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August 19, 2009 
 
To:  
 
 
I have reviewed the tenure packet of Dr. Amir Ibrahim and based on the documentation, it is my 
recommendation that Amir be given tenure.  
 
Dr. Ibrahim has been on faculty at Texas A&M University since 2007 as an Associate Professor and 
Small Grain Breeder.  Prior to this position, Dr. Abrahim was a winter wheat breeder at South Dakota 
State University.  At South Dakota State University, Amir started as an Assistant Professor and rose 
through the ranks to Associate Professor with tenure.   At Texas A&M University, Amir is 
responsible for the small grain breeding program for both oat and winter wheat.   
 
It is my recommendation that given tenure based on the following assessment.   


1. Dr. Ibrahim developed and taught several courses at SDSU; he has continued that trend here 
at TAMU.  He is now teaching an experimental design course that has had both good 
enrollment and good ratings.  It is an important and needed course in our graduate student 
training.   


2. Dr. Ibrahim has developed a strong graduate research training component to his breeding 
program.  He serves as advisor for three students and co-advises another three (with other 
faculty in our department).   


3. In the past two years, Dr. Ibrahim has reestablished the small grains breeding program at 
College Station to critical mass.  I expect him to produce new and useful oat and wheat 
varieties for South and Central Texas.    


4. Dr. Ibrahim has established his ability to procure traditional sources of funding to provide 
base funding for the breeding program.  He is collaborating with additional scientists to 
procure funds from more non-traditional and competitive sources (ie, the AFRI grant).   


5. Dr. Ibrahim is studying application of wheat production in new and innovative ways.  While 
not all of these may be successful or adopted, it is the role of public breeding programs to 
develop innovative approaches and uses of our important crop plants.   


6. With regard to publication, Amir has 18 published journal articles.  In addition, over his 
career he has released eight wheat cultivars.  This publication and release record is acceptable 
for a breeder.  (He lists another 4 as submitted and 14 in preparation – I would remove these 
from the package and just provide those that are published, in press or accepted).   


 
In summary, Dr. Ibrahim has established a small grain program that will be productive; he is already well know 
and received by his colleagues in wheat breeding.  His program is funded and he is publishing the results of his 
research.  It is my opinion that Dr. Ibrahim is certainly qualified for tenure in the Department of Soil and Crop 
Science at Texas A&M University.    
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