
From: John L Jifon
To: Erik Mirkov; Nael El-Hout; Qingyi Yu; C. Wayne Smith; Bill L Rooney
Subject: Fwd: Letter for Dr. Collins Kimbeng
Date: Tuesday, October 13, 2009 4:57:13 PM
Attachments: Dr Mike Gould.docx

mailto:jljifon@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:EMirkov@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:NMElHout@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:QYu@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:cwsmith@tamu.edu
mailto:wlr@tamu.edu

Dr. Mike Gould,

This is a letter of recommendation for Dr. Collins Kimbeng who has applied for the Plant Geneticist Position.  Collins did his Ph.D. research with me in the late 1990s, and I have followed his research since that time.  The potential that Collins displayed when he started with me was proven by the time that he finished, and is reinforced by his accomplishments during the past ten plus years.  He demonstrated leadership on my project in helping others around him, including me.  He saw ways of using our plant materials to answer more questions about population improvement than I had thought of, quite frankly.  This can be seen in his early publications.  

Similarly, Dr. Kimbeng’s productivity on his Post-docs in Canada and Australia, and in his current position at LSU, proves to me that he is in complete command of genetic biology of crop plants.  One of his strengths, in my view, is that he has a solid base in traditional genetics, and has learned the methods and language of DNA technology as it has developed.  Thus, he knows the strengths, weaknesses, and applications of molecular methods, right down to the level of field trials and production.  I believe that this is very important when using molecular marker in plant improvement.

In early August of this year, we had a conference in Madison, WI, on the future of Plant Breeding Education, where I was able to visit with Collins, and several of my former students.  We found time for lots of in depth discussions about the future of the world in terms of food and energy, and I am convinced that Collins is on top of everything that is going on.  Sugarcane is an important player among world crops, and Collins has experience with sugarcane in two large countries, in two hemispheres.  Thus, I believe that he is uniquely qualified for the position.

Hence, it is my pleasure to give Dr. Collins Kimbeng  my highest recommendation, on the basis of his scholarship, productivity, and proven ability to lead and work with people. 

Sincerely, 

Edwin T. Bingham

Professor Emeritus, Agronomy Department

University of Wisconsin-Madison



p.s. If a signed copy of this letter is required, let me know, and one will be sent by surface mail.



Dr. Mike Gould, 

This is a letter of recommendation  
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