
From: Bill Rooney
To: "David Baltensperger"; "Stelly_David"
Subject: RE: Reference request for Dr. Steve Hague
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2009 10:05:00 AM
Attachments: 08-27-09 Baltensperger and Stelly.pdf

David and David:

Attached is my written evaluation of Dr. Steve Hague's mid-term P and T package. 

If you have questions, just let me know.

Regards,

Bill

Dr. William L. Rooney
Professor, Sorghum Breeding and Genetics
Chair, Plant Release Committee
Texas A&M University
College Station, Texas 77843-2474
979 845 2151

-----Original Message-----
From: David Baltensperger [mailto:DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu]
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2009 4:39 PM
To: Bill L Rooney
Subject: RE: Reference request for Dr. Steve Hague

attached!

David D. Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2474 TAMU
College Station, Texas 77843-2474

Phone 979-845-3041
Fax 979-845-0456
Email dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu

>>> "Bill Rooney" <wlr@tamu.edu> 8/17/2009 3:53 PM >>>
David:

I can look at Hague's package.  Have Judy send it to me.

Regards,

Bill

Dr. William L. Rooney

mailto:wlr@tamu.edu
mailto:DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:stelly@tamu.edu
mailto:DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
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August 27, 2009 
 
Dr. David Stelly 
Chair, Promotion and Tenure Committee 
Department of Soil & Crop Sciences  
 
Dr. David Baltensperger 
Professor and Head 
Department of Soil and Crop Sciences 
 
David(s):  
 
I have reviewed the mid-term achievement package of Dr. Steve Hague and I am happy to provide you 
with a written evaluation of the packet.  I hope that I can provide useful insight to both the committee and 
the candidate to assist him in improving his achievement package for promotion in the coming years.   
 
Dr. Hague has been on faculty at Texas A&M University since June 2006.  Prior to this position, Dr. 
Hague held positions as a cotton breeder for Bayer CropScience in Leland, MS and a research agronomist 
for the LSU AgCenter in St. Joseph, LA.  In his current position, his appointment is budgeted at 75% 
research, 25% teaching.  I will divide my comments based on performance in each section.   
 
In his first three years, Dr. Hague has been quite active in the development of academic courses and 
providing opportunities for students to engage in unique learning opportunities.  In his three years, Dr. 
Hague as taught three different courses, and it now appears that he is settling into teaching two classes in 
our department.  Agro304 is an important undergraduate introduction to plant breeding and genetics and 
from all indications, it seems that Dr. Hague has been well received by students taking this course.  In 
addition, Steve has developed a study abroad course (offered at both the undergraduate and graduate 
level) that provides agronomy and plant breeding students an opportunity to observe and interact with 
agricultural research and production throughout Mexico.  The study abroad course has been enhanced by 
the fact that Steve has obtained funds (~$100K) to offset much of the cost associated with the course.  
This has allowed greater student enrollment and participation.   Dr. Hague has also recruited and is 
advising graduate students in cotton breeding and genetics.  To date, Steve has served as a chair (or co-
chair) on 1 M.S. student (completed) and 3 Ph.D. students (currently active).  I find this level of graduate 
advising right on schedule for a person in Steve’s position and these students will be very important to 
meeting research goals within his program.   
 
With regard to research, Dr. Hague was hired to develop a cotton breeding and genetics program.  Based 
on the documentation provided, it appears that initial efforts in cotton improvement have been focused on 
fiber quality and maturity.  While these are logical areas for research, they are quite similar to areas of 
research in which several other faculty have been active for many years.  The challenge for Steve is to 
develop a clearly independent identity for his program.  In that light, he has initiated cotton research in 
plant hormone application and methodologies to increase genetic variation in elite cotton germplasm.  In 
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addition, Steve has initiated research in oilseed crops for energy production.  While in its infancy, this 
could develop into a significant program, contingent on the availability of additional funding.    
 
Dr. Hague has authored or co-authored a total of nine journal manuscripts and Dr. Hague is the senior 
author on four of those manuscripts.  I would encourage Steve to be more aggressive in writing over the 
next three years so that there is no question regarding productivity when his package is presented in three 
years.  Ensuring that his graduate student conduct publishable research and aggressively writing and 
publish will be critical in this aspect.   
 
In grant procurement, Dr. Hague has been successful at obtaining competitive funding ($500,000) from 
Cotton Incorporated and TDA Food and Fiber program.  This level of funding will certainly allow Steve 
to develop a program that is distinct within the TAMU system and that will have an impact on the cotton 
industry.  This funding should also allow Steve to pursue additional, non-traditional sources to extend his 
program in the future.  This is particularly important to the oilseed energy breeding, which has been 
prominently listed as important in his program, but to date, there is only one small grant (~$20,000) 
supporting the program.   
 
In summary, it is my opinion that Steve’s efforts to develop a comprehensive research and teaching 
project are generally on schedule.  I think he has exceeded expectations in his teaching responsibilities.  
In his research, I would strongly encourage him to emphasize publishing and funding.  It is particularly 
important for him to identify realistic funding opportunities so that will allow him to develop a unique 
and important oilseed bioenergy program.   
 
 
Regards,  


 
William L. Rooney 
Professor 
Sorghum Breeder and Geneticist 
Chair, Plant Release Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











Professor, Sorghum Breeding and Genetics
Chair, Plant Release Committee
Texas A&M University
College Station, Texas 77843-2474
979 845 2151

-----Original Message-----
From: David Baltensperger [mailto:DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu]
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2009 9:42 AM
To: Bill L Rooney
Subject: Reference request for Dr. Steve Hague

David D. Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2474 TAMU
College Station, Texas 77843-2474

Phone 979-845-3041
Fax 979-845-0456
Email dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu

mailto:DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
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August 27, 2009 
 
Dr. David Stelly 
Chair, Promotion and Tenure Committee 
Department of Soil & Crop Sciences  
 
Dr. David Baltensperger 
Professor and Head 
Department of Soil and Crop Sciences 
 
David(s):  
 
I have reviewed the mid-term achievement package of Dr. Steve Hague and I am happy to provide you 
with a written evaluation of the packet.  I hope that I can provide useful insight to both the committee and 
the candidate to assist him in improving his achievement package for promotion in the coming years.   
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Regards,  

 
William L. Rooney 
Professor 
Sorghum Breeder and Geneticist 
Chair, Plant Release Committee 
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