
From: Chamberlin, Kelly [mailto:Kelly.Chamberlin@ARS.USDA.GOV] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2009 9:55 AM
To: Chamberlin, Kelly; Mark Burow; MBaring@ag.tamu.edu; c-simpson@tamu.edu
Cc: Melouk, Hassan
Subject: RE: Please send data ASAP--disregard earlier email

 

Please disregard the email sent earlier. I misunderstood what was being asked of me.  I do still need the 
template for the release proposal. Thanks.

 

Kelly

 

From: Chamberlin, Kelly 
Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2009 9:12 AM
To: 'Mark Burow'; 'MBaring@ag.tamu.edu'; 'c-simpson@tamu.edu'
Cc: 'Melouk, Hassan'
Subject: Please send data ASAP

 

Hello All.  We met and discussed the TX994313 (ARSOK-R1) data from these two years but we don’t 
have an electronic copy and I can’t find the file from last year that had the 2007 data in it anyway. We 
need your help with this data to quickly incorporate it into the release proposal.  Can you help by getting 
the information for the few tests conducted in 2007 and 2008. Don’t forget the UPPT data as well. We 
need data only for TX 994313, Tamrun OL07, and Tamrun OL02.

 

Also, please send a template of a successful release proposal that has made it through the A&M system 
recently. Thanks for the help and I’ll be in touch soon.  

 

Kelly

 

 

Kelly D. Chamberlin

Research Biologist and Peanut Breeder

USDA-ARS

Wheat, Peanut, and Other Field Crops Research Unit

1301 N. Western

Stillwater, Oklahoma  74075



Phone: 405-624-4141 x 225

Fax: 405-624-4142

 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: cawthon@tarleton.edu; JMoore@ag.tamu.edu; DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu; PL...
CC: MAHussey.EXTERNAL.Internet; WDugas.EXTERNAL.Internet; RSBrown@ag.tamu.ed...
Date: 3/13/2009 4:00 PM
Subject: Re: Peanuts!

Peter, Steve and all,

We have also heard reports of an that's under development and might be derived from 
AgriLife Research germplasm. If this is the case, we should address this new development in current 
discussions as well.

Thanks again.

Bill

________________________________

From: McCutchen, Bill 
To: Schuerman, Peter L.; Baltensperger, David; 'jmoore@ag.tamu.edu' ; 'cawthon@tarleton.edu' 
Cc: Hurley, Janie C.; 'mburow@tamu.edu' ; 'MBaring@ag.tamu.edu' ; 'c-simpson@tamu.edu' ; 
'rsbrown@taexgw.tamu.edu' ; Dugas, William; Hussey, Mark 
Sent: Fri Mar 13 15:47:55 2009
Subject: Re: Peanuts! 

Peter,

Thanks and if we agree, we can move towards a PVP - if the data support.

Might be good to know which of the 4 peanut companies wants to license and produce for a 20K ac 
market in Oklahoma. 

Would we keep market to Oklahoma?

Would we potentially have the same or competing company sell such a variety in Texas?

Bill

________________________________

From: Schuerman, Peter L. 
To: McCutchen, Bill; Baltensperger, David; 'Jaroy Moore (jmoore@ag.tamu.edu)' ; 'Don Cawthon' 
Cc: Hurley, Janie C.; 'Mark Burow' ; 'MBaring@ag.tamu.edu' ; 'c-simpson@tamu.edu' ; 'Steve Brown' ; 
Dugas, William; Hussey, Mark; Schuerman, Peter L. 
Sent: Fri Mar 13 15:35:28 2009
Subject: RE: Peanuts! 

Bill,

 

I may not be aware of all of the concerns, so I will defer to your judgment regarding whether a letter 
needs to be sent.  However, from our perspective no such letter is required at this time, and particularly 
not if what I understand now from my discussion with ARS is true.  



 

I can confirm that from an intellectual property perspective, there is a clear understanding among the 
parties that any release will require the consent of all parties.

 

I need to bring it to everyone’s attention, also, that ARSOK-R1 may not, in fact, be an essentially derived 
line of Tamrun OL07. Based on my discussion with both ARS and Steve Brown, it seems to have been 
derived from a sib line, and a line essentially derived from a sib is not the same as a line essentially 
derived from a line.

 

If anyone has any concerns with the approach that is being taken here, which is to proceed to a release 
proposal, followed by mutual review of that proposal (requiring mutual agreement for release), please let 
me know.

 

Best regards,

 

-Peter

 

From: McCutchen, Bill 
Sent: Friday, March 13, 2009 12:10 PM
To: Schuerman, Peter L.; Baltensperger, David; Jaroy Moore (jmoore@ag.tamu.edu); Don Cawthon
Cc: Hurley, Janie C.; 'Mark Burow'; 'MBaring@ag.tamu.edu'; 'c-simpson@tamu.edu'; 'Steve Brown'; 
Dugas, William; Hussey, Mark
Subject: Peanuts!

 

Peter and Steve,

 

Per our conversations over the past several weeks and now based on the breeding data and results, is it 
the concensus of this group that these data show NO significant differences in the porposed release?   An 
“essentially-derived” AgriLife material.  If this is the case, I do not believe this would pass muster with our 
PRC and would be rejected.

 

If this is the consensus, then  we may need to formally notify a couple of key individuals within ARS and 
OKST that there is a strong possibility that an agreement on a release does not meet criteria for PVP, etc.

 

Thanks,



 

Bill

--

Bill F. McCutchen, Ph.D.

Associate Director

Texas AgriLife Research 

Texas A&M University System

113 Jack K. Williams Administration Building

2142 TAMU College Station, TX 77843-2142

979-845-8488 Tel

979-458-4765 Fax

bmccutchen@tamu.edu

________________________________

From: Schuerman, Peter L. 
Sent: Friday, March 13, 2009 11:05 AM
To: 'Chamberlin, Kelly'
Cc: 'Melouk, Hassan'; Hurley, Janie C.; 'Mark Burow'; 'MBaring@ag.tamu.edu'; 'c-simpson@tamu.edu'; 
'Steve Brown'; Schuerman, Peter L.
Subject: RE: Please send data ASAP--disregard earlier email

 

Kelly, 

 

Thanks for talking with me today about this and confirming ARS’s desire to have this release be reviewed 
by all parties prior to any release, and that the release would be joint.

 

I understand that ARS is interested in using a release proposal for any successful past release (e.g. 
Tamrun OL01, OL02, OLIN, OL07) solely as a template for preparing the release proposal for 
TX994313/ARSOK-R1, and once ARS has formulated the release proposal, it would be sent to Texas 
AgriLife for their review as well.  Once we receive this, we would have our Plant Release Committee 
review, and if there are any concerns about the release, we would arrange a meeting with ARS and OSU 
representatives to discuss and address those concerns.

 

By copy of this, I would ask either Dr. Burow, Dr. Baring, or Dr. Simpson, or Mr. Brown to send me an 
appropriate template, which I will forward to you.  We will take this one step at a time and be sure we’re 
all in agreement with what transpires; thanks for working with us.



 

Best regards,

 

-Peter

 

Peter L. Schuerman, Ph.D.   Sr. Licensing Manager
Texas A&M University System       http://otc.tamu.edu
Office of Technology Commercialization  979.845.0907

 

 

 

From: Chamberlin, Kelly [mailto:Kelly.Chamberlin@ARS.USDA.GOV] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2009 9:55 AM
To: Chamberlin, Kelly; Mark Burow; MBaring@ag.tamu.edu; c-simpson@tamu.edu
Cc: Melouk, Hassan
Subject: RE: Please send data ASAP--disregard earlier email

 

Please disregard the email sent earlier. I misunderstood what was being asked of me.  I do still need the 
template for the release proposal. Thanks.

 

Kelly

 

From: Chamberlin, Kelly 
Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2009 9:12 AM
To: 'Mark Burow'; 'MBaring@ag.tamu.edu'; 'c-simpson@tamu.edu'
Cc: 'Melouk, Hassan'
Subject: Please send data ASAP

 

Hello All.  We met and discussed the TX994313 (ARSOK-R1) data from these two years but we don’t 
have an electronic copy and I can’t find the file from last year that had the 2007 data in it anyway. We 
need your help with this data to quickly incorporate it into the release proposal.  Can you help by getting 
the information for the few tests conducted in 2007 and 2008. Don’t forget the UPPT data as well. We 
need data only for TX 994313, Tamrun OL07, and Tamrun OL02.

 

Also, please send a template of a successful release proposal that has made it through the A&M system 
recently. Thanks for the help and I’ll be in touch soon.  



 

Kelly

 

 

Kelly D. Chamberlin

Research Biologist and Peanut Breeder

USDA-ARS

Wheat, Peanut, and Other Field Crops Research Unit

1301 N. Western

Stillwater, Oklahoma  74075

Phone: 405-624-4141 x 225

Fax: 405-624-4142

 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: TMiller@ag.tamu.edu; DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu; RVAvant.EXTERNAL.Intern...
CC: WDugas.EXTERNAL.Internet; SSimpson.EXTERNAL.Internet; LBoleman.EXTERNAL....
Date: 7/21/2009 10:46 AM
Subject: Re: Peecos Trip

Need Steve Brown who's on TSTA board to help diffuse.

Steve?

Bill

________________________________

From: Avant, Bob 
To: David Baltensperger (dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu) <dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>; Travis Miller 
<td-miller@tamu.edu> 
Cc: 'l-boleman@tamu.edu' <l-boleman@tamu.edu>; Bill McCutchen (bmccutchen@tamu.edu) 
<bmccutchen@tamu.edu>; shay-simpson@tamu.edu <shay-simpson@tamu.edu> 
Sent: Tue Jul 21 10:19:58 2009
Subject: FW: Peecos Trip 

I assume you have seen this.  Looks like TSTA has drawn line in sand, no room to compromise.  Might be 
walking into an Austin ambush at the July 29 meeting?

 

Travis, I briefed Michelle Long on this issue, in general.  After the meeting, I would suggest you advise 
her of the outcome so she doesn’t read about it in the paper.

 

Bob Avant

Program Director

Texas AgriLife Research

979/845-2908

(Cell)

bavant@tamu.edu

http://agbioenergy.tamu.edu

 

From: Jaroy Moore [mailto:jmoore@ag.tamu.edu] 
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2009 5:24 PM
To: Avant, Bob
Subject: Re: Peecos Trip

 



OK, sorry that I am tied up with the candidates for the Director's position coming to Lubbock on 
Wednesday and Friday of this week. Hope I will get in a short visit with AJ on Friday while she is here. 
Anything I need to bring up with her?. Also FYI the castor meeting with TDA  may prove to be lively. See 
the attachment  which I sent to Dugas and McCutchen earlier today which I should have copied you on.

>>> "Avant, Bob" <bavant@tamu.edu> 7/20/2009 4:59 PM >>>

Jaroy, Lou

 

FYI, I had to cancel my trip tomorrow.  Have to be in meetings in CS tomorrow  and Wed.  Didn’t know If 
you were previously informed, but wanted to make sure.

 

Bob Avant

Program Director

Texas AgriLife Research

979/845-2908

(Cell)

bavant@tamu.edu

http://agbioenergy.tamu.edu

 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: ahelms@dsmail.tamu.edu; JKeeton@ag.tamu.edu; dbaltensperger@tamu.edu; sf...
CC: MAHussey.EXTERNAL.Internet; RVAvant.EXTERNAL.Internet; JAwika@ag.tamu.ed...
Date: 10/8/2009 11:38 AM
Subject: Re: Plan B

Thanks Shayna. I have cancelled telecon with algal consortium to have this meeting tomorrow afternoon - 
if you all can make. Corporate Relations conference room from 2-3 pm. Hope you can attend as this is 
somewhat time sensitive. 

Bill

________________________________

From: Spurlin, Shayna 
To: McCutchen, Bill; dbaltensperger@tamu.edu <dbaltensperger@tamu.edu>; jkeeton@ag.tamu.edu 
<jkeeton@ag.tamu.edu>; Helms, Adam 
Cc: Diane Gilliland <DGILLILA@ag.tamu.edu>; Dugas, William; lrooney@ag.tamu.edu 
<lrooney@ag.tamu.edu>; jawika@ag.tamu.edu <jawika@ag.tamu.edu> 
Sent: Thu Oct 08 11:20:40 2009
Subject: FW: Plan B 

Afternoon, All:

 

We had a call between Clearvision Consulting (Chris Carruth, Paul Salyard, and Dallas Diggs) and 
AgriLife (Dr. Lloyd Rooney, Dr. Joseph Awika, Adam Helms, and myself) in which Drs. Rooney and Awika 
reviewed Clearvision’s CerealChip product profile and informed them that a sample product could not be 
developed in the timeline requested.

 

At the conclusion of the call, we offered to put together a proposal to cover the one-year timeline Dr. 
Rooney and Dr. Awika estimated (with no guarantees, of course). Clearvision declined at the time and 
indicated they would do some “brainstorming” on their end of other ways to proceed and then let us know 
if anything came up in the future. 

 

The email below was sent to me late last night, and Dr. McCutchen has requested we meet tomorrow 
afternoon to discuss internally and determine appropriate next steps. 

 

Attached for your review and convenience is a copy of the CONFIDENTIAL product profile that was sent 
to Drs. Rooney and Awika.

 

Thank you, 

Shayna Spurlin



Texas AgriLife Research

979.845.2364 office

cell

979.458.2155 fax

________________________________

From: Chris Carruth [mailto:
Sent: Wednesday, October 07, 2009 11:55 PM
To: Spurlin, Shayna
Subject: Plan B
Importance: High

 

Shayna-

 

We were disappointed that better progress was not made today on the call. However, we did put our 
heads together afterward and think there may be a way to do this differently that would let A&M be 
involved, still be a research project, and even learn  some things in return. So hear me out:

 

a)      A&M provides facility space and a pro bono grad student as a support during our use of the line. 
Since we are not using full expertise of the staff and actually providing some education as to how rapid 
sample development is done commercially, we need negotiate on the $3k/day rate put forth in this 
morning’s email.

b)      The research would remain as is, with the added angle of investigating rapid sample development 
approaches

c)       We use an outside team, who is led  by a former Kellogg’s food technology owner, to do the 
preliminary work onsite at their labs, with only the final process development done on your line, in 
conjunction with your grad student. Actual time estimated to be a couple of days

 

I spoke with the team lead again today, and he is confident that rapid sample development can be done in 
8 weeks or so, which with some pressure, could be reduced and keep us in the running with HEB. A&M 
still gets to be part of an innovative, unique product development project with minimal resource utilization. 
The only thing we would need to make sure to bulletproof is what IP we bring in is documented 
beforehand, as we have discussed.

 

In my eyes, this is a win for all of us, from every angle, including the potential education that your own 
staff could pick up, without charge, and apply in subsequent similar projects that face similar time 
constraints. Perhaps it makes too much sense, but we should try anyway :-). Let’s chat tomorrow.

 



FYI

This lead, while at Kellogg’s, toured the facilities there, knows the available equipment, and fully believes, 
for purposes of this stage, to be sufficient.

 

 

Regards,

 

Chris

817-691-7655



(

From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: e-mirkov@tamu.edu; david.r.porter@okstate.edu; bkwest@tamu.edu; JSvetlik...
CC: NBPenn.EXTERNAL.Internet; DKLunt.EXTERNAL.Internet; JSlovacek.EXTERNAL.I...
Date: 5/21/2010 2:57 PM
Subject: Re: Please RSVP for AFRI Team Lead Meeting in Dallas

Thanks Kendra!

________________________________

From: Zak, Kendra 
To: Zak, Kendra; Mullet, John E.; 'wlr@tamu.edu' <wlr@tamu.edu>; 'million.tadege@okstate.edu' 
<million.tadege@okstate.edu>; 'yanqi.wu@okstate.edu' <yanqi.wu@okstate.edu>; 'jtcothren@tamu.edu' 
<jtcothren@tamu.edu>; 'chad.godsey@okstate.edu' <chad.godsey@okstate.edu>; 
'v.g.kakani@okstate.edu' <v.g.kakani@okstate.edu>; 'buser@okstate.edu' <buser@okstate.edu>; 
'jcarol@okstate.edu' <jcarol@okstate.edu>; 's-searcy@tamu.edu' <s-searcy@tamu.edu>; 
'jmgould@tamu.edu' <jmgould@tamu.edu>; 's-searcy@tamu.edu' <s-searcy@tamu.edu>; 
'danielle.bellmer@okstate.edu' <danielle.bellmer@okstate.edu>; 'FHons@ag.tamu.edu' 
<FHons@ag.tamu.edu>; 'jtcothren@tamu.edu' <jtcothren@tamu.edu>; 'f.epplin@okstate.edu' 
<f.epplin@okstate.edu>; 'robert.frazier@okstate.edu' <robert.frazier@okstate.edu>; 
'scapareda@tamu.edu' <scapareda@tamu.edu>; 'mark.wilkins@okstate.edu' 
<mark.wilkins@okstate.edu>; 'ajay.kumar@okstate.edu' <ajay.kumar@okstate.edu>; 'joutlaw@tamu.edu' 
<joutlaw@tamu.edu>; 'phil.kenkel@okstate.edu' <phil.kenkel@okstate.edu>; 'b-lesikar@tamu.edu' <b-
lesikar@tamu.edu>; 'buser@okstate.edu' <buser@okstate.edu>; 'jcarol@okstate.edu' 
<jcarol@okstate.edu>; Avant, Bob; 'raymond.huhnke@okstate.edu' <raymond.huhnke@okstate.edu>; 
'jsvetlik@ag.tamu.edu' <jsvetlik@ag.tamu.edu>; 'bkwest@tamu.edu' <bkwest@tamu.edu>; 
'david.r.porter@okstate.edu' <david.r.porter@okstate.edu>; 'e-mirkov@tamu.edu' <e-mirkov@tamu.edu>; 
'jmgould@tamu.edu' <jmgould@tamu.edu>; 'yinghua.huang@ars.usda.gov' 
<yinghua.huang@ars.usda.gov>; 'jalandivar@ag.tamu.edu' <jalandivar@ag.tamu.edu>; 
'rick.kochenower@okstate.edu     ' <rick.kochenower@okstate.edu     >; 'lt-wilson@aesrg.tamu.edu' <lt-
wilson@aesrg.tamu.edu>; 'gerik@brc.tamus.edu' <gerik@brc.tamus.edu>; 'jalandivar@ag.tamu.edu' 
<jalandivar@ag.tamu.edu>; 'rick.kochenower@okstate.edu     ' <rick.kochenower@okstate.edu     >; 
'bbean@ag.tamu.edu' <bbean@ag.tamu.edu>; 'chad.godsey@okstate.edu' 
<chad.godsey@okstate.edu>; 'hailin.zhang@okstate.edu' <hailin.zhang@okstate.edu>; 
'jcarol@okstate.edu' <jcarol@okstate.edu>; 'buser@okstate.edu' <buser@okstate.edu>; 'bl-
harris@tamu.edu' <bl-harris@tamu.edu>; 'jblumenthal@ag.tamu.edu' <jblumenthal@ag.tamu.edu>; 
'bbean@ag.tamu.edu' <bbean@ag.tamu.edu>; 'chad.godsey@okstate.edu' 
<chad.godsey@okstate.edu>; 'hailin.zhang@okstate.edu' <hailin.zhang@okstate.edu>; 
'lribera@tamu.edu' <lribera@tamu.edu>; 'phil.kenkel@okstate.edu' <phil.kenkel@okstate.edu>; 
'rodney.holcomb@okstate.edu' <rodney.holcomb@okstate.edu>; 'jcarol@okstate.edu' 
<jcarol@okstate.edu>; 'v.g.kakani@okstate.edu' <v.g.kakani@okstate.edu>; 'f.epplin@okstate.edu' 
<f.epplin@okstate.edu>; 'phil.kenkel@okstate.edu' <phil.kenkel@okstate.edu>; 'sbobzin@ceres-inc.com' 
<sbobzin@ceres-inc.com>; 
'anna.hale@ars.usda.gov' <anna.hale@ars.usda.gov>; 'sbobzin@ceres-inc.com' <sbobzin@ceres-
inc.com>; '  'richard.johnson@ars.usda.gov' 
<richard.johnson@ars.usda.gov>; '
'sbobzin@ceres-inc.com' <sbobzin@ceres-inc.com>; '
'Randy.raper@ars.usda.gov' <Randy.raper@ars.usda.gov>; 'j

 'ryan.viator@ars.usda.gov' <ryan.viator@ars.usda.gov>; 
' 'Edward.Richard@ARS.USDA.GOV' 
<Edward.Richard@ARS.USDA.GOV>; 'Kevin.Kenney@inl.gov' <Kevin.Kenney@inl.gov>; 

'sbobzin@ceres-inc.com' <sbobzin@ceres-inc.com>;
'Randy.raper@ars.usda.gov' <Randy.raper@ars.usda.gov>; 

'ryan.viator@ars.usda.gov' <ryan.viator@ars.usda.gov>; 'ahelms@tamu.edu' 
<ahelms@tamu.edu>; McClellan, Matthew 



Cc: Baltensperger, David; Nessler, Craig; McCutchen, Bill; Slovacek, Jackie; Lunt, David; Penn, Nancye 
B 
Sent: Fri May 21 11:45:08 2010
Subject: Please RSVP for AFRI Team Lead Meeting in Dallas 

All,

 

*This is just a reminder to please RSVP for the Team Lead Meeting in Dallas on June 8-9.  Below is the 
information for a block of rooms at the LaQuinta Inn and Suites.  This block will be released for public 
booking next Tuesday May 25th.  Therefore, if you would like to take advantage of the special pricing, 
please call before Tuesday.

 

*We have reserved a block of Rooms at the La Quinta Inn and Suites (this is considered Plano.  It is only 
about 3 miles from the center) for the AFRI Team Lead Meeting in Dallas for the night of June 8th.  You 
can call them at (972) 599 – 0700.  The block of rooms is under the name “AFRI”  We have 30 King 
rooms at $79 a night and 10 double rooms at $69 a night.  If you will be coming a day early or leaving a 
day later, please let the hotel know at time of booking.

 

*Also, for lunch on the 9th, please bring cash to pay for lunch that we will have delivered to the center for 
the working lunch.  There will be a menu that you can choose your lunch from on Tuesday.  

 

Thank you,

 

Kendra Zak

Administrative Assistant

AgriLife Corporate Relations

office 979-845-4281

fax 979-458-2155

cell 

1500 Research Pkwy 

Suite 100A

College Station, TX  77845

From: Zak, Kendra 
Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2010 4:53 PM
To: John Mullet; wlr@tamu.edu; million.tadege@okstate.edu; yanqi.wu@okstate.edu; 



jtcothren@tamu.edu; chad.godsey@okstate.edu; v.g.kakani@okstate.edu; buser@okstate.edu; 
jcarol@okstate.edu; s-searcy@tamu.edu; jmgould@tamu.edu; s-searcy@tamu.edu; 
danielle.bellmer@okstate.edu; FHons@ag.tamu.edu; jtcothren@tamu.edu; f.epplin@okstate.edu; 
robert.frazier@okstate.edu; scapareda@tamu.edu; mark.wilkins@okstate.edu; ajay.kumar@okstate.edu; 
joutlaw@tamu.edu; phil.kenkel@okstate.edu; b-lesikar@tamu.edu; buser@okstate.edu; 
jcarol@okstate.edu; bavant@tamu.edu; raymond.huhnke@okstate.edu; jsvetlik@ag.tamu.edu; 
bkwest@tamu.edu; david.r.porter@okstate.edu; e-mirkov@tamu.edu; jmgould@tamu.edu; 
yinghua.huang@ars.usda.gov; jalandivar@ag.tamu.edu; rick.kochenower@okstate.edu     ; lt-
wilson@aesrg.tamu.edu; gerik@brc.tamus.edu; jalandivar@ag.tamu.edu; rick.kochenower@okstate.edu     
; bbean@ag.tamu.edu; chad.godsey@okstate.edu; hailin.zhang@okstate.edu; jcarol@okstate.edu; 
buser@okstate.edu; bl-harris@tamu.edu; jblumenthal@ag.tamu.edu; bbean@ag.tamu.edu; 
chad.godsey@okstate.edu; hailin.zhang@okstate.edu; lribera@tamu.edu; phil.kenkel@okstate.edu; 
rodney.holcomb@okstate.edu; jcarol@okstate.edu; v.g.kakani@okstate.edu; f.epplin@okstate.edu; 
phil.kenkel@okstate.edu; sbobzin@ceres-inc.com; anna.hale@ars.usda.gov; 
sbobzin@ceres-inc.com;  richard.johnson@ars.usda.gov;  
sbobzin@ceres-inc.com; Randy.raper@ars.usda.gov;  
ryan.viator@ars.usda.gov;  Edward.Richard@ARS.USDA.GOV; 
Kevin.Kenney@inl.gov;  sbobzin@ceres-inc.com; 

aper@ars.usda.gov; ryan.viator@ars.usda.gov; 
'ahelms@tamu.edu'; McClellan, Matthew
Cc: Baltensperger, David; Nessler, Craig; McCutchen, Bill; Slovacek, Jackie; Lunt, David; Penn, Nancye 
B
Subject: AFRI Team Lead Meeting in Dallas

 

Organizational Administrators and Team Leads:

 

We have scheduled a planning session for the USDA AFRI South Central Regional CAP for Tuesday 
June 8th and Wednesday June 9th at the Texas AgriLife Research and Extension Urban Solutions Center 
in Dallas.  The address is: 17360 Coit Road, Dallas, Texas 75252.  The meeting will start at 1 pm on the 
8th and end at 5 pm on the 9th.  An agenda is attached as well as a list of nearby hotels.

 

The purpose of the meeting will be to provide further insight and direction to the Team Leads on how to 
proceed and to provide the opportunity for teams to personally interact during this critical planning stage.  
You each received a packet of materials from Julie Svetlik on May 7th that provided information on the 
structure of the proposal, budget targets, and a timeline. Please carefully review this information.

 

The outcome of the meeting will be to:

·         Understand the critical aspects of the RFA

* Identify other supporting investigators/faculty
* Inventory existing work that is the underpinning for the proposal
* Refine the outline for each Sub-objective
* Define the scope of proposed work for each Sub-objective
* Evaluate budget targets for each Sub-objective

 



  In preparation for the meeting, please consider the following:

1.    Each set of Team Leads for each Sub-objective should begin organizing by consulting among each 
other and identifying other researchers to engage.  The respective AgriLife and OSU Team Leads will 
contact other Team Leads.  Kendra Zak, Texas AgriLife Research Bioenergy Program, kzak@tamu.edu 
will assist you in scheduling a Team Leader conference call and it is strongly suggested that this call take 
place in the next two weeks prior to the June 8-9 meeting.  Please remind Kendra to include Ray Huhnke 
and Bob Avant on the Team calls.  The Sub-objective 3 team has already initiated discussions and 
conference calls.

 

2. Register with SharePoint and become familiar with the program.  A web-based tutorial 
will be held May 26 at 3:30 pm for those who missed the May 12th session.  Kendra Zak will be sending 
out dial-in instructions closer to May 26th.

 

3. Review the page limits in the narrative outline distributed on May 7.  Only 18 pages are 
allowed and Team Leads must exercise extreme care to not exceed the page limits.

 

4. Review the Project Goal sheet that shows budget targets distributed on May 7.

 

5. Review the MS Project Gantt chart for important critical path dates for submission 
distributed on May 7.  A critical date is July 16 when the narrative for each team is due. It is essential that 
this date is met or we will not be able to submit the proposal packet in time.  Another critical date is the 
due date for budget submissions on July 30.

 

6. Inventory existing work (completed and in progress,) by all team members that can be 
used as a starting point for each team’s work.  (This summary must be incorporated into the narrative, so 
document citations appropriately.)  USDA has made it very clear that they are not supportive of re-
inventing the wheel and want to leverage AFRI funds with existing projects such as Sungrant, DOE, NSF, 
intramural funds, etc.

 

 

7. It is critical that the Research, Extension, and Education components are integrated.  
Each Research team should consult with their counterparts to assure integration. A listing of Team Leads 
is provided for all three components.

 

8. At the meeting in Dallas, the entire approach will be reviewed and then we will break into 
the Sub-objective teams so that each team can report their progress and further refine their approach. 
Please refer to the agenda.

 



If you have questions about the proposal, please direct them to Julie Svetlik Jsvetlik@ag.tamu.edu

 

If you have questions about the meeting in Dallas, please direct them to Kendra Zak kzak@tamu.edu 979-
845-4281

 

*************PLEASE RSVP TO KENDRA ZAK kzak@tamu.edu <mailto:kzak@tamu.edu>   NO LATER 
THAN 5:00 PM (CDT) FRIDAY, MAY 28*************

 

 

Attachments:

Agenda

List of hotels

Team Lead list

Vision Document

 

Kendra Zak-sent on behalf of Bob Avant

Administrative Assistant

AgriLife Corporate Relations

office 979-845-4281

fax 979-458-2155

cell 

1500 Research Pkwy 

Suite 100A

College Station, TX  77845

 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: "Steve Brown" <rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu>
CC: "Baltensperger, David" <dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>, "Helms, Adam" <ahel...
Date: 10/6/2010 10:37 AM
Subject: RE: Possibility of sponsored research - Birdsong Peanuts

Steve,

I agree with your advice and approach to engaging Birdsong.  Hard to
come up with an amount of $ for sponsored R&D prior to understanding
what will be the objectives of the collaboration.

Thanks.

Bill

--

Bill F. McCutchen, Ph.D.
Associate Director
Texas AgriLife Research 
Texas A&M University System
113 Jack K. Williams Administration Building
2142 TAMU College Station, TX 77843-2142
979-845-8488 Tel
979-458-4765 Fax
bmccutchen@tamu.edu

-----Original Message-----
From: Steve Brown [mailto:rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 05, 2010 10:33 AM
To: McCutchen, Bill
Cc: Baltensperger, David; Helms, Adam; m-baring@tamu.edu
Subject: Possibility of sponsored research - Birdsong Peanuts

Hi Bill,

I just got off of the phone with Michael Baring regarding a couple of
phone calls from a representative of Birdsong Peanuts that he has
received over the past couple of days.  It would appear that Birdsong
may have some interest in sponsoring some research on specific research
topics.  

It seems that Birdsong has been sponsoring a similar project with U. of
Florida but the indication was that the funding levels for U of F were
pretty low (in my opinion).  Birdsong had also been funding a small
private company to develop varieties but may not necessarily be pleased
with the progress or relationship.

I explained to Michael that with these initial questions, NOW was NOT
the time to discuss funding and went on to explain the Executive Summary
process.  I also explained that it is important to have the scientists
to scientists discussions to be able to determine exactly what type of
research needs to be done to achieve mutual goals, but budgets or
funding levels could only be determined once those project goals have
been identified. 



Based on our conversation this morning, it appears that there could be a
couple of different projects of interest.  One would be a specific
cultivar development project and the other could be lab evaluations
related to O/L content in peanuts based on variety, maturity, etc. 

All past peanut licenses for AgriLife varieties have been on a
non-exclusive basis.  As the funding levels from TPPB have declined, we
probably need to look at alternative sources of funding and with
sponsored research, exclusive licenses w/sub-licensing rights should not
be off the table.  

If you want to discuss further, please give me a call.  I have asked
Michael to keep me in the loop on additional discussions that he may
have with the Birdsong representative.  Michael indicated that the
representative had called again while we were on the phone.

Your thoughts? 

Steve Brown
Program Director
Texas Foundation Seed Service
Email: rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu
PH: 940-552-6226
website  http://tfss.tamu.edu
FAX:940-552-5524



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: dbaltensperger@tamu.edu; RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu; m-baring@tamu.edu; CSIMPSO...
CC: SSimpson.EXTERNAL.Internet; sfspurlin@tamu.edu; RVAvant.EXTERNAL.Interne...
Date: 9/25/2009 7:53 AM
Subject: RE: possible Mars, Inc project for Texas and Brazil

Thanks Mark.  Once you have feedback from TPPB please let me know.  In
the mean time, I will let Bill Hawke and Diane provide us guidance on
the MOU.  I have also cc:d Shayna Spurlin and Bob Avant; so that we can
take the Chevron relationship under consideration.  Chevron seems to be
very pleased with the work, and we don't want to jeapordize.

Thanks again for the heads up.

Bill

--

Bill F. McCutchen, Ph.D.
Associate Director
Texas AgriLife Research 
Texas A&M University System
113 Jack K. Williams Administration Building
2142 TAMU College Station, TX 77843-2142
979-845-8488 Tel
979-458-4765 Fax
bmccutchen@tamu.edu

-----Original Message-----
From: Mark Burow [mailto:mburow@tamu.edu] 
Sent: Friday, September 25, 2009 12:44 AM
To: McCutchen, Bill; Dugas, William; Schuerman, Peter L.; Jaroy Moore;
Charles Simpson; Michael Baring; Steve Brown; David Baltensperger
Cc: William Hawke
Subject: possible Mars, Inc project for Texas and Brazil

Mars, Inc. asked me to write a proposal for a joint peanut breeding 
project between AgriLife and IAC (the Campinas Agronomic Institute) in 
Brazil.  I have consulted Ignacio Godoy at IAC and Alessandra Favero at 
EMBRAPA (the Brazilian Corporation for Agricultural Research).  I wanted

to start discussions on this at AgriLife.  I am attaching a draft 
proposal and a justification which I sent to the TPPB.

The proposal has not been submitted to Mars yet although I was requested

to write the project to develop early-maturing, high-oleic peanut 
cultivars.  We have not submitted the proposal, because after 
discussions with Drs. Moore, Simpson, and Michael Baring, we thought 
that it needed to be reviewed by AgriLife and the Texas Peanut Producers

Board.  We are waiting to hear from the TPPB and I am not certain 
whether they will be satisfied or oppose the project, but I am sending 
this now because of its relation to a potential MOU between AgriLife and

IAC for the Chevron project, which is something that needs to be 



considered anyway.  I am thinking that any MOU with IAC could cover both

projects.  (IAC wants an MOU before looking at a proposal or an MTA; 
EMBRAPA will want these also).

The proposal is not in a final format, because IAC is working with 
EMBRAPA material from Brazil, and I was informed a couple of days ago 
that EMBRAPA would want the proposal rewritten in their format (I have 
seen but do not have a copy of this yet).  I imagine that changes could 
be requested by multiple parties (esp. the TPPB and Mars, Inc.) yet as 
the process develops.

We will of course need an MTA also for any material that we send to 
Brazil.  I think that any MTA for a Mars project would be simpler than 
an MTA for the Chevron project because Mars said that it has no interest

in property rights or royalties for any varieties released.  This would 
allow use of a standard MTA and PVP, which is allowed by Brazilian law. 
  Ignacio Godoy has had several meetings with growers in Brazil, and as 
a result, he has said that they have agreed to payment of royalties on 
AgriLife varieties under PVP, which is a positive step.

If approved, this could allow bringing in wild species and cultivated 
germplasm from Brazil to Texas also, which has been impossible for the 
past few years.  EMBRAPA, however, will have an MTA for us to sign also,

as export of germplasm from Brazil is illegal without government
approval.

Sincerely,

Mark

-- 
Mark Burow
Associate Professor, Peanut Breeding and Genetics
Texas AgriLife Research
Texas A&M System
and
Texas Tech University
Department of Plant and Soil Science

Address:
Texas AgriLife Research and Extension Center
1102 East FM 1294
Lubbock, TX 79403
Phone: (806)-746-6101
FAX: (806)-746-6528
email: mburow@tamu.edu



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: JMoore@ag.tamu.edu; DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu; WDugas.EXTERNAL.Internet...
CC: sfspurlin@tamu.edu; RVAvant.EXTERNAL.Internet; DKLunt.EXTERNAL.Internet
Date: 9/25/2009 6:49 PM
Subject: Re: possible Mars, Inc project for Texas and Brazil

Thanks Bill, and if you have specific concerns per this agreement please let us know.  

I am concerned that we don't jeopardize Chevron MA in any fashion.

Bill

----- Original Message -----
From: Dugas, William
To: McCutchen, Bill; Baltensperger, David; Jaroy Moore <jmoore@ag.tamu.edu>
Cc: Lunt, David
Sent: Fri Sep 25 10:05:07 2009
Subject: FW: possible Mars, Inc project for Texas and Brazil

Bill, David, and Jaroy:

This opportunity clearly has some upside.

I know you all will be appropriately cautious as this moves forward, especially as it relates to IP and 
industry relations.

Bill

Wm. A. Dugas
Associate Vice Chancellor for Agriculture and Life Sciences
Associate Dean, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
Interim Director, Texas AgriLife Research
113 Jack K. Williams Administration Building
2142 TAMU
College Station, TX 77843-2142
979 862 6712

-----Original Message-----
From: Mark Burow [mailto:mburow@tamu.edu] 
Sent: Friday, September 25, 2009 12:44 AM
To: McCutchen, Bill; Dugas, William; Schuerman, Peter L.; Jaroy Moore; Charles Simpson; Michael 
Baring; Steve Brown; David Baltensperger
Cc: William Hawke
Subject: possible Mars, Inc project for Texas and Brazil

Mars, Inc. asked me to write a proposal for a joint peanut breeding project between AgriLife and IAC (the 
Campinas Agronomic Institute) in Brazil.  I have consulted Ignacio Godoy at IAC and Alessandra Favero 
at EMBRAPA (the Brazilian Corporation for Agricultural Research).  I wanted to start discussions on this 
at AgriLife.  I am attaching a draft proposal and a justification which I sent to the TPPB.

The proposal has not been submitted to Mars yet although I was requested to write the project to develop 
early-maturing, high-oleic peanut cultivars.  We have not submitted the proposal, because after 
discussions with Drs. Moore, Simpson, and Michael Baring, we thought that it needed to be reviewed by 
AgriLife and the Texas Peanut Producers Board.  We are waiting to hear from the TPPB and I am not 
certain whether they will be satisfied or oppose the project, but I am sending this now because of its 



relation to a potential MOU between AgriLife and IAC for the Chevron project, which is something that 
needs to be considered anyway.  I am thinking that any MOU with IAC could cover both projects.  (IAC 
wants an MOU before looking at a proposal or an MTA; EMBRAPA will want these also).

The proposal is not in a final format, because IAC is working with EMBRAPA material from Brazil, and I 
was informed a couple of days ago that EMBRAPA would want the proposal rewritten in their format (I 
have seen but do not have a copy of this yet).  I imagine that changes could be requested by multiple 
parties (esp. the TPPB and Mars, Inc.) yet as the process develops.

We will of course need an MTA also for any material that we send to Brazil.  I think that any MTA for a 
Mars project would be simpler than an MTA for the Chevron project because Mars said that it has no 
interest in property rights or royalties for any varieties released.  This would allow use of a standard MTA 
and PVP, which is allowed by Brazilian law. 
  Ignacio Godoy has had several meetings with growers in Brazil, and as a result, he has said that they 
have agreed to payment of royalties on AgriLife varieties under PVP, which is a positive step.

If approved, this could allow bringing in wild species and cultivated germplasm from Brazil to Texas also, 
which has been impossible for the past few years.  EMBRAPA, however, will have an MTA for us to sign 
also, as export of germplasm from Brazil is illegal without government approval.

Sincerely,

Mark

--
Mark Burow
Associate Professor, Peanut Breeding and Genetics Texas AgriLife Research Texas A&M System and 
Texas Tech University Department of Plant and Soil Science

Address:
Texas AgriLife Research and Extension Center
1102 East FM 1294
Lubbock, TX 79403
Phone: (806)-746-6101
FAX: (806)-746-6528
email: mburow@tamu.edu



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
Date: 9/25/2009 7:56 PM
Subject: Re: possible Mars, Inc project for Texas and Brazil

David,

I agree, but I had to start somewhere.  We (Bob's group) will conduct some homework, and then we will 
provide suggestions.

Bill

----- Original Message -----
From: David Baltensperger <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: McCutchen, Bill
Sent: Fri Sep 25 19:35:59 2009
Subject: Re: possible Mars, Inc project for Texas and Brazil

Bill,

I think this is easy to separate from Chevron, but I have concerns about agreements with Brazil when it 
comes to us selling material that is developed????????????

David D. Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2474 TAMU
College Station, Texas 77843-2474
 
Phone 979-845-3041
Fax 979-845-0456
Email dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
 
 
 

>>> "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu> 9/25/2009 6:49 PM >>>
Thanks Bill, and if you have specific concerns per this agreement please let us know.  

I am concerned that we don't jeopardize Chevron MA in any fashion.

Bill

----- Original Message -----
From: Dugas, William
To: McCutchen, Bill; Baltensperger, David; Jaroy Moore <jmoore@ag.tamu.edu>
Cc: Lunt, David
Sent: Fri Sep 25 10:05:07 2009
Subject: FW: possible Mars, Inc project for Texas and Brazil

Bill, David, and Jaroy:

This opportunity clearly has some upside.



I know you all will be appropriately cautious as this moves forward, especially as it relates to IP and 
industry relations.

Bill

Wm. A. Dugas
Associate Vice Chancellor for Agriculture and Life Sciences
Associate Dean, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
Interim Director, Texas AgriLife Research
113 Jack K. Williams Administration Building
2142 TAMU
College Station, TX 77843-2142
979 862 6712

-----Original Message-----
From: Mark Burow [mailto:mburow@tamu.edu] 
Sent: Friday, September 25, 2009 12:44 AM
To: McCutchen, Bill; Dugas, William; Schuerman, Peter L.; Jaroy Moore; Charles Simpson; Michael 
Baring; Steve Brown; David Baltensperger
Cc: William Hawke
Subject: possible Mars, Inc project for Texas and Brazil

Mars, Inc. asked me to write a proposal for a joint peanut breeding project between AgriLife and IAC (the 
Campinas Agronomic Institute) in Brazil.  I have consulted Ignacio Godoy at IAC and Alessandra Favero 
at EMBRAPA (the Brazilian Corporation for Agricultural Research).  I wanted to start discussions on this 
at AgriLife.  I am attaching a draft proposal and a justification which I sent to the TPPB.

The proposal has not been submitted to Mars yet although I was requested to write the project to develop 
early-maturing, high-oleic peanut cultivars.  We have not submitted the proposal, because after 
discussions with Drs. Moore, Simpson, and Michael Baring, we thought that it needed to be reviewed by 
AgriLife and the Texas Peanut Producers Board.  We are waiting to hear from the TPPB and I am not 
certain whether they will be satisfied or oppose the project, but I am sending this now because of its 
relation to a potential MOU between AgriLife and IAC for the Chevron project, which is something that 
needs to be considered anyway.  I am thinking that any MOU with IAC could cover both projects.  (IAC 
wants an MOU before looking at a proposal or an MTA; EMBRAPA will want these also).

The proposal is not in a final format, because IAC is working with EMBRAPA material from Brazil, and I 
was informed a couple of days ago that EMBRAPA would want the proposal rewritten in their format (I 
have seen but do not have a copy of this yet).  I imagine that changes could be requested by multiple 
parties (esp. the TPPB and Mars, Inc.) yet as the process develops.

We will of course need an MTA also for any material that we send to Brazil.  I think that any MTA for a 
Mars project would be simpler than an MTA for the Chevron project because Mars said that it has no 
interest in property rights or royalties for any varieties released.  This would allow use of a standard MTA 
and PVP, which is allowed by Brazilian law. 
  Ignacio Godoy has had several meetings with growers in Brazil, and as a result, he has said that they 
have agreed to payment of royalties on AgriLife varieties under PVP, which is a positive step.

If approved, this could allow bringing in wild species and cultivated germplasm from Brazil to Texas also, 
which has been impossible for the past few years.  EMBRAPA, however, will have an MTA for us to sign 
also, as export of germplasm from Brazil is illegal without government approval.

Sincerely,

Mark



--
Mark Burow
Associate Professor, Peanut Breeding and Genetics Texas AgriLife Research Texas A&M System and 
Texas Tech University Department of Plant and Soil Science

Address:
Texas AgriLife Research and Extension Center
1102 East FM 1294
Lubbock, TX 79403
Phone: (806)-746-6101
FAX: (806)-746-6528
email: mburow@tamu.edu



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: TMiller@ag.tamu.edu; MLW@ag.tamu.edu; DWelsh@ag.tamu.edu; DRenchie@ag.ta...
CC: CNessler.EXTERNAL.Internet; TDavis@ag.tamu.edu; MDozier@ag.tamu.edu; JSu...
Date: 7/14/2010 8:36 AM
Subject: Re: Potato Work - Extension Project(s)

Thanks Pete and James.

Bill

________________________________

From: Pete Gibbs <p-gibbs@tamu.edu> 
To: David Appel <Appel@ag.tamu.edu>; Bruce Lesikar <b-lesikar@tamu.edu>; Chris Sansone <c-
sansone@tamu.edu>; Don Renchie <d-renchie@tamu.edu>; Doug Welsh <d-welsh@tamu.edu>; Mark 
Waller <mwaller@tamu.edu>; Travis Miller <td-miller@tamu.edu> 
Cc: Baltensperger, David; John Nichols <JPN@ag.tamu.edu>; Kevin Heinz <KHeinz@ag.tamu.edu>; 
Gross, Dennis; McCutchen, Bill; James Supak <j-supak@tamu.edu>; Monty Dozier <m-
dozier@tamu.edu>; Davis, Tim 
Sent: Wed Jul 14 08:26:01 2010
Subject: Potato Work - Extension Project(s) 

Any thoughts, suggestions, ideas that you have, do not hesitate to talk to James Supak, or you can let me 
know and I will pass it on, either way is fine.
 
The Zebra Chip conference call was Monday.  Since then, some communication from James Supak 
indicates potential for an August meeting with TDA. The potato growers and Frito-Lay are intending to 
pursue another round of state funding for the Texas Zebra Chip Research Program.  This time, however, 
they want the program to include one or more extension projects. I anticipate that before the meeting in 
Austin, Jack Wallace et al will be calling for suggestions on how to structure that specific request.  
 
Supak is in Weslaco today and is visiting with Juan Anciso and others to get input/suggestions as per 
needs and opportunities with the valley growers, as well as what can realistically be tackled and 
accomplished. Again, if you have suggestions, talk to James Supak. 
 
pete



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: AIbrahim@ag.tamu.edu; DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
CC: RLSutton.EXTERNAL.Internet; JSWEETEN@ag.tamu.edu; JCRUDD@ag.tamu.edu; 
rw...
Date: 8/21/2010 6:23 AM
Subject: Re: Proposal to join the SUNGRAINS Program

Thanks David and Amir.  I think we should discuss as a group.  Does someone want to arrange for a 
meeting / telecon please?

Bill

----- Original Message -----
From: David Baltensperger <Dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Amir M Ibrahim <AIbrahim@ag.tamu.edu>; McCutchen, Bill
Cc: Steve Brown <RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu>; Robert Duncan  Jackie Rudd <j-
rudd@tamu.edu>; John Sweeten <j-sweeten@tamu.edu>; Russell Sutton <r-sutton@tamu.edu>
Sent: Thu Aug 19 22:52:32 2010
Subject: Re: Proposal to join the SUNGRAINS Program

Bill,

Note that I have investigated this opportunity a bit and feel that it is a win-win as well.  I support this action 
and asked him to present this to you and the small grains group. 

David D. Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2474 TAMU
College Station, Texas 77843-2474
 
Phone 979-845-3041
Fax 979-845-0456
Email dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
 
 
 

>>> Amir M Ibrahim 8/19/2010 7:27 PM >>>
Dear Dr. McCutchen,

Please find attached a proposal to join the SUNGRAINS program.  I have also attached the original white 
paper that initiated this program as well as the latest contract signed by the member universities.  
Membership will be limited to oats and soft wheat research, and we believe that our program and Texas 
AgriLife Research will benefit greatly from this.  I will be glad to meet and talk in details about this 
program.  Please don't hesitate to contact me at any time to discuss.  Thank you.

Best regards,

Amir

-------------------------------------
Amir Ibrahim, Ph.D.



Associate Professor, 
Small Grains Breeder/Geneticist
Dep. of Soil and Crop Sciences
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
Texas A&M University
2474 TAMU
College Station, Texas 77843-2474
Work: (979) 845-8274
Fax: (979) 845-0456



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: TPHILLIPS@cvm.tamu.edu; SMurray@ag.tamu.edu; DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
CC: JYoung@ag.tamu.edu; JSlovacek.EXTERNAL.Internet; RVAvant.EXTERNAL.Intern...
Date: 9/1/2009 10:16 AM
Subject: RE: RE: aflatoxin amelioration cancer proposal

Might want to go to CPRIT website and understand the RFP.  Here is the
web address.

http://www.cprit.state.tx.us/pdfs/rfa_r-10-i1.pdf

Bill
--

Bill F. McCutchen, Ph.D.
Associate Director
Texas AgriLife Research 
Texas A&M University System
113 Jack K. Williams Administration Building
2142 TAMU College Station, TX 77843-2142
979-845-8488 Tel
979-458-4765 Fax
bmccutchen@tamu.edu
-----Original Message-----
From: David Baltensperger [mailto:DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 01, 2009 9:30 AM
To: Seth C Murray; Tim Phillips
Cc: Joseph M Awika; Mikhailo Kolomiets; Youjun Deng; Adam Helms; Avant,
Bob; McCutchen, Bill; Slovacek, Jackie; Judy Young
Subject: Fwd: RE: aflatoxin amelioration cancer proposal

Seth,

Great catch -- I don't know how Tim got left off when it was to discuss
the program with him, but I will copy him with the email chain and hope
that he can join us for the call tomorrow at 1:00 Dial In Number:
888-296-6500.  Code:  or in person in HEEP (Soil and Crop
Sciences 437 Conference room).

Tim,

Hope you can join us and add your insight..  

David D. Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2474 TAMU
College Station, Texas 77843-2474
 
Phone 979-845-3041
Fax 979-845-0456
Email dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
 
 



 

>>> Seth C Murray 9/1/2009 7:30 AM >>>
I realized Tim Phillips has not been on any of these e-mails and
probably does not know about today's meeting ... did you want to invite
him? After thinking about it some more I think your suggestion of having
him be the key name for this proposal makes a lot of sense.

Thanks,

Seth



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: WJDeluca@tamu.edu; LNELSON@ag.tamu.edu; DHolland@tamu.edu; 
CLONG@ag.tamu...
CC: JHurley@tamu.edu; JSlovacek.EXTERNAL.Internet; Caroline-Lawson@tamu.edu
Date: 9/21/2009 7:59 AM
Subject: RE: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL

I approve

--

Bill F. McCutchen, Ph.D.
Associate Director
Texas AgriLife Research 
Texas A&M University System
113 Jack K. Williams Administration Building
2142 TAMU College Station, TX 77843-2142
979-845-8488 Tel
979-458-4765 Fax
bmccutchen@tamu.edu

-----Original Message-----
From: David Baltensperger [mailto:DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu] 
Sent: Friday, September 18, 2009 8:55 PM
To: Steve Brown; McCutchen, Bill; Long, Charles; Holland, L. Diane;
Lloyd Nelson; DeLuca, Warren
Cc: Lawson, Caroline; Slovacek, Jackie; Hurley, Janie C.
Subject: Re: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL

I approve.

David Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2472 TAMU
College Station
Texas 77843-2474

979-845-3041 
-----Original Message-----
From: "Holland, L. Diane" <DHolland@tamu.edu>
To: McCutchen, Bill <BMcCutchen.EXTERNAL.Internet>
Cc: Slovacek, Jackie A <JSlovacek.EXTERNAL.Internet>
To: Baltensperger, David <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Long, Charles <CLONG@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Nelson, Lloyd <LNELSON@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Brown, Steve <RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu>
Cc: Lawson, Caroline <Caroline-Lawson@tamu.edu>
Cc: Hurley, Janie C. <JHurley@tamu.edu>
To: DeLuca, Warren <WJDeluca@tamu.edu>

Sent: 9/18/2009 4:48:54 PM
Subject: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL

Good Afternoon,



 

 

Attached for your consideration and approval is a draft of a proposed
License Agreement between Turf Merchants, Inc. and The Texas A&M
University System.  Also attached is a Business Review summarizing the
conditions of this Agreement and an approval form.  If the Agreement is
acceptable as written, please indicate your approval with an email
response copying everyone on this email.  In the interest of time, we
are doing this routing approval via email.  I look forward to hearing
back from you soon.

 

 

Best Regards,

 

 

Diane Holland

Office of Technology Commercialization

Texas A&M University Systems

1700 Research Parkway, Suite 250

3369 TAMU

College Station, TX  77843-3369

979-845-8966 - phone

979-845-1402 - fax

 

 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: WJDeluca@tamu.edu; RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu; DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu; DHol...
CC: Caroline-Lawson@tamu.edu; JSlovacek.EXTERNAL.Internet
Date: 7/27/2009 9:49 PM
Subject: Re: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL - License Agreement with Crosbyton Seed Company

I approve

________________________________

From: Bill Rooney <wlr@tamu.edu> 
To: Holland, L. Diane; Baltensperger, David; 'Steve Brown' <RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu>; McCutchen, Bill; 
DeLuca, Warren 
Cc: Slovacek, Jackie; Lawson, Caroline 
Sent: Mon Jul 27 15:05:45 2009
Subject: RE: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL - License Agreement with Crosbyton Seed Company 

I approve.  
 
bill 
 
 
Dr. William L. Rooney
Professor, Sorghum Breeding and Genetics
Chair, Plant Release Committee
Texas A&M University
College Station, Texas 77843-2474
979 845 2151 

-----Original Message-----
From: Holland, L. Diane [mailto:DHolland@tamu.edu] 
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2009 10:17 AM
To: Bill Rooney; Baltensperger, David; Steve Brown; McCutchen, Bill; DeLuca, Warren
Cc: Slovacek, Jackie; Lawson, Caroline
Subject: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL - License Agreement with Crosbyton Seed 

Company
Importance: High

Good Morning,

 

Attached for your consideration and approval is a draft of the above referenced 
Agreement.  We are simultaneously seeking approval as to the form and legal sufficiency from the 
System Office of General Counsel.

 

We respectfully request that you indicate your approval by replying via email.  If a 
response is not received back from you within 10 days of this email, we will assume the Agreement is 
acceptable as written; and upon receipt of the System Office of General Counsel’s approval, will proceed 
with preparation of the original Agreement. 



 

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and I look forward to your reply.

 

Diane Holland

Office of Technology Commercialization

Texas A&M University Systems

1700 Research Parkway, Suite 250

3369 TAMU

College Station, TX  77843-3369

979-845-8966 - phone

979-845-1402 - fax

 

 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu; LRooney@ag.tamu.edu; DHolland@tamu.edu
CC: JSlovacek.EXTERNAL.Internet; RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu; JHurley@tamu.edu
Date: 9/25/2009 2:02 PM
Subject: RE: Request for Approval - TAMUS 2741-2746

Sorry, thought I had approved.

 

Bill

 

--

Bill F. McCutchen, Ph.D.

Associate Director

Texas AgriLife Research 

Texas A&M University System

113 Jack K. Williams Administration Building

2142 TAMU College Station, TX 77843-2142

979-845-8488 Tel

979-458-4765 Fax

bmccutchen@tamu.edu

________________________________

From: Holland, L. Diane 
Sent: Friday, September 25, 2009 11:57 AM
To: Lloyd Rooney; Baltensperger, David; McCutchen, Bill
Cc: Hurley, Janie C.; 'Steve Brown'; Slovacek, Jackie
Subject: FW: Request for Approval - TAMUS 2741-2746
Importance: High

 

Dear Lloyd, David, and Bill,

 

I have received approval on the License Agreement TAMUS 2741-2746 from
Steve and Warren.  Could each of you email me your reply?

 

Thanks!



Diane

 

From: Holland, L. Diane 
Sent: Monday, September 21, 2009 3:15 PM
To: 'Lloyd Rooney'; Baltensperger, David; 'Steve Brown'; McCutchen,
Bill; DeLuca, Warren
Cc: Slovacek, Jackie; Lawson, Caroline; Hurley, Janie C.
Subject: Request for Approval - TAMUS 2741-2746
Importance: High

 

Gentlemen<

 

Attached for your consideration and approval is a draft of a proposed
Non-exclusive License Agreement between Cleanergy Seeds Ltd. and The
Texas A&M University System.  Also attached is a brief summarizing the
terms of the Agreement, and an approval form.  If the Agreement is
acceptable as written, please indicate your approval with an email
response copying everyone on this email.  In the interest of time, we
are doing this routing approval via email.  I look forward to hearing
back from you soon.

 

Best Regards,

 

 

 

Diane Holland

Office of Technology Commercialization

Texas A&M University Systems

1700 Research Parkway, Suite 250

3369 TAMU

College Station, TX  77843-3369

979-845-8966 - phone

979-845-1402 - fax

 

 





From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: WJDeluca@tamu.edu; RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu; DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu; FGil...
CC: JHurley@tamu.edu; Caroline-Lawson@tamu.edu; JSlovacek.EXTERNAL.Internet
Date: 7/28/2009 8:13 PM
Subject: Re: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL

I approve and agreed.

________________________________

From: Milton C. Engelke <m-engelke@tamu.edu> 
To: Holland, L. Diane; Frank E. Gilstrap <f-gilstrap@tamu.edu>; Baltensperger, David; Steve Brown 
<RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu>; McCutchen, Bill; DeLuca, Warren 
Cc: Slovacek, Jackie; Lawson, Caroline; Hurley, Janie C. 
Sent: Tue Jul 28 17:34:28 2009
Subject: RE: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL 

I approve and for the record we must consider there has got to be a better way to deal with licensees in 
blatant violation of IP policy and protocol than taking nearly 7 years to reach a resolution on the part of 
TAMUS.  

 

Milt

 

 

M. C. Engelke, Ph. D.

Associate Center Director

Research Team Coordinator

AgriLIFE Research and Extension - Urban Solutions Center

17360 Coit Road

Dallas, TX 75252

C: 

O: 972 952 9269

 

From: Holland, L. Diane [mailto:DHolland@tamu.edu] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2009 2:21 PM
To: Milton C. Engelke; Frank E. Gilstrap; Baltensperger, David; Steve Brown; McCutchen, Bill; DeLuca, 
Warren
Cc: Slovacek, Jackie; Lawson, Caroline; Hurley, Janie C.



Subject: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL
Importance: High

 

Good Afternoon:

 

Attached for your consideration and approval is a draft of the above referenced Agreement.  Please note 
the OGC has been directly involved in this case and has already reviewed and approved this Agreement.

 

We respectfully request that you indicate your approval by replying via email.  If a response is not 
received back from you within 10 days of this email, we will assume the Agreement is acceptable as 
written; and upon receipt of the System Office of General Counsel’s approval, will proceed with 
preparation of the original Agreement. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and I look forward to your reply.

 

 

Diane Holland

Office of Technology Commercialization

Texas A&M University Systems

1700 Research Parkway, Suite 250

3369 TAMU

College Station, TX  77843-3369

979-845-8966 - phone

979-845-1402 - fax

 

 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: "Baltensperger, David" <dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>, <jmoore@ag.tamu.edu...
CC: "Brummett, Robert G." <brummettr@tamu.edu>, "Lawson, Caroline" <Caroline...
Date: 10/30/2010 10:11 AM
Subject: Re: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL

Agree to approve.

----- Original Message -----
From: David Baltensperger <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Jaroy Moore <JMoore@ag.tamu.edu>; Steve Brown <RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu>; McCutchen, Bill; 
Holland, L. Diane; Gary C Peterson <g-peterson1@tamu.edu>; DeLuca, Warren; Bill L Rooney 
<wlr@tamu.edu>
Cc: Brummett, Robert G.; Lawson, Caroline; Todd, Danielle M; Slovacek, Jackie; Hurley, Janie C.; 
Schuerman, Peter L.
Sent: Fri Oct 29 16:32:21 2010
Subject: Re: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL

I concur.

David Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2472 TAMU
College Station
Texas 77843-2474

979-845-3041 
-----Original Message-----
From: "Bill Rooney" <wlr@tamu.edu>
To: McCutchen, Bill <BMcCutchen.EXTERNAL.Internet>
Cc: Slovacek, Jackie A <JSlovacek.EXTERNAL.Internet>
Cc: Schuerman, Peter L <PLSchuerman.EXTERNAL.Internet>
To: Peterson, Gary C <GPeterso@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Moore, Jaroy <JMoore@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Baltensperger, David <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Brown, Steve <RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu>
Cc: Brummett, Robert G. <brummettr@tamu.edu>
Cc: Lawson, Caroline <Caroline-Lawson@tamu.edu>
To: Holland, L. Diane <DHolland@tamu.edu>
Cc: Todd, Danielle M <DTodd@tamu.edu>
Cc: Hurley, Janie C. <JHurley@tamu.edu>
To: DeLuca, Warren <WJDeluca@tamu.edu>

Sent: 10/29/2010 3:54:19 PM
Subject: RE: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL

Diane: 

 

I approve of the agreement.  

 



Regards, 

 

Bill 

 

From: Holland, L. Diane [mailto:DHolland@tamu.edu] 
Sent: Friday, October 29, 2010 11:46 AM
To: Bill Rooney; Gary C Peterson; JMoore@ag.tamu.edu; Baltensperger, David;
Steve Brown; McCutchen, Bill; DeLuca, Warren
Cc: Todd, Danielle M; Lawson, Caroline; Brummett, Robert G.; Hurley, Janie
C.; Schuerman, Peter L.; Holland, L. Diane; Slovacek, Jackie
Subject: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL
Importance: High

 

Good Morning,

 

Attached for your consideration and approval is a draft of the proposed
Option Agreement with Chromatin, Inc. for the evaluation and potential
commercialization of multiple sorghum lines, individually identified in
Exhibit A of the Option Agreement.  To expedite the approval routing
process, we are sending this approval via email.  If the agreement is
acceptable as written, please indicate your approval by signing the approval
and then scanning a copy back via email to everyone copied on this email.
If you do not have access to scanning, a simple email statement as to your
approval will be sufficient.  If you have any questions, please let me know.
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.  I look forward to
hearing back from you soon.

 

Best Regards,

 

 

 

Diane Holland

Administrative Assistant

Office of Technology Commercialization

Texas A&M University Systems

800 Raymond Stotzer Parkway, Ste. 2020

3369 TAMU



College Station, TX  77843-3369

979-845-8966 - phone

979-845-1402 - fax

 

Welcome to Aggieland!

 

 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: WJDeluca@tamu.edu; RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu; DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu; DHol...
CC: brummettr@tamu.edu; Caroline-Lawson@tamu.edu; JSlovacek.EXTERNAL.Interne...
Date: 1/15/2010 6:22 PM
Subject: Re: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL

I approve

________________________________

From: Bill Rooney <wlr@tamu.edu> 
To: Holland, L. Diane; Baltensperger, David; 'Steve Brown' <RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu>; McCutchen, Bill; 
DeLuca, Warren 
Cc: Slovacek, Jackie; Lawson, Caroline; Brummett, Robert G. 
Sent: Fri Jan 15 18:18:00 2010
Subject: RE: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL 

I approve. 

 

From: Holland, L. Diane [mailto:DHolland@tamu.edu] 
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2010 12:52 PM
To: Bill Rooney; Baltensperger, David; Steve Brown; McCutchen, Bill; DeLuca, Warren
Cc: Slovacek, Jackie; Lawson, Caroline; Brummett, Robert G.
Subject: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL

 

Gentlemen,

 

Attached for your consideration and approval is a draft of the proposed Non-exclusive Material Transfer 
and Evaluation License Agreement with Sem West S.R.L.

 

To expedite routing, if the Agreement is acceptable as written, please indicate your approval by 
responding as such via email to all those copied on this email.  If you have any questions, please let me 
know.

 

Best Regards,

 

 

 

Diane Holland



Administrative Assistant

Office of Technology Commercialization

Texas A&M University Systems

800 Raymond Stotzer Parkway, Ste. 2020

3369 TAMU

College Station, TX  77843-3369

979-845-8966 - phone

979-845-1402 - fax

 

 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: "Baltensperger, David" <dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>, <jmoore@ag.tamu.edu...
CC: "Brummett, Robert G." <brummettr@tamu.edu>, "Lawson, Caroline" <Caroline...
Date: 10/30/2010 6:57 PM
Subject: Re: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL

On second thought/review, I would like to study this agreement in more detail.  I have a couple of 
questions.

Bill

----- Original Message -----
From: McCutchen, Bill
To: Baltensperger, David; 'jmoore@ag.tamu.edu' <jmoore@ag.tamu.edu>; 'rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu' 
<rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu>; Holland, L. Diane; 'g-peterson1@tamu.edu' <g-peterson1@tamu.edu>; 
DeLuca, Warren; 'wlr@tamu.edu' <wlr@tamu.edu>
Cc: Brummett, Robert G.; Lawson, Caroline; Todd, Danielle M; Slovacek, Jackie; Hurley, Janie C.; 
Schuerman, Peter L.
Sent: Sat Oct 30 10:11:03 2010
Subject: Re: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL

Agree to approve.

----- Original Message -----
From: David Baltensperger <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Jaroy Moore <JMoore@ag.tamu.edu>; Steve Brown <RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu>; McCutchen, Bill; 
Holland, L. Diane; Gary C Peterson <g-peterson1@tamu.edu>; DeLuca, Warren; Bill L Rooney 
<wlr@tamu.edu>
Cc: Brummett, Robert G.; Lawson, Caroline; Todd, Danielle M; Slovacek, Jackie; Hurley, Janie C.; 
Schuerman, Peter L.
Sent: Fri Oct 29 16:32:21 2010
Subject: Re: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL

I concur.

David Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2472 TAMU
College Station
Texas 77843-2474

979-845-3041 
-----Original Message-----
From: "Bill Rooney" <wlr@tamu.edu>
To: McCutchen, Bill <BMcCutchen.EXTERNAL.Internet>
Cc: Slovacek, Jackie A <JSlovacek.EXTERNAL.Internet>
Cc: Schuerman, Peter L <PLSchuerman.EXTERNAL.Internet>
To: Peterson, Gary C <GPeterso@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Moore, Jaroy <JMoore@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Baltensperger, David <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Brown, Steve <RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu>
Cc: Brummett, Robert G. <brummettr@tamu.edu>
Cc: Lawson, Caroline <Caroline-Lawson@tamu.edu>
To: Holland, L. Diane <DHolland@tamu.edu>



Cc: Todd, Danielle M <DTodd@tamu.edu>
Cc: Hurley, Janie C. <JHurley@tamu.edu>
To: DeLuca, Warren <WJDeluca@tamu.edu>

Sent: 10/29/2010 3:54:19 PM
Subject: RE: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL

Diane: 

 

I approve of the agreement.  

 

Regards, 

 

Bill 

 

From: Holland, L. Diane [mailto:DHolland@tamu.edu] 
Sent: Friday, October 29, 2010 11:46 AM
To: Bill Rooney; Gary C Peterson; JMoore@ag.tamu.edu; Baltensperger, David;
Steve Brown; McCutchen, Bill; DeLuca, Warren
Cc: Todd, Danielle M; Lawson, Caroline; Brummett, Robert G.; Hurley, Janie
C.; Schuerman, Peter L.; Holland, L. Diane; Slovacek, Jackie
Subject: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL
Importance: High

 

Good Morning,

 

Attached for your consideration and approval is a draft of the proposed
Option Agreement with Chromatin, Inc. for the evaluation and potential
commercialization of multiple sorghum lines, individually identified in
Exhibit A of the Option Agreement.  To expedite the approval routing
process, we are sending this approval via email.  If the agreement is
acceptable as written, please indicate your approval by signing the approval
and then scanning a copy back via email to everyone copied on this email.
If you do not have access to scanning, a simple email statement as to your
approval will be sufficient.  If you have any questions, please let me know.
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.  I look forward to
hearing back from you soon.

 

Best Regards,

 



 

 

Diane Holland

Administrative Assistant

Office of Technology Commercialization

Texas A&M University Systems

800 Raymond Stotzer Parkway, Ste. 2020

3369 TAMU

College Station, TX  77843-3369

979-845-8966 - phone

979-845-1402 - fax

 

Welcome to Aggieland!

 

 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: WJDeluca@tamu.edu; WXu@ag.tamu.edu; DHolland@tamu.edu; 
JMoore@ag.tamu.ed...
CC: JHurley@tamu.edu; Jeanine.Pennington@tamu.edu; Caroline-Lawson@tamu.edu
Date: 10/5/2009 11:55 AM
Subject: RE: REQUEST FOR APPROVALl

I approve.

--

Bill F. McCutchen, Ph.D.
Associate Director
Texas AgriLife Research 
Texas A&M University System
113 Jack K. Williams Administration Building
2142 TAMU College Station, TX 77843-2142
979-845-8488 Tel
979-458-4765 Fax
bmccutchen@tamu.edu

-----Original Message-----
From: Steve Brown [mailto:rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu] 
Sent: Monday, October 05, 2009 11:48 AM
To: Baltensperger, David; Jaroy Moore; McCutchen, Bill; Holland, L.
Diane; Wenwei Xu; DeLuca, Warren
Cc: Lawson, Caroline; Pennington, Jeanine M.; Hurley, Janie C.
Subject: Re: REQUEST FOR APPROVALl

Hi Diane,

I approve - but the word inbred is misspelled ('imbred')  in the 1st
Whereas and in 1.01.  Might wish to correct prior to execution.

Thanks,

Steve Brown
Program Director
Texas Foundation Seed Service
Email: rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu
PH: 940-552-6226
website  http://tfss.tamu.edu
FAX:940-552-5524

>>> "Holland, L. Diane" <DHolland@tamu.edu> 10/5/2009 11:17 AM >>>
Good Morning,

 

Attached for your consideration and approval is a draft of a proposed
Non-exclusive Material Transfer Agreement and Research Use License with
Semillas Tuniche Ltda.  Also attached is a brief summarizing the terms
of the proposed Agreement.  If the Agreement is acceptable as written,
please indicate your approval with an email response copying everyone on
this email.  In the interest of time, we are doing this routing approval
via email.  I look forward to hearing back from you soon.



 

Best Regards,

 

 

 

Diane Holland

Office of Technology Commercialization

Texas A&M University Systems

800 Raymond Stotzer Parkway, Ste. 2020

3369 TAMU

College Station, TX  77843-3369

979-845-8966 - phone

979-845-1402 - fax

 

 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu; JMoore@ag.tamu.edu; DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu; GPe...
CC: WDugas.EXTERNAL.Internet; JHurley@tamu.edu; PLSchuerman.EXTERNAL.Interne...
Date: 10/7/2009 7:37 AM
Subject: RE: Rosenow Release Observation

Gary,

Can I assume that these are parental lines from the Rosenow nursery
which are publicly available?  If so, then we certainly keep them
publicly available, but with all other material we should require an
MTA, per our existing System policy.  I am going to forward this list to
Janie and OTC so that they have a record as well.

Thanks for the heads up.

Bill 

--

Bill F. McCutchen, Ph.D.

Associate Director

Texas AgriLife Research 

Texas A&M University System

113 Jack K. Williams Administration Building

2142 TAMU College Station, TX 77843-2142

979-845-8488 Tel

979-458-4765 Fax

bmccutchen@tamu.edu

________________________________

From: Gary C Peterson [mailto:g-peterson1@tamu.edu] 
Sent: Monday, October 05, 2009 10:44 AM
To: Baltensperger, David; Jaroy Moore; Steve Brown; McCutchen, Bill
Cc: Bill L Rooney
Subject: Rosenow Release Observation

 

Bill,

 

A list of breeding lines (see attached) from the Rosenow breeding
program was distributed to many sorghum scientists in August.  The
breeding lines represent the range of germplasm in that program.
Individuals evaluating the lines at either College Station or Lubbock



were told the material would be available with an MTA.

 

I have classified the lines for status - released, unreleased, etc - and
whether an MTA is appropriate.  Bill Rooney has looked at the list and
the status/recommendation.

 

If there are any questions please call.

 

Regards,

 

Gary

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Gary C. Peterson

Professor

Texas AgriLife Research & Extension Center

1102 E. FM 1294

Lubbock, TX  79403

g-peterson1@tamu.edu or gpeterso@ag.tamu.edu

tel:   806-746-4019
fax:  806-746-6528



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: rjessup@tamu.edu
CC: RVAvant.EXTERNAL.Internet; WLRooney.EXTERNAL.Internet; Brian.Schmitt@tam...
Date: 10/9/2009 6:32 AM
Subject: Re: Russell Jessup

Thanks Russ. I'm not sure we will be able to provide clear guidance on all of the FTO questions next 
Monday, but this message provides a clear and concise list of issues that we can discuss. Some of these 
may require us to obtain an independent, outside legal opinion per FTO.

Thanks again,

Bill

________________________________

From: 
To: McCutchen, Bill 
Cc: Baltensperger, David; Schuerman, Peter L.; Schmitt, Brian C.; wlr@tamu.edu <wlr@tamu.edu>; 
Avant, Bob 
Sent: Thu Oct 08 22:49:58 2009
Subject: RE: Russell Jessup 

 Peter,

Towards enabling maximum progress at next Monday's meeting, I would like to frame my inquiry 
beforehand.  Broadly, I would like to discuss encumbrances and FTO in perennial grass crops my 
program could deploy for biofuels, turfgrass, forage, etc. markets.  Specifically:

1) per the CERES agreement.

2)  per the CERES agreement.

4) Other 'agency' SRAs that might effect perennial grasses (Napiergrass, Pearl Millet-Napiergrass, 
Buffelgrass, Bermudagrass, Buffalograss, Bluegrass--TX, KY, TX x KY, Switchgrass, Kleingrass, 
Guineagrass).  

5) AgriLife policy regarding 'agency' SRAs vs. traditional 'PI' limited SRAs.

Having the CERES/Chevron/etc. agreements available Monday or earlier would aid my understanding of 
our commitments immensely.  If any further preliminary discussion would be beneficial please feel free to 
contact me.

Many thanks,

Russ
=====
Russell Jessup
Assistant Professor
Perennial Grass Breeder
Dept. of Soil & Crop Sci.



Texas A&M University
rjessup@tamu.edu
979-315-4242

-----Original Message-----
From: j-slovacek@tamu.edu
Sent: Tue, 29 Sep 2009 07:44:29 -0500
To: bmccutchen@tamu.edu, kzak@tamu.edu, rjessup@tamu.edu
Subject: RE: Russell Jessup

Meeting has been set for Monday, October 12th at 1:30 pm in suite 113 Jack K Williams 
Admin Building conference room.

 

Thanks all for responding!  Have a great day!

 

Jackie

 

 

Jackie Slovacek

Assistant to the Associate Director

Texas AgriLife Research

113 Jack K Williams Administration Bldg

College Station, Texas 77843-2142

 

979.845.7980

979.458.4765 Fax

________________________________

From: Slovacek, Jackie 
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2009 4:03 PM
To: McCutchen, Bill; Zak, Kendra; 'Russell Jessup'
Cc: Baltensperger, David; Schuerman, Peter L.; Schmitt, Brian C.; 'wlr@tamu.edu'; 

Avant, Bob; Judy Young
Subject: RE: Russell Jessup
Importance: High



 

Dear Drs. Baltensperger, Rooney and Jessup:

 

The following dates are available for McCutchen, Schuerman, Avant and Schmitt:

 

Oct 5th  at 3:00 pm

Oct 6th  at 3:30 pm

Oct 12th from 1:30 pm until 5:00 pm

Oct 13th from 8-10 am and 1:30 – 5:00 pm

 

Please let me know if any of these dates work with your schedules and I will be happy to 
set up this meeting.

 

Thanks

Jackie

 

 

Jackie Slovacek

Assistant to the Associate Director

Texas AgriLife Research

113 Jack K Williams Administration Bldg

College Station, Texas 77843-2142

 

979.845.7980

979.458.4765 Fax

 

-----Original Message-----
From: McCutchen, Bill 
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2009 3:36 PM
To: Slovacek, Jackie; Zak, Kendra



Cc: Baltensperger, David; Schuerman, Peter L.; Schmitt, Brian C.; 'wlr@tamu.edu'; 
Avant, Bob

Subject: Russell Jessup

 

Jackie and Kendra,

 

Can you please arrange for a meeting (in the next couple of weeks with this entire cc:d 
group) with Dr. Jessup to discuss his RD program and FTO questions? 

 

Also, please forward to Dr. Jessup as I don't have his email on BB.

 

Thanks,

 

Bill



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: DGILLILA@ag.tamu.edu; rjessup@tamu.edu; PLSchuerman.EXTERNAL.Internet
CC: RVAvant.EXTERNAL.Internet; WLRooney.EXTERNAL.Internet; Brian.Schmitt@tam...
Date: 10/9/2009 7:47 AM
Subject: RE: Russell Jessup

Diane,

 

Can you send Russell Jessup and this group PDF's of the Ceres' and
Chevron agreements?  

 

 

--

Bill F. McCutchen, Ph.D.

Associate Director

Texas AgriLife Research 

Texas A&M University System

113 Jack K. Williams Administration Building

2142 TAMU College Station, TX 77843-2142

979-845-8488 Tel

979-458-4765 Fax

bmccutchen@tamu.edu

________________________________

From: Schuerman, Peter L. 
Sent: Friday, October 09, 2009 7:35 AM
To: 'rjessup@tamu.edu'; McCutchen, Bill
Cc: Baltensperger, David; Schmitt, Brian C.; 'wlr@tamu.edu'; Avant, Bob
Subject: Re: Russell Jessup

 

Russ,

Thanks for your inquiry. The agreements you ask for are available
through AgriLife, and questions about policy should be directed to them
as well. 

I see this as less complicated than it may appear to be on the surface.
Looking forward to discussing on Monday.



Best regards,
Peter Schuerman, Ph.D. 
Director, Licensing and Intellectual Property
Office of Technology Commercialization 

Sent from 979.571.1816

 

________________________________

From: 
To: McCutchen, Bill
Cc: Baltensperger, David; Schuerman, Peter L.; Schmitt, Brian C.;
wlr@tamu.edu <wlr@tamu.edu>; Avant, Bob
Sent: Thu Oct 08 22:49:58 2009
Subject: RE: Russell Jessup

 Peter,

 

Towards enabling maximum progress at next Monday's meeting, I would like
to frame my inquiry beforehand.  Broadly, I would like to discuss
encumbrances and FTO in perennial grass crops my program could deploy
for biofuels, turfgrass, forage, etc. markets.  Specifically:

 

1) per the CERES
agreement.

 

2) 
per the CERES agreement.

 

 

4) Other 'agency' SRAs that might effect perennial grasses (Napiergrass,
Pearl Millet-Napiergrass, Buffelgrass, Bermudagrass, Buffalograss,
Bluegrass--TX, KY, TX x KY, Switchgrass, Kleingrass, Guineagrass).  

 

5) AgriLife policy regarding 'agency' SRAs vs. traditional 'PI' limited
SRAs.



 

Having the CERES/Chevron/etc. agreements available Monday or earlier
would aid my understanding of our commitments immensely.  If any further
preliminary discussion would be beneficial please feel free to contact
me.

 

Many thanks,

 

Russ

=====
Russell Jessup
Assistant Professor
Perennial Grass Breeder
Dept. of Soil & Crop Sci.
Texas A&M University
rjessup@tamu.edu
979-315-4242

 

-----Original Message-----
From: j-slovacek@tamu.edu
Sent: Tue, 29 Sep 2009 07:44:29 -0500
To: bmccutchen@tamu.edu, kzak@tamu.edu, rjessup@tamu.edu
Subject: RE: Russell Jessup

Meeting has been set for Monday, October 12th at 1:30 pm in
suite 113 Jack K Williams Admin Building conference room.

 

Thanks all for responding!  Have a great day!

 

Jackie

 

 

Jackie Slovacek

Assistant to the Associate Director

Texas AgriLife Research

113 Jack K Williams Administration Bldg



College Station, Texas 77843-2142

 

979.845.7980

979.458.4765 Fax

________________________________

From: Slovacek, Jackie 
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2009 4:03 PM
To: McCutchen, Bill; Zak, Kendra; 'Russell Jessup'
Cc: Baltensperger, David; Schuerman, Peter L.; Schmitt, Brian

C.; 'wlr@tamu.edu'; Avant, Bob; Judy Young
Subject: RE: Russell Jessup
Importance: High

 

Dear Drs. Baltensperger, Rooney and Jessup:

 

The following dates are available for McCutchen, Schuerman,
Avant and Schmitt:

 

Oct 5th  at 3:00 pm

Oct 6th  at 3:30 pm

Oct 12th from 1:30 pm until 5:00 pm

Oct 13th from 8-10 am and 1:30 - 5:00 pm

 

Please let me know if any of these dates work with your
schedules and I will be happy to set up this meeting.

 

Thanks

Jackie

 

 



Jackie Slovacek

Assistant to the Associate Director

Texas AgriLife Research

113 Jack K Williams Administration Bldg

College Station, Texas 77843-2142

 

979.845.7980

979.458.4765 Fax

 

-----Original Message-----
From: McCutchen, Bill 
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2009 3:36 PM
To: Slovacek, Jackie; Zak, Kendra
Cc: Baltensperger, David; Schuerman, Peter L.; Schmitt, Brian

C.; 'wlr@tamu.edu'; Avant, Bob
Subject: Russell Jessup

 

Jackie and Kendra,

 

Can you please arrange for a meeting (in the next couple of
weeks with this entire cc:d group) with Dr. Jessup to discuss his RD
program and FTO questions? 

 

Also, please forward to Dr. Jessup as I don't have his email on
BB.

 

Thanks,

 

Bill



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: rjessup@tamu.edu; PLSchuerman.EXTERNAL.Internet
CC: RVAvant.EXTERNAL.Internet; WLRooney.EXTERNAL.Internet; Brian.Schmitt@tam...
Date: 10/9/2009 7:48 AM
Subject: RE: Russell Jessup

Russ,

 

As for policy, the agency doesn't' make policy, the System makes policy.

 

The agreement with both Ceres and Chevron was reviewed by department
heads, unit heads, administration within AgriLife Research, the OTC, the
OGC and were both signed off on by then Director Elsa Murano.  That
said, Peter composed, wrote and negotiated on behalf of AgriLife, OTC
and the System with Ceres; so he is very familiar with all aspects -
since it took almost 6+ months of sometimes intense negotiations.  I was
the lead negotiator for AgriLife on the Chevron Master Agreement.

 

Thanks

 

Bill

 

 

--

Bill F. McCutchen, Ph.D.

Associate Director

Texas AgriLife Research 

Texas A&M University System

113 Jack K. Williams Administration Building

2142 TAMU College Station, TX 77843-2142

979-845-8488 Tel

979-458-4765 Fax

bmccutchen@tamu.edu

________________________________



From: Schuerman, Peter L. 
Sent: Friday, October 09, 2009 7:35 AM
To: 'rjessup@tamu.edu'; McCutchen, Bill
Cc: Baltensperger, David; Schmitt, Brian C.; 'wlr@tamu.edu'; Avant, Bob
Subject: Re: Russell Jessup

 

Russ,

Thanks for your inquiry. The agreements you ask for are available
through AgriLife, and questions about policy should be directed to them
as well. 

I see this as less complicated than it may appear to be on the surface.
Looking forward to discussing on Monday.

Best regards,
Peter Schuerman, Ph.D. 
Director, Licensing and Intellectual Property
Office of Technology Commercialization 

Sent from 979.571.1816

 

________________________________

From: 
To: McCutchen, Bill
Cc: Baltensperger, David; Schuerman, Peter L.; Schmitt, Brian C.;
wlr@tamu.edu <wlr@tamu.edu>; Avant, Bob
Sent: Thu Oct 08 22:49:58 2009
Subject: RE: Russell Jessup

 Peter,

 

Towards enabling maximum progress at next Monday's meeting, I would like
to frame my inquiry beforehand.  Broadly, I would like to discuss
encumbrances and FTO in perennial grass crops my program could deploy
for biofuels, turfgrass, forage, etc. markets.  Specifically:

 

1) per the CERES
agreement.

 

2) 
per the CERES agreement.

 



 

4) Other 'agency' SRAs that might effect perennial grasses (Napiergrass,
Pearl Millet-Napiergrass, Buffelgrass, Bermudagrass, Buffalograss,
Bluegrass--TX, KY, TX x KY, Switchgrass, Kleingrass, Guineagrass).  

 

5) AgriLife policy regarding 'agency' SRAs vs. traditional 'PI' limited
SRAs.

 

Having the CERES/Chevron/etc. agreements available Monday or earlier
would aid my understanding of our commitments immensely.  If any further
preliminary discussion would be beneficial please feel free to contact
me.

 

Many thanks,

 

Russ

=====
Russell Jessup
Assistant Professor
Perennial Grass Breeder
Dept. of Soil & Crop Sci.
Texas A&M University
rjessup@tamu.edu
979-315-4242

 

-----Original Message-----
From: j-slovacek@tamu.edu
Sent: Tue, 29 Sep 2009 07:44:29 -0500
To: bmccutchen@tamu.edu, kzak@tamu.edu, rjessup@tamu.edu
Subject: RE: Russell Jessup

Meeting has been set for Monday, October 12th at 1:30 pm in
suite 113 Jack K Williams Admin Building conference room.

 



Thanks all for responding!  Have a great day!

 

Jackie

 

 

Jackie Slovacek

Assistant to the Associate Director

Texas AgriLife Research

113 Jack K Williams Administration Bldg

College Station, Texas 77843-2142

 

979.845.7980

979.458.4765 Fax

________________________________

From: Slovacek, Jackie 
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2009 4:03 PM
To: McCutchen, Bill; Zak, Kendra; 'Russell Jessup'
Cc: Baltensperger, David; Schuerman, Peter L.; Schmitt, Brian

C.; 'wlr@tamu.edu'; Avant, Bob; Judy Young
Subject: RE: Russell Jessup
Importance: High

 

Dear Drs. Baltensperger, Rooney and Jessup:

 

The following dates are available for McCutchen, Schuerman,
Avant and Schmitt:

 

Oct 5th  at 3:00 pm

Oct 6th  at 3:30 pm

Oct 12th from 1:30 pm until 5:00 pm



Oct 13th from 8-10 am and 1:30 - 5:00 pm

 

Please let me know if any of these dates work with your
schedules and I will be happy to set up this meeting.

 

Thanks

Jackie

 

 

Jackie Slovacek

Assistant to the Associate Director

Texas AgriLife Research

113 Jack K Williams Administration Bldg

College Station, Texas 77843-2142

 

979.845.7980

979.458.4765 Fax

 

-----Original Message-----
From: McCutchen, Bill 
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2009 3:36 PM
To: Slovacek, Jackie; Zak, Kendra
Cc: Baltensperger, David; Schuerman, Peter L.; Schmitt, Brian

C.; 'wlr@tamu.edu'; Avant, Bob
Subject: Russell Jessup

 

Jackie and Kendra,

 

Can you please arrange for a meeting (in the next couple of
weeks with this entire cc:d group) with Dr. Jessup to discuss his RD
program and FTO questions? 

 



Also, please forward to Dr. Jessup as I don't have his email on
BB.

 

Thanks,

 

Bill



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: PGibbs@ag.tamu.edu; MAHussey.EXTERNAL.Internet; CNessler.EXTERNAL.Intern...
CC: M_Nelson.EXTERNAL.Internet
Date: 4/24/2010 9:40 AM
Subject: Re: Scott's Meeting Notes

Sounds like a good meeting.

----- Original Message -----
From: David Baltensperger <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Helms, Adam; Sams, Alan; Avant, Bob; McCutchen, Bill; Nessler, Craig; Hussey, Mark; Gibbs, Pete
Cc: Nelson, Michelle
Sent: Sat Apr 24 00:11:38 2010
Subject: Re: Scott's Meeting Notes

Adam and Michelle,

I think you captured most of it, but they are interested in naming opportunities for the new turf area and 
they are very interested in graduate programs and internships.

Thanks for the great job of capturing ideas as they came very fast and were so positive.

David Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2472 TAMU
College Station
Texas 77843-2474

979-845-3041 
-----Original Message-----
From: "Helms, Adam" <ahelms@dsmail.tamu.edu>
To: McCutchen, Bill <BMcCutchen.EXTERNAL.Internet>
To: Nessler, Craig <CNessler.EXTERNAL.Internet>
Cc: Nelson, Michelle <M_Nelson.EXTERNAL.Internet>
To: Avant, Bob <RVAvant.EXTERNAL.Internet>
To: Baltensperger, David <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>

Sent: 4/23/2010 5:21:36 PM
Subject: Scott's Meeting Notes

Please find attached the meeting notes, priorities and next steps
Michelle Nelson and I prepared following the meeting with Scott's April
22.  I have also attached the presentation Scott's presented.  Both of
these files are confidential and need to remain internal to AgriLife.

 

If you have any questions or comments, please contact me at your
earliest convenience.

 



Best,

 

Adam

 

Adam Helms

Project Manager

Corporate Relations

Texas AgriLife Research

Texas A&M University System

100E Centeq Building A, Research Park

1500 Research Parkway

College Station, Texas 77843-2583

(mobile)

979-458-2677 (office)

 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: RVAvant.EXTERNAL.Internet; ahelms@dsmail.tamu.edu
CC: DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
Date: 4/16/2010 8:28 PM
Subject: Re: Scotts NDA

I signed it today.

________________________________

From: Helms, Adam 
To: Avant, Bob; McCutchen, Bill 
Sent: Fri Apr 16 14:50:38 2010
Subject: Scotts NDA 

Baltensperger was asking the status of this – how should I respond knowing it stalled out over 2 months 
ago?

 

Adam Helms

AgriLife Research Corporate Relations

(mobile)

979-458-2677 (office)

________________________________

From: Nelson, Michelle 
Sent: Friday, April 16, 2010 2:37 PM
To: Helms, Adam
Cc: Spurlin, Shayna
Subject: FW: Scotts NDA
Importance: High

 

This is the last thing I have about the Scotts NDA so I’m not sure where this stands unless something has 
been done that I do not know of.  I’m going to send this to Shayna and ask her to ok just in case and then 
we can move forward with signatures.  Bill will be gone next week but Jackie has electronic signature for 
him.  I think Peter will be in the office on Tuesday before the meeting and should be easy to get Smith’s 
signature.

 

Michelle

 

From: Helms, Adam 
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2010 3:05 PM
To: Shayna Spurlin



Cc: Nelson, Michelle
Subject: FW: Scotts NDA

 

Shayna,

 

Attached is our NDA with Scotts.  Nothing of substance has been changed by Scotts.  Please give it your 
ok so we can get signatures.

 

Best,

 

Adam

 

Adam Helms

AgriLife Research Corporate Relations

(mobile)

979-458-2677 (office)

________________________________

From: Nelson, Michelle 
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2010 11:39 AM
To: Helms, Adam
Subject: Scotts NDA

 

Adam,

Please look over.  My changes are in red, theirs is in orange (may be different for you).  I’ve added 
Extension, which they have agreed upon.  If you agree to the additions from us and them, I will safe the 
changes and we can begin the process of acquiring signatures.  

 

Michelle Nelson

Program Associate

100I Centeq Bldg. A 

College Station, Texas 77843

MS 2583



979-458-2671 Office

Cell

 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: "Helms, Adam" <ahelms@tamu.edu>, <t-shupak@tamu.edu>
CC: "Auckerman, Cady" <cady@tamu.edu>, "Gibbs, Pete" <p-gibbs@tamu.edu>, "Ba...
Date: 10/21/2010 10:24 AM
Subject: Re: Scotts Photos - approval needed

This does show COALS, VC, Research and Extension.

----- Original Message -----
From: Helms, Adam
To: Tammy Shupak <t-shupak@tamu.edu>
Cc: Auckerman, Cady; McCutchen, Bill; Gibbs, Pete; Baltensperger, David; Palmer, Lisa; Fannin, Blair
Sent: Thu Oct 21 10:16:19 2010
Subject: Re: Scotts Photos - approval needed

Is there an all inclusive photo like this one?  I snapped this with my phone -



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: PGibbs@ag.tamu.edu; MAHussey.EXTERNAL.Internet; CNessler.EXTERNAL.Intern...
CC: telacher@ag.tamu.edu; GRiskowski.EXTERNAL.Internet; nwilkins@ag.tamu.edu...
Date: 4/24/2010 12:48 PM
Subject: Re: Scotts Visit

Thank you and sorry we had to miss such an important set of meetings but look forward to hearing more.

B

----- Original Message -----
From: David Baltensperger <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Avant, Bob; McCutchen, Bill; Nessler, Craig; Hussey, Mark; Gibbs, Pete
Cc: Kevin Heinz <KHeinz@ag.tamu.edu>; Gross, Dennis; Steve Brown <RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu>; 
Adam Helms <ahelms@tamu.edu>; Frank Gilstrap <f-gilstrap@tamu.edu>; Neal Wilkins 
<nwilkins@tamu.edu>; Riskowski, Gerald; Lacher, Thomas
Sent: Thu Apr 22 18:31:58 2010
Subject: Scotts Visit

** PRIVATE **

Just wanted to share that we had a very successful visit today with The Scotts Company.  They are very 
interested in developing long-term partnerships across many fronts.  They will be following up with Adam 
Helms as point person to negotiate this.  They are interested in developing a long-term partnership that 
could involve many aspects that we had not yet discussed.  Initially they are going to provide some areas 
of interest to us for short term collaboration, but this will be followed with other activity.  

When Bob and Bill get back from Hawaii and we get our notes put together we will provide a more 
detailed report, but there is little doubt that they understand what it takes to come to the table and are 
willing to do so.  

David D. Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2474 TAMU
College Station, Texas 77843-2474
 
Phone 979-845-3041
Fax 979-845-0456
Email dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
 
 
 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: m-delisa@tamu.edu; ahelms@dsmail.tamu.edu
CC: DGILLILA@ag.tamu.edu; dbaltensperger@tamu.edu
Date: 6/23/2010 5:28 PM
Subject: Re: Scotts

Yes, Monica.  Thanks for your engagement and insight to Scotts meeting.

Bill

----- Original Message -----
From: Helms, Adam
To: 'm-delisa@tamu.edu' <m-delisa@tamu.edu>
Cc: 'dbaltensperger@tamu.edu' <dbaltensperger@tamu.edu>; McCutchen, Bill; Gilliland, Diane M.
Sent: Wed Jun 23 17:18:58 2010
Subject: Scotts

Monica,

FYI, Scotts doesn't contain an apostrophe.  The agreements need to use "The Scotts Company LLC".

Thanks so much for a productive day today.

Best,

Adam

Adam Helms
AgriLife Corporate Relations

(cell) 
9794582677 (office)



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: "Gerling, Patricia" <p-gerling@tamu.edu>, "Baltensperger, David" <dbalte...
CC: "Auckerman, Cady" <cady@tamu.edu>, <p-williams@tamu.edu>, <t-shupak@tamu...
Date: 10/15/2010 4:48 PM
Subject: Re: Scotts

Patricia and Monica,

I am just catching up on email. I spoke with Dr. Hussey today. His questions concerning naming are of 
extreme importance since this is being handled through the University and COALS. Were these questions 
answered or are we looking into the matter? We can always go through AgriLife Research as well to 
circumvent naming issues.

Thanks

Bill

________________________________

From: Patricia Gerling <p-gerling@tamu.edu> 
To: Baltensperger, David; 'adam_helms@tamu.edu' <adam_helms@tamu.edu>; McCutchen, Bill; 
Nessler, Craig; Monica Delisa <m-delisa@tamu.edu>; Hussey, Mark; Richard White <rh-
white@tamu.edu> 
Cc: Auckerman, Cady; Patrick Williams <p-williams@tamu.edu>; Tammy G Shupak <t-
shupak@tamu.edu> 
Sent: Fri Oct 15 15:18:20 2010
Subject: Re: Scotts 

Dear all -
 
Based on the latest development this morning from Monica re. the SCOTTS facility, I have amended the 
attached naming request that is being readied for consideration at the December 2010 Board of Regents 
meeting.   Since agenda items are due TODAY to the Chancellor's Office and given the fact that the 
attached memo will have to be reviewed/approved by the University administration as well, I propose to 
submit a placeholder to the Chancellor's Office until the final agenda item is reviewed, approved and 
submitted, hopefully mid-next week.  
 
If I do not hear to the contrary from any of you, then at 3:45 p.m. today I will submit a placeholder to the 
Chancellor's Office and advise the Provost's Office regarding the impending submission of the SCOTTS 
naming request early next week.  
 
Patricia
 
 
___________________________________
Patricia W. Gerling    M.Ed. '04
Assistant Vice Chancellor for University and System Relations  
Texas A&M AgriLife
 
2147 TAMU | College Station, TX 77843-2147
979.845.4756 | 979.845.0181 FAX
p-gerling@tamu.edu <mailto:p-gerling@tamu.edu> 
http://agrilife.tamu.edu <http://agrilife.tamu.edu/> 

NOTE NEW OFFICE LOCATION:  Room 208, Wells Fargo Building, Bryan - Texas              



_________________________________
P Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail 

>>> Monica Delisa <m-delisa@tamu.edu> 10/15/2010 10:02 AM >>>

All,

 

I just spoke to Jim Tates and after speaking with Jeff Garascia this morning they would like to revise the 
name on the gift agreement to "Scotts Miracle Gro Facility for Lawn and Garden Research". I need to 
know ASAP this morning that this is acceptable to everyone. 

 

If it is we will reword the gift agreement accordingly. It does not need to go back to their counsel so we 
can make the change here and still get everything in for the Regents in time.

 

Monica

 

Monica Delisa

Senior Director of Development

College of Agriculture and Life Sciences

 

Texas A&M Foundation  |  S P I R I T  A N D  M I N D

 

214 JACK K. WILLIAMS ADMIN BLDG.

2140 TAMU

C O L L E G E   S T A T I O N ,  T E X A S   7 7 8 4 3 - 2140 

T E L  ( 9 7 9 )  8 4 7 -  9 3 1 4    C E LL  

F A X  ( 9 7 9 )  8 6 2 - 4 7 0 5    

 

giving.tamu.edu <http://giving.tamu.edu/> 

 

 <http://www.facebook.com/TexasAMFoundation?ref=ts>   <http://www.youtube.com/aggiespiritandmind>   
<http://www.flickr.com/photos/texasamfoundation/>    <http://www.texags.com/main/spiritandmind.asp>   
<http://giving.tamu.edu/RSSFeed/all.rss> 



______________________________________________________

 

The information contained in this e-mail message is intended only for the personal and confidential 

use of the recipient(s) named above. This message is privileged and confidential. If the reader of this 

message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this document 

in error and that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this message is strictly prohibited. 

If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by e-mail.

 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
CC: JSlovacek.EXTERNAL.Internet
Date: 7/24/2009 9:06 PM
Subject: Re: slides

I know I was sick early last week and we (I) forgot, but please remind me to send David a wheat slide set 
on Monday.  

David is this too late?  If so I can head to office Sat or Sunday and send.

Bill

----- Original Message -----
From: David D Baltensperger <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: McCutchen, Bill
Sent: Fri Jul 24 18:18:00 2009
Subject: slides

Bill,

Ever find the GMO/molecular marker slides?  My talk is on wheat.  

David D. Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2474 TAMU
College Station, Texas 77843-2474
 
Phone 979-845-3041
Fax 979-845-0456
Email dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
 
 
 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: ahelms@dsmail.tamu.edu
CC: TMILLER@ag.tamu.edu; SSimpson.EXTERNAL.Internet; DBaltensperger@ag.tamu....
Date: 1/30/2009 6:42 PM
Subject: Re: Soils IP Meeting

Adam and David,

Are we going to have time to present to the faculty as well.  I would appreciate some time to explain the 
RD and engagement process.  Peter might need time to cover IP.

Thanks for setting this up.

Bill

----- Original Message -----
From: Helms, Adam
To: 'yjd@tamu.edu' <yjd@tamu.edu>; 's-feagley@tamu.edu' <s-feagley@tamu.edu>; 
'tgentry@ag.tamu.edu' <tgentry@ag.tamu.edu>; 'hallmark@tamu.edu' <hallmark@tamu.edu>; 'j-
heilman@tamu.edu' <j-heilman@tamu.edu>; 'f-hons@tamu.edu' <f-hons@tamu.edu>; 'r-
loeppert@tamu.edu' <r-loeppert@tamu.edu>; 'ml-mcfarland@tamu.edu' <ml-mcfarland@tamu.edu>; 
'KMcInnes@ag.tamu.edu' <KMcInnes@ag.tamu.edu>; 'cmorgan@ag.tamu.edu' 
<cmorgan@ag.tamu.edu>; 'jpeterson@ag.tamu.edu' <jpeterson@ag.tamu.edu>; 't-provin@tamu.edu' <t-
provin@tamu.edu>; 'd-zuberer@tamu.edu' <d-zuberer@tamu.edu>; 'j-dixon@tamu.edu' <j-
dixon@tamu.edu>; Lacewell, Ron; Payton, Stephanie
Cc: Avant, Bob; McCutchen, Bill; Slovacek, Jackie; Schuerman, Peter L.; Nelson, Michelle; 
Baltensperger, David; Simpson, Shay; 'td-miller@tamu.edu' <td-miller@tamu.edu>
Sent: Fri Jan 30 17:10:42 2009
Subject: Soils IP Meeting

Good Afternoon,

I am preparing an agenda for the Soils IP meeting on February 13th from 1-4pm.  Dr. Baltensperger and I 
have discussed the format and would like for you to develop no more than 5 slides on your research 
programs.  These slides should include information that you are currently working on, and would like to 
work on from the state, federal and private levels.  If you would feel more comfortable discussing your 
ideas without slides, this would also be an acceptable format.

Please email me by 3pm Friday, February 6th if you would like a time slot to discuss your research 
initiatives.  If you develop a slideset, please send me the PowerPoint presentation no later than close of 
business, Wednesday February 11th.  I plan to have an agenda out by February 11th as well.

Enjoy your weekend.

Thanks,

Adam



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu; JMGould@ag.tamu.edu; MDickman.EXTERNAL.Inter...
CC: DKLunt.EXTERNAL.Internet; CNessler.EXTERNAL.Internet; AHelms.EXTERNAL.In...
Date: 8/18/2010 7:58 PM
Subject: Re: Sorghum and Cane

David and Mike, 

Sorry.  I meant to copy you as well

Bill  

----- Original Message -----
From: McCutchen, Bill
To: 'wlr@tamu.edu' <wlr@tamu.edu>; 'jadasilva@ag.tamu.edu' <jadasilva@ag.tamu.edu>; Mullet, John 
E.; 'emirkov@ag.tamu.edu' <emirkov@ag.tamu.edu>; 'stelly@tamu.edu' <stelly@tamu.edu>; 
'mbdickman@tamu.edu' <mbdickman@tamu.edu>
Cc: Avant, Bob; Helms, Adam; Nessler, Craig; Lunt, David
Sent: Wed Aug 18 19:54:42 2010
Subject: Sorghum and Cane

All,

Based on recent feedback and upcoming re-negotiations, I suggest that a meeting amongst this group 
(critical others?) to discuss RD and Outreach programs for Valley and AgriLife/TAMU across:

* Sorghum 
* Cane 

* Traditional crops

Thanks, and I will ask Jackie to help coordinate schedules.

Bill



(

From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu; CSIMPSON@ag.tamu.edu
CC: RVAvant.EXTERNAL.Internet; JASlovacek.EXTERNAL.Internet; cawthon@tarleto...
Date: 5/15/2009 8:01 PM
Subject: Re: Strategic Plan for AgriLife Peanut Breeding Program

Thank you Dr. Simpson. I plan to review and then discuss with Dr. Baltensperger.

We will be back in touch with you and your team soon for next steps if that's OK?

Bill

Thanks again,

Bill

________________________________

From: Charles Simpson <c-simpson@tamu.edu> 
To: Baltensperger, David; McCutchen, Bill 
Cc: Jamie Ayers <JLAyers@ag.tamu.edu>; Jaroy Moore <JMoore@ag.tamu.edu>; Michael R Baring 
<MBaring@ag.tamu.edu>; John Cason <j-cason@tamu.edu>; mburow@tamu.edu 
<mburow@tamu.edu>; cawthon@tarleton.edu <cawthon@tarleton.edu> 
Sent: Mon May 11 17:12:00 2009
Subject: Strategic Plan for AgriLife Peanut Breeding Program 

Dr. McCutchen and Dr. Baltensperger:
      Attached you will find the Strategic Plan for the AgriLife Peanut Breeding program that Dr. Mark 
Burow, Michael Baring, and I have prepared for your use. We have included the objectives for the 
program as we see the needs, a plan (and estimated cost) for maintaining the wild peanut collection as 
well as the cultivated collection, and the needs of the program for personnel, equipment and some 
facilities.
     We look forward to your comments regarding this plan.
Thank you,
Charles Simpson



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu; CSIMPSON@ag.tamu.edu
CC: cawthon@tarleton.edu; mburow@tamu.edu; JASlovacek.EXTERNAL.Internet; JCA...
Date: 5/18/2009 7:51 PM
Subject: Re: Strategic Plan for AgriLife Peanut Breeding Program

Thanks Charles. David and I will plan review and the meet/discuss within the next couple of weeks.

We will plan to get back to you and team.

Bill

Bill

________________________________

From: Charles Simpson <c-simpson@tamu.edu> 
To: Baltensperger, David; McCutchen, Bill 
Cc: Jamie Ayers <JLAyers@ag.tamu.edu>; Jaroy Moore <JMoore@ag.tamu.edu>; Michael R Baring 
<MBaring@ag.tamu.edu>; Avant, Bob; John Cason <j-cason@tamu.edu>; Slovacek, Jackie; 
mburow@tamu.edu <mburow@tamu.edu>; cawthon@tarleton.edu <cawthon@tarleton.edu> 
Sent: Mon May 18 10:57:53 2009
Subject: Re: Strategic Plan for AgriLife Peanut Breeding Program 

Bill:
    Sounds great. We will look forward to your comments and hope for action.
Charles

>>> "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu> 5/15/2009 8:00 PM >>>

Thank you Dr. Simpson. I plan to review and then discuss with Dr. Baltensperger.

We will be back in touch with you and your team soon for next steps if that's OK?

Bill

Thanks again,

Bill

________________________________

From: Charles Simpson <c-simpson@tamu.edu>
To: Baltensperger, David; McCutchen, Bill
Cc: Jamie Ayers <JLAyers@ag.tamu.edu>; Jaroy Moore <JMoore@ag.tamu.edu>; Michael R Baring 
<MBaring@ag.tamu.edu>; John Cason <j-cason@tamu.edu>; mburow@tamu.edu 
<mburow@tamu.edu>; cawthon@tarleton.edu <cawthon@tarleton.edu>
Sent: Mon May 11 17:12:00 2009
Subject: Strategic Plan for AgriLife Peanut Breeding Program

Dr. McCutchen and Dr. Baltensperger:
      Attached you will find the Strategic Plan for the AgriLife Peanut Breeding program that Dr. Mark 
Burow, Michael Baring, and I have prepared for your use. We have included the objectives for the 
program as we see the needs, a plan (and estimated cost) for maintaining the wild peanut collection as 



well as the cultivated collection, and the needs of the program for personnel, equipment and some 
facilities.
     We look forward to your comments regarding this plan.
Thank you,
Charles Simpson



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: CSIMPSON@ag.tamu.edu
CC: cawthon@tarleton.edu; WDugas.EXTERNAL.Internet; JSlovacek.EXTERNAL.Inter...
Date: 6/3/2009 7:30 PM
Subject: Re: Strategic Plan for AgriLife Peanut Breeding Program

Charles,

David and I spoke today following your conversation with him. I would ask you to inform and get feedback 
from Dr. Cawthon and Moore as well on potential next steps. 

Most of all, thanks for leading the development/writing of this document. I learned a great deal about the 
history and potential future of AgriLife peanut RD programs.

Bill

________________________________

From: Charles Simpson <c-simpson@tamu.edu> 
To: McCutchen, Bill 
Cc: Baltensperger, David; Jaroy Moore <JMoore.LubbockPO.wpodom1@ag.tamu.edu>; Slovacek, 
Jackie; Dugas, William; cawthon@tarleton.edu <cawthon@tarleton.edu> 
Sent: Wed Jun 03 15:15:36 2009
Subject: Re: Strategic Plan for AgriLife Peanut Breeding Program 

Bill:
     Dr. David Baltensperger and I had a phone conversation earlier today about the PBP Strategic Plan. 
He pointed out the need to put more emphasis on the elevated oil effort in the objectives and to include 
some "more advanced thinking about future efforts" with some examples, i.e., elimination of allergy 
proteins, etc.
    David also asked for a clarification of the estimated costs of the wild species maintenance as well as 
the over all program for peanut breeding and to include a table of the several collaborators with the 
program, their location, and what they do in collaboration with the program.
    Of course, I will want to coordinate this with Mark Burow and Michael Baring. I shall make an effort to 
get this done soon, but not later than July 1, 2009.
Thanks,
Charles Simpson  

>>> "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu> 6/1/2009 8:30 PM >>>

Charles,

David and I met today to discuss the Strategic plan for PBP. David plans to call you for clarification(s), 
and then we need to discuss with Don and Jaroy. This group will then need to discuss with the Director, 
Dr. Dugas.
Just wanted you to know we are making some progress.

Thanks,

Bill

________________________________

From: Charles Simpson <c-simpson@tamu.edu>
To: Baltensperger, David; McCutchen, Bill



Cc: Jamie Ayers <JLAyers@ag.tamu.edu>; Jaroy Moore <JMoore@ag.tamu.edu>; Michael R Baring 
<MBaring@ag.tamu.edu>; Avant, Bob; John Cason <j-cason@tamu.edu>; Slovacek, Jackie; 
mburow@tamu.edu <mburow@tamu.edu>; cawthon@tarleton.edu <cawthon@tarleton.edu>
Sent: Mon May 18 10:57:53 2009
Subject: Re: Strategic Plan for AgriLife Peanut Breeding Program

Bill:
    Sounds great. We will look forward to your comments and hope for action.
Charles

>>> "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu> 5/15/2009 8:00 PM >>>

Thank you Dr. Simpson. I plan to review and then discuss with Dr. Baltensperger.

We will be back in touch with you and your team soon for next steps if that's OK?

Bill

Thanks again,

Bill

________________________________

From: Charles Simpson <c-simpson@tamu.edu>
To: Baltensperger, David; McCutchen, Bill
Cc: Jamie Ayers <JLAyers@ag.tamu.edu>; Jaroy Moore <JMoore@ag.tamu.edu>; Michael R Baring 
<MBaring@ag.tamu.edu>; John Cason <j-cason@tamu.edu>; mburow@tamu.edu 
<mburow@tamu.edu>; cawthon@tarleton.edu <cawthon@tarleton.edu>
Sent: Mon May 11 17:12:00 2009
Subject: Strategic Plan for AgriLife Peanut Breeding Program

Dr. McCutchen and Dr. Baltensperger:
      Attached you will find the Strategic Plan for the AgriLife Peanut Breeding program that Dr. Mark 
Burow, Michael Baring, and I have prepared for your use. We have included the objectives for the 
program as we see the needs, a plan (and estimated cost) for maintaining the wild peanut collection as 
well as the cultivated collection, and the needs of the program for personnel, equipment and some 
facilities.
     We look forward to your comments regarding this plan.
Thank you,
Charles Simpson



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: "Jorge Da Silva" <JADaSilva@ag.tamu.edu>, "Helms, Adam" <ahelms@tamu.edu...
CC: "Erik Mirkov" <emirkov@ag.tamu.edu>, <e-mirkov@tamu.edu>, "J. Michael Go...
Date: 10/28/2010 12:05 PM
Subject: RE: Executive Summary

I think they want to try and circumvent having to produce new transgenic
events in (and huge regulatory costs) by transfer of transgenes
through technology - from in this case

for example as one avenue ;  as well as moving beneficial
traits from sorghum and perhaps  material -

 

--

Bill F. McCutchen, Ph.D.

Associate Director

Texas AgriLife Research 

Texas A&M University System

113 Jack K. Williams Administration Building

2142 TAMU College Station, TX 77843-2142

979-845-8488 Tel

979-458-4765 Fax

bmccutchen@tamu.edu

From: Jorge Da Silva [mailto:JADaSilva@ag.tamu.edu] 
Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2010 10:53 AM
To: Helms, Adam
Cc: Erik Mirkov; e-mirkov@tamu.edu; J. Michael Gould; Mullet, John E.;
David M Stelly; Bill L Rooney; Avant, Bob; McCutchen, Bill;
dbaltensperger@tamu.edu; Schuerman, Peter L.
Subject: Re: Executive Summary

 

They may also be trying to avoid the the negative public perception of a

 

 

**************************************
Jorge da Silva
Professor & Center Associate Director
Texas AgriLife Research - Weslaco



 

On Oct 28, 2010, at 10:45 AM, Helms, Adam wrote:

Erik,

Would an advantage of and then be to avoid
costly deregulation?

Adam Helms
Texas AgriLife Research 
Corporate Relations & Bioenergy Program

(mobile)
979-458-2677 (office)

-----Original Message-----
From: Erik Mirkov [mailto:emirkov@ag.tamu.edu] 
Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2010 9:43 AM
To: Jorge Da Silva; Helms, Adam; e-mirkov@tamu.edu; J. Michael Gould;
Mullet, John E.; David M Stelly; Bill L Rooney
Cc: Avant, Bob; McCutchen, Bill; dbaltensperger@tamu.edu; Schuerman,
Peter L.
Subject: Re: Fw: Executive Summary

A couple of comments and questions to consider for the call this
afternoon.

Regards,
Erik

"Helms, Adam" <ahelms@tamu.edu> 10/28/10 9:15 AM >>>

Background for today's 4pm call with Monsanto

Adam Helms
Texas AgriLife Research
Corporate Relations & Bioenergy Program

(cell)
9794582677 (office)



________________________________

From: CERNY, R ERIC [AG/1000] 
To: Helms, Adam
Sent: Wed Oct 27 17:24:13 2010
Subject: Executive Summary 

Adam,

Attached is an executive summary highlighting Monsanto's interests in
the program at Texas AgriLife Research.  I look
forward to discussing this with you tomorrow.

Thank you!

Eric

This e-mail message may contain privileged and/or confidential
information, and is intended to be received only by persons entitled to
receive such information. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please notify the sender immediately. Please delete it and all
attachments from any servers, hard drives or any other media. Other use
of this e-mail by you is strictly prohibited.

All e-mails and attachments sent and received are subject to monitoring,
reading and archival by Monsanto, including its subsidiaries. The
recipient of this e-mail is solely responsible for checking for the
presence of "Viruses" or other "Malware".
Monsanto, along with its subsidiaries, accepts no liability for any
damage caused by any such code transmitted by or accompanying this
e-mail or any attachment.

The information contained in this email may be subject to the export
control laws and regulations of the United States, potentially including
but not limited to the Export Administration Regulations (EAR) and
sanctions regulations issued by the U.S. Department of Treasury, Office
of Foreign Asset Controls (OFAC).  As a recipient of this information
you are obligated to comply with all applicable U.S. export laws and
regulations.

 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To:  WLRooney.EXTERNAL.Internet; JH...
CC: PLSchuerman.EXTERNAL.Internet; DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
Date: 8/26/2009 5:57 PM
Subject: Re: TAMUS 2741 - 2746 Commercialization Plan

Thanks Steve.

----- Original Message -----
From: Steve Brown <rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Stephen D Collins <delroy@neo.tamu.edu>; Rebecca Joann Corn <rcorn@neo.tamu.edu>; Hurley, 
Janie C.; Bill L Rooney <wlr@tamu.edu>; 

Cc: Baltensperger, David; McCutchen, Bill; Schuerman, Peter L.
Sent: Wed Aug 26 11:20:52 2009
Subject: Re: TAMUS 2741 - 2746 Commercialization Plan

Hi Janie,

As you know, we have licensed several lines in both corn and sorghum that have not gone through our 
normal PRC process.  I don't really have a problem with this but it may be worth noting that should these 
lines be in the production of a hybrid that must be certified, we may need to get these lines approved for 
certification.

Although we may not need what we would consider a complete release proposal, the requirements for 
acceptance into AOSCA certifications are quite clear.

Attached is a list of items that must be addressed should we need to enter these lines into the program.  
Entry into the program(s) will only be necessary if our lines are used directly as a parent (rather than 
making a cross with a proprietary line and using that cross as a parent)

This is just a heads up and I don't perceive it as an immediate problem.  Certification of hybrids is usually 
only done for international shipments and not usually a consideration for domestic sales of hybrids.

Thanks,

Steve Brown
Program Director
Texas Foundation Seed Service
Email: rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu
PH: 940-552-6226
website  http://tfss.tamu.edu
FAX:940-552-5524

>>> "Hurley, Janie C." <JHurley@tamu.edu> 8/22/2009 11:21 PM >>>
All:

 

Please see the attached commercialization plan update, summarizing the
status of our commercialization activities related to the sweet sorghum
materials disclosed to the OTC. 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.



 

Sincerely,

 

Janie C. Hurley, MBA

Sr. Licensing Manager

 

Office of Technology Commercialization

The Texas A&M University System 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: 

The information contained in this e-mail is intended only for the use of
the individual or entity to whom it is addressed and may contain
information that is privileged, confidential, and exempt from disclosure
under applicable law.  Any and all   such rights of privilege, privacy,
and non-disclosure are hereby claimed and are expressly not waived.  If
the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee
or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this message
in error and that any review, dissemination, distribution, use, or
copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  If you have received
this message in error, please notify us immediately by e-mail and delete
the original message.

 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: M_Nelson.EXTERNAL.Internet; AIbrahim@ag.tamu.edu; RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu
CC: DKLunt.EXTERNAL.Internet; CNessler.EXTERNAL.Internet; RVAvant.EXTERNAL.I...
Date: 7/24/2010 8:26 AM
Subject: Re: Texas AgriLife Wheat

Jackie and Amir,

As Steve states, the time is now to revise and add to the current Executive Summary - to make it more 
comprehensive.  In fact, we passed a major milestone yesterday with Monsanto.  The "document" is no 
longer an Executive Summary.  We are working towards a full proposal - that will likely take 3 or more 
iterations with Monsanto scientists to finalize objectives, time lines, milestones, etc.  In other words can 
we please add information such as wheat/small grains expertise, testing sites, future objectives, etc.

I will ask Adam/Michelle to send you a couple of examples of  Executive Summaries as well as final 
proposals that have been successful with industry - just as an example of tone, format and a template.

Very good discussion yesterday, and I think we should lay out a similar plan to next month.

Bill

----- Original Message -----
From: Steve Brown <rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Amir M Ibrahim <AIbrahim@ag.tamu.edu>
Cc: Baltensperger, David; j-rudd@tamu.edu <j-rudd@tamu.edu>; John Sweeten <j-sweeten@tamu.edu>
Sent: Fri Jul 23 16:17:48 2010
Subject: Re: Texas AgriLife Wheat

Hi Amir,

When you get back would you an Jackie visit about updating the phenotyping portion of the Executive 
Summary.  The Monsanto group will work on the genotyping side of the proposal.  I'll be out of the office 
on Tuesday but in the rest of the week.

Thanks and have a good week-end.

Steve Brown
Program Director
Texas Foundation Seed Service
Email: rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu
PH: 940-552-6226
website  http://tfss.tamu.edu
FAX:940-552-5524

>>> Amir Ibrahim <aibrahim@ag.tamu.edu> 7/23/2010 4:03 PM >>>
Dear All,

Glad to know that you had a very productive meeting.  I will be back  
in the US on Monday, and I am available for the Friday meeting.  Have  
a nice weekend.

Regards,
Amir



Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 23, 2010, at 3:02 PM, "Steve Brown" <rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu> wrote:

> Hi Yossi,
>
> Thanks for coordinating from your end and I appreciate all enduring  
> the poor connection.  I'll get another call set up for Friday July  
> 30th and send you the call in info.
>
> I am not sure when Amir is due back but will get with Jackie and he  
> can coordinate with Amir upon his return.
>
> Thanks again,
>
> Steve Brown
> Program Director
> Texas Foundation Seed Service
> Email: rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu 
> PH: 940-552-6226
> website  http://tfss.tamu.edu 
> FAX:940-552-5524
>
>>>> "SHAPIRO, JOSEPH A [AG/1000]" <joseph.a.shapiro@monsanto.com>  
>>>> 7/23/2010 1:48 PM >>>
> All:
>
> Thanks very much for a very informative and productive call this
> morning.  As discussed, let's schedule a follow-up call for next  
> Friday
> - perhaps at the same time?  Please provide details.  In the meantime,
> from our side, Jinhua Xiao will develop an addendum to the Executive
> Summary indicating details of our Genotyping/Mapping proposal,  
> including
> design, logistics and timeline for Discovery and Validation.  It would
> be beneficial if Jackie and Amir were able to draft a similar detailed
> document about your Phenotyping proposal, as well.
>
> If any of you want to schedule a preparatory technical call with  
> Jinhua,
> ahead of next Friday, please let us know.  We look forward to  
> continued
> interaction.
>
> Best regards,
> Yossi Shapiro
>
> Lead, Wheat Breeding
> Monsanto
> St. Louis, Missouri
> Desk: 314-694-2921
> Cell: 314-452-5614
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From: SHAPIRO, JOSEPH A [AG/1000]
> Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 6:10 AM



> To: Steve Brown
> Cc: Amir M Ibrahim; David Baltensperger; Adam Helms;
> bmccutchen@tamu.edu; j-rudd@tamu.edu; John Sweeten
> Subject: RE: Texas AgriLife Wheat
>
> Steve:
>
> Thanks very much for sending - the agenda looks fine and we look  
> forward
> to the call on Friday morning.
>
> Other participants from Monsanto will include:
> Todd Pester - Agronomic Traits Manager - Wheat Technology Team, St.
> Louis
> Bruce Schnicker - Operations/Stewardship Lead - Wheat Technology Team,
> St. Louis
> Jinhua Xiao - Discovery Breeding Lead - Wheat Breeding Team, St. Louis
> Paul Isakson (tentative) - Regional Agronomy Lead - US Seeds & Traits
> Business. Fargo, ND
>
> Best,
> Yossi
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Steve Brown [mailto:rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu] 
> Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 11:05 AM
> To: SHAPIRO, JOSEPH A [AG/1000]
> Cc: Amir M Ibrahim; David Baltensperger; Adam Helms;
> bmccutchen@tamu.edu; j-rudd@tamu.edu; John Sweeten
> Subject: Texas AgriLife Wheat
>
> Hi Yossi,
>
> Please find attached an overview of participants, draft agenda, and  
> call
> in information for the call scheduled for 9:00 AM on Friday, July  
> 23rd.
>
> In advance of the call, please send a list of the Monsanto  
> participants
> and any additions to the draft agenda.  You may just reply to all and
> the AgriLife group will receive it.
>
> We look forward to these discussions.
>
> Regards,
>
> Steve Brown
> Program Director
> Texas Foundation Seed Service
> Email: rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu 
> PH: 940-552-6226
> website  http://tfss.tamu.edu 
> FAX:940-552-5524
>
>



> --- 
> --- 
> --- 
> --- 
> --- 
> --- 
> --- 
> --- 
> --- 
> --- 
> --- 
> --- 
> ---------------------------------------------------------------------
> This e-mail message may contain privileged and/or confidential  
> information, and is intended to be received only by persons entitled  
> to receive such information. If you have received this e-mail in  
> error, please notify the sender immediately. Please delete it and  
> all attachments from any servers, hard drives or any other media.  
> Other use of this e-mail by you is strictly prohibited.
>
>
> All e-mails and attachments sent and received are subject to  
> monitoring, reading and archival by Monsanto, including its  
> subsidiaries. The recipient of this e-mail is solely responsible for  
> checking for the presence of "Viruses" or other "Malware". Monsanto,  
> along with its subsidiaries, accepts no liability for any damage  
> caused by any such code transmitted by or accompanying this e-mail  
> or any attachment.
> --- 
> --- 
> --- 
> --- 
> --- 
> --- 
> --- 
> --- 
> --- 
> --- 
> --- 
> --- 
> ---------------------------------------------------------------------
>
> <Steve Brown2.vcf>



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: JSWEETEN@ag.tamu.edu; JCRUDD@ag.tamu.edu; AHelms.EXTERNAL.Internet; 
jose...
CC: todd.a.pester@monsanto.com; jinhua.xiao@monsanto.com; bruce.schnicker@mo...
Date: 7/24/2010 9:16 AM
Subject: Re: Texas AgriLife Wheat

Thanks Yossi and all.  We look forward to further discussions.

Bill

----- Original Message -----
From: Steve Brown <rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Amir M Ibrahim <AIbrahim@ag.tamu.edu>; Baltensperger, David; JOSEPH A [AG/1000] SHAPIRO 
<joseph.a.shapiro@monsanto.com>; Adam Helms <ahelms@tamu.edu>; McCutchen, Bill; Jackie Rudd 
<j-rudd@tamu.edu>; John Sweeten <j-sweeten@tamu.edu>
Cc: BRUCE [AG/1000] SCHNICKER <bruce.schnicker@monsanto.com>; JINHUA [AG/1000] XIAO 
<jinhua.xiao@monsanto.com>; TODD A [AG/1000] PESTER <todd.a.pester@monsanto.com>
Sent: Fri Jul 23 14:02:31 2010
Subject: RE: Texas AgriLife Wheat

Hi Yossi,

Thanks for coordinating from your end and I appreciate all enduring the poor connection.  I'll get another 
call set up for Friday July 30th and send you the call in info.

I am not sure when Amir is due back but will get with Jackie and he can coordinate with Amir upon his 
return.

Thanks again,

Steve Brown
Program Director
Texas Foundation Seed Service
Email: rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu
PH: 940-552-6226
website  http://tfss.tamu.edu
FAX:940-552-5524

>>> "SHAPIRO, JOSEPH A [AG/1000]" <joseph.a.shapiro@monsanto.com> 7/23/2010 1:48 PM >>>
All:

Thanks very much for a very informative and productive call this
morning.  As discussed, let's schedule a follow-up call for next Friday
- perhaps at the same time?  Please provide details.  In the meantime,
from our side, Jinhua Xiao will develop an addendum to the Executive
Summary indicating details of our Genotyping/Mapping proposal, including
design, logistics and timeline for Discovery and Validation.  It would
be beneficial if Jackie and Amir were able to draft a similar detailed
document about your Phenotyping proposal, as well.

If any of you want to schedule a preparatory technical call with Jinhua,
ahead of next Friday, please let us know.  We look forward to continued
interaction.

Best regards,



Yossi Shapiro

Lead, Wheat Breeding
Monsanto
St. Louis, Missouri
Desk: 314-694-2921
Cell: 314-452-5614          

-----Original Message-----
From: SHAPIRO, JOSEPH A [AG/1000] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 6:10 AM
To: Steve Brown
Cc: Amir M Ibrahim; David Baltensperger; Adam Helms;
bmccutchen@tamu.edu; j-rudd@tamu.edu; John Sweeten
Subject: RE: Texas AgriLife Wheat

Steve:

Thanks very much for sending - the agenda looks fine and we look forward
to the call on Friday morning.

Other participants from Monsanto will include:
Todd Pester - Agronomic Traits Manager - Wheat Technology Team, St.
Louis 
Bruce Schnicker - Operations/Stewardship Lead - Wheat Technology Team,
St. Louis
Jinhua Xiao - Discovery Breeding Lead - Wheat Breeding Team, St. Louis
Paul Isakson (tentative) - Regional Agronomy Lead - US Seeds & Traits
Business. Fargo, ND

Best,
Yossi 

-----Original Message-----
From: Steve Brown [mailto:rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu] 
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 11:05 AM
To: SHAPIRO, JOSEPH A [AG/1000]
Cc: Amir M Ibrahim; David Baltensperger; Adam Helms;
bmccutchen@tamu.edu; j-rudd@tamu.edu; John Sweeten
Subject: Texas AgriLife Wheat

Hi Yossi,

Please find attached an overview of participants, draft agenda, and call
in information for the call scheduled for 9:00 AM on Friday, July 23rd.

In advance of the call, please send a list of the Monsanto participants
and any additions to the draft agenda.  You may just reply to all and
the AgriLife group will receive it.

We look forward to these discussions.

Regards,

Steve Brown
Program Director



Texas Foundation Seed Service
Email: rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu 
PH: 940-552-6226
website  http://tfss.tamu.edu 
FAX:940-552-5524

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This e-mail message may contain privileged and/or confidential information, and is intended to be 
received only by persons entitled to receive such information. If you have received this e-mail in error, 
please notify the sender immediately. Please delete it and all attachments from any servers, hard drives 
or any other media. Other use of this e-mail by you is strictly prohibited.

All e-mails and attachments sent and received are subject to monitoring, reading and archival by 
Monsanto, including its subsidiaries. The recipient of this e-mail is solely responsible for checking for the 
presence of "Viruses" or other "Malware". Monsanto, along with its subsidiaries, accepts no liability for 
any damage caused by any such code transmitted by or accompanying this e-mail or any attachment.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: JSWEETEN@ag.tamu.edu; JCRUDD@ag.tamu.edu; AHelms.EXTERNAL.Internet; 
jose...
CC: todd.a.pester@monsanto.com; jinhua.xiao@monsanto.com; bruce.schnicker@mo...
Date: 7/29/2010 4:40 PM
Subject: Re: Texas AgriLife Wheat

Thanks Steve.

----- Original Message -----
From: Steve Brown <rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Amir M Ibrahim <AIbrahim@ag.tamu.edu>; Baltensperger, David; JOSEPH A [AG/1000] SHAPIRO 
<joseph.a.shapiro@monsanto.com>; Adam Helms <ahelms@tamu.edu>; McCutchen, Bill; Jackie Rudd 
<j-rudd@tamu.edu>; John Sweeten <j-sweeten@tamu.edu>
Cc: BRUCE [AG/1000] SCHNICKER <bruce.schnicker@monsanto.com>; JINHUA [AG/1000] XIAO 
<jinhua.xiao@monsanto.com>; TODD A [AG/1000] PESTER <todd.a.pester@monsanto.com>
Sent: Thu Jul 29 15:25:43 2010
Subject: RE: Texas AgriLife Wheat

To All,

Yossi and I just visited via phone and have decided that it may be best to re-schedule our conference call 
to either Thursday August 5th or Friday August 6th.

The server has crashed at the Amarillo Center and has prevented final preparation of the Phenotyping 
document.  Jackie and Amir will be at the AgriLife wheat workers meeting August 2nd and 3rd and should 
be able to complete that document when they are together.

Sorry for any inconvenience and please let me know which date will be best for the next call.

Regards,

Steve Brown
Program Director
Texas Foundation Seed Service
Email: rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu
PH: 940-552-6226
website  http://tfss.tamu.edu
FAX:940-552-5524

>>> "SHAPIRO, JOSEPH A [AG/1000]" <joseph.a.shapiro@monsanto.com> 7/23/2010 1:48 PM >>>
All:

Thanks very much for a very informative and productive call this
morning.  As discussed, let's schedule a follow-up call for next Friday
- perhaps at the same time?  Please provide details.  In the meantime,
from our side, Jinhua Xiao will develop an addendum to the Executive
Summary indicating details of our Genotyping/Mapping proposal, including
design, logistics and timeline for Discovery and Validation.  It would
be beneficial if Jackie and Amir were able to draft a similar detailed
document about your Phenotyping proposal, as well.

If any of you want to schedule a preparatory technical call with Jinhua,
ahead of next Friday, please let us know.  We look forward to continued
interaction.



Best regards,
Yossi Shapiro

Lead, Wheat Breeding
Monsanto
St. Louis, Missouri
Desk: 314-694-2921
Cell: 314-452-5614          

-----Original Message-----
From: SHAPIRO, JOSEPH A [AG/1000] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 6:10 AM
To: Steve Brown
Cc: Amir M Ibrahim; David Baltensperger; Adam Helms;
bmccutchen@tamu.edu; j-rudd@tamu.edu; John Sweeten
Subject: RE: Texas AgriLife Wheat

Steve:

Thanks very much for sending - the agenda looks fine and we look forward
to the call on Friday morning.

Other participants from Monsanto will include:
Todd Pester - Agronomic Traits Manager - Wheat Technology Team, St.
Louis 
Bruce Schnicker - Operations/Stewardship Lead - Wheat Technology Team,
St. Louis
Jinhua Xiao - Discovery Breeding Lead - Wheat Breeding Team, St. Louis
Paul Isakson (tentative) - Regional Agronomy Lead - US Seeds & Traits
Business. Fargo, ND

Best,
Yossi 

-----Original Message-----
From: Steve Brown [mailto:rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu] 
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 11:05 AM
To: SHAPIRO, JOSEPH A [AG/1000]
Cc: Amir M Ibrahim; David Baltensperger; Adam Helms;
bmccutchen@tamu.edu; j-rudd@tamu.edu; John Sweeten
Subject: Texas AgriLife Wheat

Hi Yossi,

Please find attached an overview of participants, draft agenda, and call
in information for the call scheduled for 9:00 AM on Friday, July 23rd.

In advance of the call, please send a list of the Monsanto participants
and any additions to the draft agenda.  You may just reply to all and
the AgriLife group will receive it.

We look forward to these discussions.

Regards,

Steve Brown



Program Director
Texas Foundation Seed Service
Email: rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu 
PH: 940-552-6226
website  http://tfss.tamu.edu 
FAX:940-552-5524

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This e-mail message may contain privileged and/or confidential information, and is intended to be 
received only by persons entitled to receive such information. If you have received this e-mail in error, 
please notify the sender immediately. Please delete it and all attachments from any servers, hard drives 
or any other media. Other use of this e-mail by you is strictly prohibited.

All e-mails and attachments sent and received are subject to monitoring, reading and archival by 
Monsanto, including its subsidiaries. The recipient of this e-mail is solely responsible for checking for the 
presence of "Viruses" or other "Malware". Monsanto, along with its subsidiaries, accepts no liability for 
any damage caused by any such code transmitted by or accompanying this e-mail or any attachment.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
CC: JSlovacek.EXTERNAL.Internet
Date: 10/31/2009 11:57 AM
Subject: Re: Tillman

David,

I haven't had a chance yet.  I was on leave all week as I didn't take a summer vacation.  However, 
DuPont buddies and I shot 14 wild boar this past week.  I will try to look at Monday and give you a ring.  
Have cc:d Jackie so she can remember to get this in front of me.

Bill

----- Original Message -----
From: David Baltensperger <dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: McCutchen, Bill
Sent: Sat Oct 31 09:47:56 2009
Subject: Tillman

Bill,

Did you get a chance to look at Barry's vitae.  I will see him Sunday-Wed at Pittsburgh at national 
meetings so please give me your thoughts and move it forward if they are positive. 

David D. Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2474 TAMU
College Station, Texas 77843-2474
 
Phone 979-845-3041
Fax 979-845-0456
Email dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
 
 
 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
Date: 12/11/2009 10:19 AM
Subject: Re: Tillman

Very well.

----- Original Message -----
From: David Baltensperger <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: McCutchen, Bill
Sent: Fri Dec 11 09:40:18 2009
Subject: Tillman

Bill--how did the Tillman visit go.

David Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2472 TAMU
College Station
Texas 77843-2474

979-845-3041 
-----Original Message-----
From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: Sams, Alan R <ARSams.EXTERNAL.Internet>
To: Nessler, Craig <CNessler.EXTERNAL.Internet>
To: Baltensperger, David <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>

Sent: 12/11/2009 9:34:43 AM
Subject: Re: Reminder-- Borlaug Lectures - December 11

At Chevron

----- Original Message -----
From: David Baltensperger <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Sams, Alan; McCutchen, Bill; Nessler, Craig
Sent: Fri Dec 11 09:32:01 2009
Subject: Reminder-- Borlaug Lectures - December 11

Especially note CIMMYT discussion at 10:30 in 101 HEEP.

David Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2472 TAMU
College Station
Texas 77843-2474

979-845-3041 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
Date: 12/11/2009 5:43 PM
Subject: Re: Tillman

David,

How did bkfst go with Hussey, Nessler and Dugas?

Bill

----- Original Message -----
From: David Baltensperger <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: McCutchen, Bill
Sent: Fri Dec 11 09:40:18 2009
Subject: Tillman

Bill--how did the Tillman visit go.

David Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2472 TAMU
College Station
Texas 77843-2474

979-845-3041 
-----Original Message-----
From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: Sams, Alan R <ARSams.EXTERNAL.Internet>
To: Nessler, Craig <CNessler.EXTERNAL.Internet>
To: Baltensperger, David <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>

Sent: 12/11/2009 9:34:43 AM
Subject: Re: Reminder-- Borlaug Lectures - December 11

At Chevron

----- Original Message -----
From: David Baltensperger <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Sams, Alan; McCutchen, Bill; Nessler, Craig
Sent: Fri Dec 11 09:32:01 2009
Subject: Reminder-- Borlaug Lectures - December 11

Especially note CIMMYT discussion at 10:30 in 101 HEEP.

David Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2472 TAMU
College Station
Texas 77843-2474



979-845-3041 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
Date: 12/11/2009 6:54 PM
Subject: Re: Tillman

David,

Let's have the dust settle and give me a chance to talk with Nessler on Monday.  Then let's discuss next 
steps.

Have a good weekend.

Bill

----- Original Message -----
From: David Baltensperger <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: McCutchen, Bill
Sent: Fri Dec 11 17:45:37 2009
Subject: Re: Tillman

Bill,

According to Tillman it went well, but have not heard from the hill.  What is our next step.  I was just 
reading the letter.  It looks good to me, but perhaps we could talk on the phone about it a bit.  

David D. Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2474 TAMU
College Station, Texas 77843-2474
 
Phone 979-845-3041
Fax 979-845-0456
Email dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
 
 
 

>>> "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu> 12/11/2009 5:42 PM >>>
David,

How did bkfst go with Hussey, Nessler and Dugas?

Bill

----- Original Message -----
From: David Baltensperger <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: McCutchen, Bill
Sent: Fri Dec 11 09:40:18 2009
Subject: Tillman

Bill--how did the Tillman visit go.



David Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2472 TAMU
College Station
Texas 77843-2474

979-845-3041 
-----Original Message-----
From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: Sams, Alan R <ARSams.EXTERNAL.Internet>
To: Nessler, Craig <CNessler.EXTERNAL.Internet>
To: Baltensperger, David <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>

Sent: 12/11/2009 9:34:43 AM
Subject: Re: Reminder-- Borlaug Lectures - December 11

At Chevron

----- Original Message -----
From: David Baltensperger <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Sams, Alan; McCutchen, Bill; Nessler, Craig
Sent: Fri Dec 11 09:32:01 2009
Subject: Reminder-- Borlaug Lectures - December 11

Especially note CIMMYT discussion at 10:30 in 101 HEEP.

David Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2472 TAMU
College Station
Texas 77843-2474

979-845-3041 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
CC: CNessler.EXTERNAL.Internet
Date: 2/15/2010 10:44 AM
Subject: RE: Tillman

I have left him a couple of voice messages to call me back - not a good
sign.  I leave for Mexico tomorrow.

--

Bill F. McCutchen, Ph.D.
Associate Director
Texas AgriLife Research 
Texas A&M University System
113 Jack K. Williams Administration Building
2142 TAMU College Station, TX 77843-2142
979-845-8488 Tel
979-458-4765 Fax
bmccutchen@tamu.edu

-----Original Message-----
From: David Baltensperger [mailto:DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu] 
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2010 8:26 PM
To: McCutchen, Bill
Subject: Tillman

Bill,

Any contact?

David Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2472 TAMU
College Station
Texas 77843-2474

979-845-3041 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: RVAvant.EXTERNAL.Internet; AHelms.EXTERNAL.Internet; RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu...
Date: 2/6/2010 3:14 PM
Subject: Re: TSTA

I agree, and yes listening and not promoting castor is essential.

Chevron is also now contemplating growing castor on Hawaii as well - in addition to and 
  I believe there is mid-long term potential for West and/or SW TX to grow castor if the 

appropriate conditions and protocols are in place - yes this will take time and many discussions with 
various group.  I believe there is a potential new Ag industry for TX in Isolated regions to address any 
concerns; otherwise we can let other states as well as Mexico and S.A. handle this new industry. 

Bill

----- Original Message -----
From: David Baltensperger <dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Steve Brown <RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu>; Adam Helms <ahelms@tamu.edu>; Avant, Bob; 
McCutchen, Bill
Sent: Sat Feb 06 13:04:03 2010
Subject: Re: TSTA

Reply,

Seems like listening on all topics is important.  Bioenergy in general will be of interest as they ran the 
article on on Obama support for non-food bioenergy in their last newsletter.  The trick is they don't seem 
to understand that this is where castor is getting its support.  

David D. Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2474 TAMU
College Station, Texas 77843-2474
 
Phone 979-845-3041
Fax 979-845-0456
Email dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
 
 
 

>>> "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu> 2/6/2010 9:58 AM >>>
Sounds like all 4 of you will be at TSTA meetings.  Just a suggestion, but you might want to discuss 
among yourselves what subjects, messages and individuals need to be "touched" while in Dallas.  Castor 
pulse, Seville per roses, Prosper property and potential JV, others?.  You guys have a great set of 
meetings and have fun.

Bill



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: "Hurley, Janie C." <JHurley@tamu.edu>, <m-engelke@tamu.edu>, <jmgould@ag...
CC: "Schuerman, Peter L." <PSchuerman@tamu.edu>, "Pennington, Jeanine M." <J...
Date: 10/30/2010 6:23 PM
Subject: Re: Turfgrass Meeting Follow up

Thanks for the update Janie.

Bill

________________________________

From: Hurley, Janie C. 
To: 'Milton C. Engelke' <m-engelke@tamu.edu>; 'jmgould@ag.tamu.edu' <jmgould@ag.tamu.edu>; 'd-
genovesi@tamu.edu' <d-genovesi@tamu.edu>; 'Ambika Chandra' <a-chandra@tamu.edu>; 'lr-
nelson@tamu.edu' <lr-nelson@tamu.edu>; 'RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu' <RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu>; Helms, 
Adam; 'rjessup@tamu.edu' <rjessup@tamu.edu>; 'Marla Binzel' <m-binzel@tamu.edu>; 'j-
reinert@tamu.edu' <j-reinert@tamu.edu>; Baltensperger, David 
Cc: Schuerman, Peter L.; Pennington, Jeanine M.; Jones, Brenda A.; McCutchen, Bill 
Sent: Fri Oct 29 17:09:37 2010
Subject: RE: Turfgrass Meeting Follow up 

All:

 

Thank you all for joining in the discussions on Tuesday, especially to all of you who described projects 
you are working on and areas of interest. For your reference, and for the benefit of Dr. Russ Jessup and 
Steve Brown who could not attend, I am providing a general summary of topics discussed, along with a 
few comments from those discussions and action items noted. 

 

1.       Overview provided of research program (Dallas)

Dr. Ambika Chandra and others described the focus of the program and specific research projects. 
Bluegrass and St. Augustine projects are currently supported with external funding, but zoysiagrass 
program largely has no current external funding (exception being USGA project supporting development 
of seeded zoysiagrass).

It was mentioned that other ongoing projects/areas such as developing molecular markers and genetic 
transformation protocols were in need of, or could benefit more from, funding. 

It was noted that release documents are being prepared for at least two new cultivars.

2.       Overview provided of research program (Overton/CS)

Dr. Lloyd Nelson described the focus of the Overton program and informed that Dr. Gerald (Ray) Smith 
will be taking the lead on some of the turf-type ryegrass work at Overton since his retirement and move to 
CS. Dr. Nelson will continue some projects, working with David Chalmers and Russ Jessup. It was 
mentioned that Dr. Jessup is (or will be?) working with bermudagrass and bluegrasses. 

3.        



 

4.       Miscellaneous items such as royalty collections/distributions, and material transfer & nondisclosure 
agreements were discussed. 

 

Action items: 

 

1.       Identify proposed improvements to the turfgrass commercialization program so that we can begin 
compiling a list of items that need to be addressed and develop a plan for doing so. Participants list items 
and send to Janie to compile. Target date: provide to Janie by November 30th.

2.       Peter will develop an annual report for COALS (per Dr. Baltensperger) concerning varieties 
licensed, noting corresponding developers and royalties generated. Details and scope of such report to 
be determined. Peter will follow up with Dr. Baltensperger concerning this report by December 31st.

3.       The OTC will prepare a draft inter-agency document to govern material transfers among A&M 
System researchers by Nov. 30th.

4.       In order to explore the idea of creating a company to create a brand to promote varieties, Dr. 
Engelke will discuss with Dr. Gilstrap toward getting a proposal to the OTC. Ideally the OTC would like to 
receive this proposal by Nov. 30th.

5.       Schedule next meeting for March 2011. 

 

Again, thank you for sharing your valuable time with this group.  Looking forward to the next meeting.

 

Sincerely,

Janie

 

 

Janie C. Hurley, MBA

Sr. Licensing Manager

 

Office of Technology Commercialization



The Texas A&M University System

3369 TAMU

College Station, TX 77843-3369

Ph: 979-845-6337

Fx: 979-845-1402

http://otc.tamu.edu <http://otc.tamu.edu> 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Jones, Brenda A. 
Sent: Wednesday, October 13, 2010 11:21 AM
To: Jones, Brenda A.; Milton C. Engelke; jmgould@ag.tamu.edu; d-genovesi@tamu.edu; Ambika 
Chandra; lr-nelson@tamu.edu; 'RSBrown@ag.tamu.edu'; Helms, Adam; rjessup@tamu.edu; Marla 
Binzel; j-reinert@tamu.edu; McCutchen, Bill
Cc: Hurley, Janie C.; Schuerman, Peter L.; Slovacek, Jackie; David Baltensperger; jr-lane@tamu.edu; 
Pennington, Jeanine M.
Subject: Turfgrass IMPACT Meeting Scheduled

 

All:

 

The Turfgrass IMPACT meeting has been scheduled. Please see the following information:

 

Date: Tuesday, October 26, 2010

Time: 10:00a – 1:30p

Place: Texas AgriLife Research and Extension Center – Dallas

Address: 17360 Coit Road, Dallas, TX, / Pavilion Building, Pavilion Classrooms 104 & 106 (adjoining)

Contact in Dallas: Janine Lane, phone: 972-952-9245, email: jr-lane@tamu.edu   

 

Lunch will be provided, so if you have any dietary restrictions, please let me or Janine know as soon as 
possible and no later than Thursday, October 21, 2010.



 

If you cannot make this meeting, please let me know at your earliest convenience so that Janine can plan 
appropriately for the lunch orders. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

 

Please add this meeting to your calendar.

 

Thank you.

 

Brenda Jones

The Texas A&M University System

Office of Technology Commercialization

800 Raymond Stotzer Parkway, Suite 2020

College Station, TX  77845

 

Mail Stop 3369

979-862-4547 direct

979-845-1402 fax

 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: ahelms@dsmail.tamu.edu; sethmurray@neo.tamu.edu
CC: sethmurray@tamu.edu; DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu; RVAvant.EXTERNAL.Intern...
Date: 3/27/2009 7:56 AM
Subject: RE: TX Corn Producers Board Presentation

Thanks Seth.  Good updates.

Bill

--

Bill F. McCutchen, Ph.D.
Associate Director
Texas AgriLife Research 
Texas A&M University System
113 Jack K. Williams Administration Building
2142 TAMU College Station, TX 77843-2142
979-845-8488 Tel
979-458-4765 Fax
bmccutchen@tamu.edu

-----Original Message-----
From: Seth C. Murray [mailto:sethmurray@neo.tamu.edu] 
Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2009 6:18 PM
To: Helms, Adam
Cc: McCutchen, Bill; Avant, Bob; Baltensperger, David;
sethmurray@tamu.edu
Subject: Re: TX Corn Producers Board Presentation

I there were a couple small alterations of text on the two slides
attached. I also have a nicer and more recent (2007) figure of corn
acreage planted so I replaced the 1999 data.

Thanks,

Seth

----- Original Message -----
From: "Adam Helms" <ahelms@dsmail.tamu.edu>
To: sethmurray@tamu.edu
Cc: "Bill McCutchen" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>, "Bob Avant"
<bavant@tamu.edu>, "David Baltensperger" <dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2009 4:59:10 PM GMT -06:00 US/Canada Central
Subject: FW: TX Corn Producers Board Presentation

Dr. Murray, 

Please review and let us know what you think. 



Thanks, 

Adam 

Adam Helms 

AgriLife Research Corporate Relations 

(mobile) 

979-458-2677 (office) 

From: McCutchen, Bill 
Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2009 4:41 PM 
To: we-xu@tamu.edu; Jaroy Moore (jmoore@ag.tamu.edu) 
Cc: Avant, Bob; Helms, Adam 
Subject: FW: TX Corn Producers Board Presentation 

Drs. Xu and Moore, 

Here is current draft of presentation to board. I would appreciate any
comments/feedback. 

Thanks, 

Bill 

-- 

Bill F. McCutchen, Ph.D. 

Associate Director 

Texas AgriLife Research 



Texas A&M University System 

113 Jack K. Williams Administration Building 

2142 TAMU College Station, TX 77843-2142 

979-845-8488 Tel 

979-458-4765 Fax 

bmccutchen@tamu.edu 

From: McCutchen, Bill 
Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2009 3:10 PM 
To: Dugas, William; Hussey, Mark 
Cc: Lunt, David; Avant, Bob; Helms, Adam 
Subject: TX Corn Producers Board Presentation 

Mark and Bill 

I have been asked to give a presentation (30mins) to the TX Corn
Producers Board next week. David asked me to explain how our
interactions with corporate, state and federal partners will actually
benefit the producers of TX - to review the concepts, provide a few
examples and seek feedback from the Board. 

If you have time, I would appreciate any feedback on the attached draft
presentation. It is currently 24 slides but at least 6 of those are
transition slides. I plan to seek feedback from Drs. Xu, Murray,
Baltensperger and Moore as well. 

Thanks, 

Bill 

-- 

Bill F. McCutchen, Ph.D. 

Associate Director 



Texas AgriLife Research 

Texas A&M University System 

113 Jack K. Williams Administration Building 

2142 TAMU College Station, TX 77843-2142 

979-845-8488 Tel 

979-458-4765 Fax 

bmccutchen@tamu.edu 

-- 
Seth C. Murray
Assistant Professor
Dept. Soil and Crop Sciences
TAMU MS 2474
College Station, TX 77843
Office (979) 845-3469
Cell 
http://maizeandgenetics.tamu.edu/



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: "Baltensperger, David" <dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>, <jalandivar@ag.tamu...
CC: <CJMcClish@ag.tamu.edu>, "Gibbs, Pete" <p-gibbs@tamu.edu>,
Date: 10/27/2010 6:43 PM
Subject: Re: TX Corn proposals

Yes, thanks John and Team.  

----- Original Message -----
From: David Baltensperger <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Juan Landivar <JALandivar@ag.tamu.edu>; Kevin Heinz <KHeinz@ag.tamu.edu>; Gross, Dennis; 
Charles T Allen <ct-allen@tamu.edu>; Jaroy Moore <j-moore@tamu.edu>; John Sweeten <j-
sweeten@tamu.edu>
Cc: Coretta McClish <CJMcClish@ag.tamu.edu>; McCutchen, Bill; Gibbs, Pete; David Gibson 

Sent: Wed Oct 27 18:31:08 2010
Subject: Re: TX Corn proposals

John,

Thanks!

David D. Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2474 TAMU
College Station, Texas 77843-2474
 
Phone 979-845-3041
Fax 979-845-0456
Email dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
 
 
 

>>> John Sweeten 10/27/2010 6:26 PM >>>
Tomorrow, Coretta will be sending you by overnight mail  the 20 proposals by TX AgriLife R & E faculty to 
the Texas Corn Producers Board.  She will send bound hard copy unless you tell her otherwise ( 
cjmcclish@ag.tamu.edu ). 
 
David  Gibson, wants these proposal reviews back by Nov. 9th meeting of his TCPB Research 
Committee, so let's shoot for Nov. 8th to get your scoresheets in to Coretta, so she can compile. If it takes 
longer go ahead and get them reviewed and we will get all results to David, before his full Board meeting 
on the 29th November.    Thanks.  jms



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
Date: 6/9/2010 7:17 PM
Subject: Re: update

Thanks.

----- Original Message -----
From: David Baltensperger <DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Bill L Rooney <wlr@tamu.edu>
Sent: Wed Jun 09 18:46:53 2010
Subject: Re: update

Bill,

I concur -- I encourage you to brief Dr. Jessup on your plan and the politics.  Might just send him this, but 
followup with a call to make sure he understands.  I am copying Bob Avant so he knows that I agree.  

David D. Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2474 TAMU
College Station, Texas 77843-2474
 
Phone 979-845-3041
Fax 979-845-0456
Email dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
 
 
 

>>> "Bill Rooney" <wlr@tamu.edu> 6/9/2010 6:22 PM >>>
Attached are the slides presented by the feedstock group at Dallas today.
You'll note under perennial grasses there are priorities for not only
switchgrass but also napiergrass.  The Hawaii program in Napiergrass is
minimal; they are just starting.  They were asking to do molecular work with
the sorghum program; I pointed out that Russ is in CS and is interested in
such projects.  Bottom line: he should be included in the consideration for
funding and programs.  

 

In the priorities and preliminary budgeting (~ $400,000 direct costs/year
for perennial grass, energycane and sorghum) , it became very clear that Wu
(switchgrass, OSU) and I don't remember his name (Napiergrass, UHM) had
different opinions on how funds should be split between the two species.  Wu
wanted 100% for switchgrass; Hawaii wanted at least 50% for napiergrass.
I'm pretty sure both were not happy about the prospect of sharing with
Jessup.  

 

I signed up to serve as team leader for feedstock development.  I'm going to



continue to push (if you agree and will as well) for inclusion of Jessup for
a couple of reasons (1) his presence justifies napiergrass in the true South
Central and (2) he has activities initiated with both switchgrass and
napiergrass.  It was a shame that he was not there to present for himself.
Finally, we will be sending some money from the sorghum group to OSU for
sorghum work.  I think it reasonable for reciprocation on switchgrass.  

 

I did talk to Avant about this, but he is going to have much bigger issues
to deal with in the very near future...

 

Regards, 

 

Bill 

 

Dr. William L. Rooney

Professor, Sorghum Breeding and Genetics

Chair, Plant Release Committee

Texas A&M University

College Station, Texas 77843-2474

979 845 2151 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: RVAvant.EXTERNAL.Internet
CC: SSimpson.EXTERNAL.Internet; DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
Date: 10/26/2009 9:30 PM
Subject: Re: Urgent Bioenergy Team Award for 2009 Vice Chancellor'sAwardsin Excellence

Sounds like a great idea to me.  I am bogging through Milam Co.  We have already shot 9 pigs.

----- Original Message -----
From: Avant, Bob
To: Bill McCutchen (bmccutchen@tamu.edu) <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
Cc: David Baltensperger (dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu) <dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>; shay-
simpson@tamu.edu <shay-simpson@tamu.edu>
Sent: Mon Oct 26 17:32:04 2009
Subject: Urgent Bioenergy Team Award for 2009 Vice Chancellor'sAwardsin Excellence

Bill,

David, suggests we submit a team award for the Bioenergy Research team.  No other team of 
researchers in the history of AgriLife have attracted more sponsored research in a shorter period of time!  
We have a very short window, it is due next week.  Do you have concerns about this.  If not I will submit.

Bob Avant
Program Director
Texas AgriLife Research
979/845-2908

(Cell)
bavant@tamu.edu
http://agbioenergy.tamu.edu

-----Original Message-----
From: David Baltensperger [mailto:DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu] 
Sent: Monday, October 26, 2009 5:17 PM
To: Avant, Bob
Subject: RE: FW: Nomination Materials for 2009 Vice Chancellor'sAwardsin Excellence for Bill Rooney

Bob,

I would even put in oilseeds -- and yes it is very large, but was non existent four years ago.  Somehow 
that deserves and needs to be recognized.  

David D. Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2474 TAMU
College Station, Texas 77843-2474
 
Phone 979-845-3041
Fax 979-845-0456
Email dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
 
 
 



>>> "Avant, Bob" <bavant@tamu.edu> 10/26/2009 5:14 PM >>>
I really like the idea of a Bioenergy Team, but that will be quite large
and could involve both sorghum and algae?

Bob Avant
Program Director
Texas AgriLife Research
979/845-2908

(Cell)
bavant@tamu.edu 
http://agbioenergy.tamu.edu 

-----Original Message-----
From: David Baltensperger [mailto:DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu] 
Sent: Monday, October 26, 2009 12:11 PM
To: Avant, Bob
Subject: Re: FW: Nomination Materials for 2009 Vice Chancellor's
Awardsin Excellence for Bill Rooney

Bob,

Great letter and thanks for the help.  

There is a VC team award as well -- I think bioenergy team would be a
potential nominee--- any thoughts?

David D. Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2474 TAMU
College Station, Texas 77843-2474
 
Phone 979-845-3041
Fax 979-845-0456
Email dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu 
 
 
 

>>> "Avant, Bob" <bavant@tamu.edu> 10/26/2009 10:30 AM >>>
David,

Attached is the draft letter I prepared for Bill Rooney for your
signature.  I'm sure you will want to do some edits and provide to Anna
Fox.

Bob Avant
Program Director
Texas AgriLife Research
979/845-2908



(Cell)
bavant@tamu.edu 
http://agbioenergy.tamu.edu 

-----Original Message-----
From: Avant, Bob 
Sent: Monday, October 26, 2009 10:28 AM
To: 'Anna J Fox'
Cc: 'Judy Young'; David Baltensperger (dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu); Bill
McCutchen (bmccutchen@tamu.edu); Bill Rooney
Subject: Nomination Materials for 2009 Vice Chancellor's Awards in
Excellence for Bill Rooney

Anna,

Attached is the nomination form and a draft of the letter I prepared for
David Baltensperger.   Jeff Dahlberg, Richard Hamilton, and Bill
McCutchen will be preparing letters of recommendation.

I will be traveling for the next three weeks and will only be checking
emails periodically.  Please advise me if I need to do anything else.

Bob Avant
Program Director
Texas AgriLife Research
979/845-2908

(Cell)
bavant@tamu.edu 
http://agbioenergy.tamu.edu 

-----Original Message-----
From: Judy Young [mailto:j-young@tamu.edu] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2009 11:46 AM
To: Avant, Bob
Subject: Fwd: Call for Nominations - 2009 Vice Chancellor's Awards
inExcellence

Oct. 14, 2009

TO:  Bob Avant 

I appreciate your willingness to assist in the preparation of a
nomination packet for Bill Rooney.  As discussed by phone the nomination
will be for Research (on campus) award.  All needed information is in
the attached material.  I talked with Bill Rooney and he will be
visiting with you by phone since both of you are traveling.  We
appreciate your assistance. 

Mike  Chandler



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: JALandivar@ag.tamu.edu; BBEAN@ag.tamu.edu; JBlumenthal@ag.tamu.edu; JCot...
CC: raymond.huhnke@okstate.edu; DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
Date: 7/15/2010 7:44 PM
Subject: Re: URGENT RE: AFRI Subobjective 2

Thanks Bob.

----- Original Message -----
From: Avant, Bob
To: Frank Hons <f-hons@tamu.edu>; Kakani, Gopal <v.g.kakani@okstate.edu>; Joe T. Cothren 
<JCothren@ag.tamu.edu>; J Blumenthal (jblumenthal@ag.tamu.edu) <jblumenthal@ag.tamu.edu>; 
Brent Bean <b-bean@tamu.edu>;  (jalandivar@ag.tamu.edu) <jalandivar@ag.tamu.edu>
Cc: Baltensperger, David; Bill McCutchen (bmccutchen@tamu.edu) <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>; Huhnke, 
Ray <raymond.huhnke@okstate.edu>
Sent: Tue Jul 13 16:14:17 2010
Subject: URGENT RE: AFRI Subobjective 2

Frank,

I think the test needs to be: what is the strongest position for us to be in from an outsider review 
perspective - which is how USDA intends to evaluate the AFRI proposals.  If it appears that we simply 
divided the budget with no regard to technical merit, the proposal is dead on arrival.  I do think that it is 
very important that we identify strategic areas, representative of the Region that have the best potential to 
demonstrate that we have viable, sustainable biomass production scenarios for the candidate feedstocks.  
(This is what USDA will be looking for!) If there is some gross disparity between feedstocks, locations, or 
within an entity, then it is the obligation and responsibility of the team leads to resolve the issue and 
assure strong technical justification for the approach or it will not make it past the Red Team or the USDA 
reviewers.  It is essential that the best science prevail that will be defensible in what will be a very 
competive (cut-throat) review process.  We have not, nor should we target budget amounts for specifically 
for any location or entity, although funds were divided among the three feedstocks in Sub-objective 1.

The Sub-objective 2 team was the only one that did not follow budget targets and exceeded the target by 
about $4 million. I believe that right out of the gate this created huge unfounded expectations.  Having 
said this, I believe that some additional funds may become available (possibly up to $700,000), but this 
will need to be justified on the basis I laid out above.  The bottom line is that the total budget for Sub-
objective 2 might approach $7 million (no promises at this time) for Research and Extension, but that 
would be it. 

I have included Gopal, Juan, Juerg, and Brent on this message so everyone has the situation in mind.  I 
would invite Ray to weigh in also in case he disagrees.  I think that the team needs to have a conference 
call ASAP to resolve what appears to me to be a fatal disagreement on approach and budget!  If you 
would like for me and Ray to participate, we would be happy to do so.

Bob Avant
Program Director
Texas AgriLife Research
979/845-2908

(Cell)
bavant@tamu.edu

-----Original Message-----
From: Frank Hons [mailto:f-hons@tamu.edu] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 13, 2010 2:49 PM
To: Avant, Bob



Cc: Baltensperger, David; Joe T. Cothren
Subject: AFRI Subobjective 2

Bob,
   Tom Cothren and I are seeking advice on how to proceed with the research component of subobjective 
2- agronomics. We are very much constrained in what we can do by the budget. We originally requested 
~$1.9 million of direct costs in research funds to do switchgrass work at Stephenville, sorghum work at 
College Station and Corpus, and energy cane work at Weslaco. The sorghum studies at College Station 
and Corpus were to be essentially duplicate work done on different soils and in different climates.
   On the afternoon of July 2nd, I received an e-mail from Gopal Kakani at OSU asking for everyone to cut 
their budgets by 50%. I sent budgets to Juan Landivar and Tom Cothren showing a 40% reduction and 
worked further on the night of July 2nd on how to achieve a 50% reduction. The only thing that seemed 
feasible to achive the 50% reduction was to cut the duplicate work at Corpus with sorghum, but to leave 
partial support for a faculty member there to help coordinate the overall state project, etc. This way, the 
three feedstocks would still be represented. We already have work ongoing with biomass sorghum at 
College Station, and they do not at Corpus. Switchgrass work is already being done at Stephenville and 
energy cane at Weslaco.
   Early on July 3rd, I sent an e-mail to Juan seeking his input on the proposed 50% cuts. I waited until 
late on the night of July 4th, but still had received no response. We had received an e-mail that you and 
Ray were meeting in Dallas and needed the budget information by July 5th. I therefore sent the 50% 
reduced budget to Gopal about 10 PM on the 4th. I received no input from Juan until July 6th.
   I've tried to work with Juan within the reduced budget to represent all feedstocks and locations, but 
have not been able to please him without significantly cannibalizing work at other locations. His latest 
response is that he's now going to Gopal Kakani independently and not as a part of the project group.
  I don't know how to proceed at this point, particularly if we are supposed to present a unified budget. 
Any help in this regard is much appreciated.
   You were copied on an e-mail yesterday that OSU only cut their research budget by 36% instead of the 
requested 50%. I also noticed that total direct costs currently for Texas research and extension is ~$1.6 
m, whereas that for OSU is ~$2.3 m. When you add on what's allocated for the Noble Foundation, the OK 
total becomes ~$2.7 m. 
   I just this afternoon received a message from Gopal indicating that research for Texas will be allocated 
an additional $200,000. This will help, but $300,000-400,000 would put us near where we need to be.
   I apologize for the long message. Any help and guidance you can provide on how to proceed at this 
point will be very much appreciated.

Frank Hons
Tom Cothren



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: mburow@tamu.edu; RVAvant.EXTERNAL.Internet
CC: SSimpson.EXTERNAL.Internet; DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu; LRBrown@ag.tamu....
Date: 2/24/2010 6:18 PM
Subject: Re: Urgent: TPWD Proceeding with Regulation of Algae!

Thanks Mark.  This is excellent feedback and insight and we need to nip in the bud.  Bob and team are 
doing a great job of acting as intermediary and we need to continue to "feed" him this type of information.

Bill

----- Original Message -----
From: Avant, Bob
To: Mark Burow <mburow@tamu.edu>
Cc: Jaroy Moore <j-moore@tamu.edu>; Antonietta Quigg <quigga@tamug.edu>; 
jalandivar@ag.tamu.edu <jalandivar@ag.tamu.edu>; Tzachi M Samocha <t-samocha@tamu.edu>; Louis 
Brown <LRBrown@ag.tamu.edu>; Baltensperger, David; Simpson, Shay; McCutchen, Bill
Sent: Wed Feb 24 18:14:06 2010
Subject: RE: Urgent: TPWD Proceeding with Regulation of Algae!

Thanks Mark,

We will be having discussions with TPWD.  Earl mentioned to me that the list is for ornamentals, primarily 
macroalgae and that for commercial production, TPWD is thinking about a commercial algae permitting 
process, but he could not define what that was???

Bob Avant
Program Director
Texas AgriLife Research
979/845-2908

(Cell)
bavant@tamu.edu

-----Original Message-----
From: Mark Burow [mailto:mburow@tamu.edu] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2010 6:04 PM
To: Avant, Bob
Cc: Jaroy Moore; Antonietta Quigg; jalandivar@ag.tamu.edu; Tzachi M Samocha; Louis Brown; 
Baltensperger, David; Simpson, Shay; McCutchen, Bill
Subject: Re: Urgent: TPWD Proceeding with Regulation of Algae!

Bob,

I noticed that NOT A SINGLE SPECIES that we or GA (to my knowledge) are 
working with is on the whitelist referred to in the attachment. 
Antonietta can probably identify the other species better than can I, 
but the only names on the list that I recognizae as algae are 
Acetabularia, Gracilaria, Halimeda, and Laurencia.  This would 
effectively kill the algae project, at least any outdoor testing, which 
makes up the largest part of the project.

I also am concerned about the cost and time needed to get approval.  It 
takes tens of millions of dollars and years of testing to get regulatory 
approval for GM varieties, and this is why it is impossible to release a 
GM peanut.



I agree with you that it is better instead to use a blacklist.  There 
are lists already circulating, and so it would not require the State of 
Texas to do expensive, time-consuming testing, merely to subscribe to 
such a list.  Here is the URL of such a list that I am familiar with: 
the IOC-UNESCO Taxonomic Reference List of Harmful Micro Algae 
(http://www.marinespecies.org/hab/index.php).

I would argue that this is superior to a whitelist, because this blacklist:
(1) Is based on scientific evidence, not a vague fear of something that 
may be harmful (but is far more likely not harmful) but without any evidence
(2) Is an internationally-recognized list
(3) Is publicly available
(4) Would cause far less harm to our project.

I checked the list of what GA sent us that they have tested, as well as 
the accessions that we or Antonietta has (to the best of my knowledge). 
  GA had 36 accessions, and we have 14, plus 3 isolates.  Of these, I 
have found that only the following are on the IOC-UNESCO list:

Nitzschia sp.
Amphora sp.

This is approx. a 4% rate of toxic algae, which is fairly low.  I think 
we can live with this.  Importantly, GA80, Nannochloris, is not on this 
list.

The list would have some potential ramifications for native isolates, as 
these would need to be identified before growth outdoors.  By DNA 
testing and microscopy, we can come up with fairly good genus and/or 
species identifications of native isolates so we would be able to look 
up any native isolates against this list.  We have the personnel capable 
of doing this analysis in Lubbock.

As for expert testimony, I think that we would need a scientist with a 
degree and long experience in algal biology.  Antonietta may not 
appreciate this, but I think that she has the qualifications, as well as 
for suggesting protocols for deciding what is to go on the whitelist.

Sincerely,

Mark

Avant, Bob wrote:
> According to the URL below from the Austin Statesman, TPWD intends to
> proceed with regulating aquatic species under a "white list" rather than
> a "black list" approach.  The release is attached for your review.  My
> quick scan of their proposed list did not include a single algae strain
> we would be using for algal biofuels production.  I am not a biologist
> and could have missed the latin name; Mark, Antonietta, Tzachi, Lou, I
> am correct?  If so, this means that it could be illegal to possess algae
> for commercial production even though it was naturally occurring in
> Texas.  And something like GA80 would be prohibited!  In other words, we



> would be out of the algae business!!!!!
> 
> Jerry Brand (UT) and I met with Earl Chilton last spring and encouraged
> him to pursue a black list philosophy, but evidently he intends to
> pursue a white list (because it will be much easier to enforce).
> 
> Here are my major concerns:
> 
> 1. How much latitude is there to include additional species on the
> published list before it becomes final, or is this it??
> 2. What will be the process to include new species on the list after the
> rules are final?  If it resembles other environmental petition
> processes, it takes years of analytical data from biologists,
> toxicologists, etc  at multiple locations and an army of lawyers costing
> millions of dollars and there is typically bureacratic inertia to
> approve.
> 3. What could be the effect on DARPA Phase II at Pecos and the proposed
> Congressional Initiative at CC - - as well as our existing projects at
> Pecos and CC.
> 
> Here is what MUST be done IMMEDITATELY:
> 
> 1.  I will contact Earl Chilton tomorrow to determine how he views
> additional algae if I have read the implications correctly.
> 2.  We need to prepare and submit testimony at the respective hearing
> locations.  IF WE DON'T THEN THERE MAY BE NO CHANCE OF INCLUDING THE
> BEST ALGAE STRAINS ON THE LIST.
> 3.  Suggest a protocol to be added to the rules that could streamline
> and expedite the approval items onto the white list. (I assume that
> GMO's shouldn't even be thought about.)
> 3.  Please advise me who can prepare and submit testimony at the
> hearings.  This needs to be highly technical testimony supporting
> inclusion of the important algae strains on the list.
> 
> Bob Avant
> Program Director
> Texas AgriLife Research
> 979/845-2908
>  (Cell)
> bavant@tamu.edu
> 
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Avant, Bob 
> Sent: Sunday, February 21, 2010 2:16 PM
> To: Avant, Bob
> Subject: I thought you should see this story 
> 
> Department to begin invasive plant program
> http://m.apnews.com/ap/db_15980/contentdetail.htm?contentguid=sfLsD44Y
> 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone

-- 
Mark Burow
Associate Professor, Peanut Breeding and Genetics



Texas AgriLife Research
Texas A&M System
and
Texas Tech University
Department of Plant and Soil Science

Address:
Texas AgriLife Research and Extension Center
1102 East FM 1294
Lubbock, TX 79403
Phone: (806)-746-6101
FAX: (806)-746-6528
email: mburow@tamu.edu



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: "Avant, Bob" <bavant@tamu.edu>, "Helms, Adam" <ahelms@tamu.edu>, <td-mil...
CC: "Baltensperger, David" <dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
Date: 10/24/2010 7:10 PM
Subject: Re: us-biofuel-wins-75-subsidy

Agree.

________________________________

From: Avant, Bob 
To: Adam Helms <ahelms@tamu.edu>; Travis Miller <td-miller@tamu.edu>; Mike Gould 
<jmgould@tamu.edu> 
Cc: David Baltensperger (dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu) <dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>; Bill 
McCutchen (bmccutchen@tamu.edu) <bmccutchen@tamu.edu> 
Sent: Sun Oct 24 18:14:28 2010
Subject: FW: us-biofuel-wins-75-subsidy 

Adam, Travis, Mike

 

This might be a big opportunity to leverage Chevron $ for the Hawaii project and the Weslaco to Lafayette 
(Chevron Phase II) projects.  Ie large scale demos.  We need to see if BCAP could be used and I think it 
might.   In  a conversation with Michelle on Friday, she specifically mentioned this to me, so we need to 
do our homework. 

 

From: Pamela Groce [mailto:pam.groce@cpa.state.tx.us] 
Sent: Friday, October 22, 2010 10:59 AM
To: Travis Brown; Avant, Bob; Jason Modglin; rsmith@treia.org; Dub Taylor
Subject: us-biofuel-wins-75-subsidy

 

http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2010/10/us-biofuel-wins-75-subsidy

 

Pam Groce

Texas State Energy Conservation Office

Comptroller of Public Accounts

111 E. 17th Street, Room 1118

Austin, Texas  78701

Phone toll free (800) 531-5441, 

extension 31889 or (512) 463-1889



Fax:  (512) 475-2569

Email:  pam.groce@cpa.state.tx.us <mailto:pam.groce@cpa.state.tx.us> 

Websites:  www.seco.cpa.state.tx.us <http://www.seco.cpa.state.tx.us/>  or www.infinitepower.org 
<http://www.infinitepower.org/> 

 

Change your thoughts and change your world - Norman Vincent Peale

 

 

 

 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: SHague@ag.tamu.edu
CC: DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu; RDLacewell.EXTERNAL.Internet; RVAvant.EXTERN...
Date: 3/9/2010 7:18 PM
Subject: Re: USDA-NIFA RFP - PROPOSED Strategy and Team Leads

Steve,

The truth being, we do not know yet, but it might be good to mention the possibility while you are in MX.

Bob and/or Ron, do we have any updated intel, esp as it relates to international collaborations?

Thanks,

Bill

----- Original Message -----
From: Steve Hague <shague@ag.tamu.edu>
To: McCutchen, Bill
Sent: Tue Mar 09 00:18:30 2010
Subject: Re: USDA-NIFA RFP - PROPOSED Strategy and Team Leads

Bill,

Will there be any need for international collaboration such as a Mexican univeristy? I am down here right 
now is why I am asking.

Steve Hague
Cotton and Perennial Oilseed Breeder
Texas A&M University
Dept of Soil and Crop Sciences
College Station, TX 77843-2474
Office: (979) 845-8248
Mobile: (979) 255-1818

>>> "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu> 3/8/2010 11:07 AM >>>
All,

 

As you are aware, USDA-NIFA is expected to announce RFP's in March with
one of the targeted areas being bioenergy.  We have contacted each of
you to be potential team leads in order to explore strategies for
responding to the upcoming announcement.  Of course this is only a DRAFT
approach, and strategies will change once the RFP is released.  For
example, rather than one large feedstock RFP, we may see several
feedstock RFP's addressing, energy cane, grasses, woody species, oil
seeds, etc. This would affect how we structure a response.  We would
expect you to work with your colleagues in designated and
cross-disciplinary areas to develop a comprehesive proposal.  Both
Corporate (Avant) and Federal (Lacewell) Relations will help lead to
assimilate the proposal, budgets, etc.  

 



Please see details below as well as the attached documents "Growing
America's Fuel" and "Beachy speech excerpts 2-23-10."  

Driver: USDA-NIFA expected to issue RFPs in March 2010 under its
Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI) Competitive Grants
Program.  

*         Texas AgriLife Research and Extension intend to develop an
integrated and comprehensive proposal to include strategic partners for
bioenergy.

NIFA has restructured AFRI to affect breakthroughs and achieve
"significant and measurable outcomes" with more emphasis on
translational research and development:

*         Awards in the $20-25 million range for a period of 5 years.  

*         Projects must be large-scale, multidisciplinary, and
integrated (i.e., containing research & extension components), but may
be feedstock specific.

==>    AgriLife Research and Extension possess significant strengths
across the spectrum in the bioenergy arena whereby major talent,
infrastructure and expertise exist for assembling an integrated project
team.

==>    In anticipation of the issuance of a bioenergy-related RFP, a
project framework for developing a Bioenergy Feedstock Development and
Production Proposal has been prepared.  

The table below identifies likely key topics and team leaders across
both Research (on-campus and off-campus) and Extension.  (Note that
these may change based on the content of the RFP.)

 

Proposed Team Leads 

 

 

 



      

  

      

 

      

      

TBD

TBD

 

 

Thanks in advance and please feel free to give us a call.

 

Bill

--

Bill F. McCutchen, Ph.D.

Associate Director

Texas AgriLife Research 

Texas A&M University System



113 Jack K. Williams Administration Building

2142 TAMU College Station, TX 77843-2142

979-845-8488 Tel

979-458-4765 Fax

bmccutchen@tamu.edu 

 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: DKLunt.EXTERNAL.Internet; CNessler.EXTERNAL.Internet; AHelms.EXTERNAL.In...
CC: DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
Date: 7/23/2010 5:08 PM
Subject: Re: Uvalde- Evogene

Travis,

My recommendation is to proceed as usual. Issues with Uvalde are being considered from many angles. I 
suspect that it would be a good idea to suggest Pecos an/or San Angelo as a second/third (potentially an 
alternative site). Right now let's please stay calm, and see how things proceed with Evogene. Also know 
that David Lunt will be in Uvalde early next week, and I would ask you to introduce Dave to Evogene and 
show him the castor plots.

Finally, your work with Evogene has been and continues to be impressive with huge upside potential. The 
last thing that we want to show/indicate at this point would be a dysfunctional operation. Dr. Nessler can 
weigh-in/add to this message as he wishes.

Thanks Travis.

Bill

________________________________

From: Avant, Bob 
To: Travis Miller <td-miller@tamu.edu>; Adam Helms <ahelms@tamu.edu>; McCutchen, Bill; Nessler, 
Craig 
Cc: Baltensperger, David 
Sent: Fri Jul 23 16:33:29 2010
Subject: RE: Uvalde- Evogene 

Bill,

Would you respond.

Travis, Adam is on leave and I have not been in the loop lately on this.

 

From: Travis Miller [mailto:td-miller@tamu.edu] 
Sent: Friday, July 23, 2010 2:26 PM
To: Adam Helms; Avant, Bob; McCutchen, Bill; Nessler, Craig
Cc: Baltensperger, David
Subject: Uvalde- Evogene

 

Gents;

I am hoping for a little clarification on the situation at Uvalde.   As the chain if e-mails below shows, plots 
that we were discussing in our meeting on July 15 were being disced up while we talked about them in 
the AgriLife Research Conference room.   I was instrumental in bringing Evogene to the table and getting 
plots in the field with Dr. Rowland.  I am traveling to Uvalde on Sunday to meet with Evogene scientists 
on Monday, July 26.  Part of what we will be discussing is future plans: what and where we will do science 



with Evogene and other partners as we continue to evaluate the feasibility of a castor based biofuel 
industry in Texas.  If I am to recommend that they continue projects at the Uvalde AgriLife Center, I need 
to know that we have a commitment to keep things from happening which will be destructive to our 
relationship.  

Has anything developed that I need to be aware of?  Should I head them towards Pecos, Lubbock and/or 
San Angelo?  Your input would be most appreciated.

Travis Miller

 

Travis D. Miller
Professor, Texas AgriLife Extension Service Program Leader and Associate Head for Soil and Crop 
Sciences
434F Heep Center
2474 Texas A&M University
College Station, TX 77843-2474

phone: 979.845-4808
fax:       979.845-0456
e-mail:  td-miller@tamu.edu
web site http://soilcrop.tamu.edu <http://soilcrop.tamu.edu/> 

>>> "David Forbes" <dforbes@tamu.edu> 7/16/2010 4:05 PM >>>
Diane,
The discing of the sesame quarter essentially destroys one quarter of the cropping systems project. You, 
Dr. Morgan and I, along with others involved in this project will now have to develop some way to enable 
us to get publishable data from the second year's research.
Apparently the decision to disc the field was made on Wednesday and the actual discing took place on 
Thursday using a member of our ranch staff and not our regular farm crew.
That this happened suggests that other projects are equally vulnerable to arbitrary destruction.
David

***********************************************
Dr. T. David A. Forbes
Texas AgriLife - Research
1619 Garner Field Road
Uvalde, TX 78801-6205
Phone: (830)-278-9151 ext 133
Mobile Phone: 
Fax: (830)-278-1570
***********************************************

>>> Diane L Rowland 16-Jul-10 11:13 AM >>>
Hello All,
Just to keep everyone updated on the projects we discussed yesterday - when Beth Speer returned to 
work today she found that Dr. Hays and Dr. Ibrahim's former wheat plots had been disced in yesterday.  
In addition, the sesame quarter of the cropping systems project was also disced yesterday which negates 
the two year tillage treatment we had established.  This will profoundly change the direction of the 
cropping systems project.
Diane Rowland



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: LNELSON@ag.tamu.edu
CC: AHelms.EXTERNAL.Internet; DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
Date: 6/28/2010 10:31 AM
Subject: Re: Visit with Kevin Turner of Scotts

Lloyd,

Thanks. We met with Kevin and team last week and worked through several issues. Looks good now.

Bill

________________________________

From: Lloyd Nelson <lr-nelson@tamu.edu> 
To: McCutchen, Bill 
Cc: Baltensperger, David 
Sent: Mon Jun 28 10:01:34 2010
Subject: Visit with Kevin Turner of Scotts 

Hi Dr. McCutchen,
 
I had a nice visit with Kevin turner while I was in Oregon about 2 weeks ago.  He provided me with a tour 
of the Scotts Research Farm at Gervais, Oregon.  
 
I wanted to tell you about a statement he said to me concerning the pending agreement between A&M 
and Scotts.  It may not mean anything, but I think it is worth passing it on to you.  He said he was very 
frustrated at the time it was taking Texas AgriLife Research to put together an outline of a proposal.  He 
indicated he had been waiting for some time to hear back from AgriLife.
 
I have no other info, but thought this was worth passing on.
 
Best Regards,
 
Lloyd
 
 
L. R. Nelson
Regents Professor & Ryegrass Breeder
Texas AgriLife Research
Texas A&M System
Texas AgriLife Research and Extension Center at Overton
P.O Box 200
Overton, TX 75684
lr-nelson@tamu.edu
Tel. no: 903-834-6191
Cell no: 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: JHurley@tamu.edu; RVAvant.EXTERNAL.Internet; ahelms@dsmail.tamu.edu; WLR...
CC: DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu; MAHussey.EXTERNAL.Internet
Date: 7/1/2009 7:27 PM
Subject: Re: Action Items Update-Confidential

Brian,

I want to thank you for leading these efforts. 

I truly believe these initiatives and the corresponding IP portfolio could be one of the most significant for 
Ag and Life Sciences / AgriLife in recent memory - to include the BEVs technology, which I saw 
developed as a student while at TAMU.

I am applauding your efforts as well as asking our faculty to focus on providing the most comprehensive 
and speculative (science-based) set of information possible. This will allow us to develop the most 
comprehensive IP portfolio imaginable.

Without these data, ideas and protection, we could see major industry "skirt" around us and our 
programs.

Bill

________________________________

From: Schmitt, Brian C. 
To: McCutchen, Bill; 'jmgould@tamu.edu' <jmgould@tamu.edu>; Schuerman, Peter L.; Jaklevic, Burnley 
E.; 'Stelly_David' <stelly@tamu.edu>; Mullet, John E.; 'Bill Rooney' <wlr@tamu.edu>; Helms, Adam; 
Avant, Bob; Hurley, Janie C.; 'Hanson, Robert E.'  
Sent: Tue Jun 30 16:15:28 2009
Subject:  Action Items Update-Confidential 

All:

 

I wanted to provide an update on where we are at on this project.  

 

We have submitted seeds to the ATCC.  We are waiting for the accession number for the utility 
applications.

 

We need to get going on the next action items, which are as follows:

 

1.      Any new studies or other materials that should be added to the previously filed provisional 
application.  See 2(a)(i)-(iv) in the attached MS Word document.  

2.      A morphological description of Tx 3361 consistent with the attached PVP Exhibit C.  Just fill out the 
form and provide it to me and I will take care of the rest.  



3.      A disclosure detailing transformation.  OTC’s disclosure form can be downloaded from:  
http://otc.tamu.edu/inventors/index.jsp?cid=43&scid=58 
<http://otc.tamu.edu/inventors/index.jsp?cid=43&scid=58> .  

4.      An exhaustive list of all  crossing possibilities.  See 3 (c)(i) in the attached MS Word document 
for further explanation.  

5.      A disclosure detailing cropping systems for cultivating Sorcane.  See 3(b)(i)(1)-(4) of the attached 
MS Word document for further details.  

 

The attached “  action items final” document has a chart of what everyone needs to do and the 
deadline for completion of the task.  Below the chart, there is a detailed description of what needs to be 
done.  

 

Please let me know if you have any questions or comments.  

 

Thanks,

 

Brian Schmitt

 

Brian Schmitt, J.D.

Intellectual Property Manager

Registered Patent Attorney

Office of Technology Commercialization

Texas A&M University System

1700 Research Parkway, Suite 250

College Station, TX 77845

979-862-6832

bschmitt@tamu.edu

 

 

 

 



 

 

From: Schmitt, Brian C. 
Sent: Friday, June 19, 2009 11:58 AM
To: McCutchen, Bill; 'jmgould@tamu.edu'; Schuerman, Peter L.; Jaklevic, Burnley E.; 'Stelly_David'; 
Mullet, John E.; 'Bill Rooney'; Helms, Adam; Avant, Bob; Hurley, Janie C.; 'Hanson, Robert E.'
Subject: Action Items List

 

All:

 

Please find the Action Items List attached as a Microsoft Word document.  The top 
part of the document is an Action Item Chart which describes the action, the responsible party, brief 
description of the details of what needs to be done and the deadline.  For some of the details, I refer to an 
outline which is found below the Action Item Chart.  

 

I would note that the most pressing items need to be dealt with early next week.  The most pressing is the 
submission of seed to ATCC.  

 

I will be contacting the PI’s shortly to discuss these items.  

 

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  

 

Regards,

 

Brian Schmitt

 

Brian Schmitt, J.D.

Intellectual Property Manager

Registered Patent Attorney

Office of Technology Commercialization

Texas A&M University System

1700 Research Parkway, Suite 250



College Station, TX 77845

979-862-6832

bschmitt@tamu.edu

 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE:
This e-mail and any attachments are confidential and may be protected by legal privilege. If you are not 
the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of this e-mail or any 
attachment is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify us immediately by 
returning it to the sender and delete this copy from your system. Thank you for your cooperation.

 

 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: cawthon@tarleton.edu; CSIMPSON@ag.tamu.edu; DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
CC: MAHussey.EXTERNAL.Internet; WDugas.EXTERNAL.Internet
Date: 1/21/2009 6:39 PM
Subject: Re: Wild Peanut Collection and Peanut Breeding Program

Charles,

The Director's office is supportive of these actions and looks forward to the proposals.

Thanks,

Bill

----- Original Message -----
From: David D Baltensperger <dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>
To: Charles Simpson <c-simpson@tamu.edu>; cawthon@tarleton.edu <cawthon@tarleton.edu>
Cc: McCutchen, Bill
Sent: Wed Jan 21 15:59:46 2009
Subject: RE: Wild Peanut Collection and Peanut Breeding Program

Charles,

Exactly what I think we spoke about when we met with Don last year.  Thanks and I am looking forward to 
it.  Give me a call if you would like to discuss points along the way.  

David D. Baltensperger
Professor and Head
Soil and Crop Sciences
Texas A&M University
2474 TAMU
College Station, Texas 77843-2474
 
Phone 979-845-3041
Fax 979-845-0456
Email dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu
 
 
 

>>> Charles Simpson 1/21/2009 2:32 PM >>>
Message to:
Dr. Don Cawthon
Dr. David Baltensperger
 
From:
Charles Simpson
 
Subject:
Strategic Plan for Peanut Breeding Program and
Wild Peanut Germplasm Collection
 
Don and David:
     Last week Thursday (08 January, 2009) I met with Dr. Bill McCutchen to discuss support for 



maintaining the Wild Peanut Collection which is housed at the Stephenville Center. Bill asked me to send 
this message to both of you to inform you of our discussions.
      After I briefed Bill that I had asked for the meeting to inquire about the acceptability of presenting a 
proposal to the AgriLife Research Directors Office for support of maintaining the Wild Peanut Germplasm 
Collection, I also informed Bill that Dr. Baltensperger had asked me, working with Mark Burow and 
Michael Baring, to prepare a strategic plan for the Peanut Breeding Program and include in the plan our 
ideas on preservation of the peanut germplasm collection. The proposal for support idea was formulated 
from information I gathered about the meeting in mid-October in which (among other items) the Wild 
Peanut Collection was discussed, and I was encouraged by Dr. Cawthon to prepare said proposal.
      The strategic plan and the proposal for support are both in preparation, but not yet completed. Bill and 
I discussed the collection, its potential for improving the cultivated peanut varieties that AgriLife Research 
might release in the future, and the fact that a considerable amount of IP probably resides within the 
collection.
      In the end, what Bill asked me to do is continue to work up the strategic plan and include in that plan 
an annual cost estimate for the long term maintenance of the wild peanut collection.
      No time frame was spelled out, but I will set a target date of May 1, 2009 to have this in your hands.
Thank you for your time.
Charles Simpson 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: <charlieJohnson@tamu.edu>, "Lacewell, Ron" <r-lacewell@tamu.edu>
CC: <stelly@tamu.edu>, <wlr@tamu.edu>, "Mullet, John E." <jmullet@tamu.edu>,...
Date: 10/27/2010 5:38 PM
Subject: Re: Your Response is Critical:  Additional Information Needed for 2012 Federal 
Initiatives - Chancellor Submissions

Charlie,

To add, please lean on Dave Stelly, Bill Rooney and John Mullet if you have pressing needs to get 
and on the official books for Fed Initiatives.

Bill 

________________________________

From: Charles D. Johnson <charliejohnson@neo.tamu.edu> 
To: Lacewell, Ron 
Cc: McCutchen, Bill 
Sent: Wed Oct 27 17:06:35 2010
Subject: Re: Your Response is Critical: Additional Information Needed for 2012 Federal Initiatives - 
Chancellor Submissions 

Ron,

Thanks that's good, I'll do my best but I do have some concerns that given the deadline our proposal will 
still lack the required details and/or be less then polished. 

My question for both you and Bill is if we would do better to wait on this round and really do a good job 
later or move forward with what I can get done by Monday.  

I would hate to give the Chancellor something that was less then exceptional.  This would be the first 
proposal with the center as lead and I don't want to present a bad impression. 

Another option would be to go back to our original center proposal that was signficantly less ambitious but 
is somewhat further along. 

I'm open to suggestions on how to proceed. 

Sincerely,

Charles D. Johnson, PhD
Operations Director: Borlaug Genomics and Bioinformatics Center
Texas A&M University
2123 TAMU
College Station, TX  77843

Office: 139B - Norman E. Borlaug Center
email: CharlieJohnson@tamu.edu <http://CharlieJohnson@tamu.edu/> 
Phone- office: 1.979.862.3287  cell: 

----- Original Message -----



From: "Ron Lacewell" <r-lacewell@tamu.edu>
To: "Charles D. Johnson" <charliejohnson@neo.tamu.edu>
Cc: "Stephanie Payton" <sa-payton@tamu.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, October 27, 2010 4:37:28 PM GMT -06:00 US/Canada Central
Subject: Re: Your Response is Critical:  Additional Information Needed for 2012 Federal Initiatives - 
Chancellor Submissions

Broad.  Like salaries, equipment, travel, expendibles

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 26, 2010, at 5:41 PM, "Charles D. Johnson" <charliejohnson@neo.tamu.edu> wrote:

> Ron, 
> 
> When they ask for a budget do they need a NSF/NIH grant type break down or can I use the broad 
brush descriptions from the DARPA grant that we scavenged for the two pager. 
> 
> Thanks, 
> 
> Charles D. Johnson, PhD 
> Director: AgriLIFE Genomics and Bioinformatics Center 
> 2123 TAMU, College Station, TX 77843 
> 
> Office: 139B - Norman E. Borlaug Center 
> email: CharlieJohnson@tamu.edu 
> Phone- office: 1.979.862.3287 cell: 
> 
> ----- Original Message ----- 
> From: "Ron Lacewell" <r-lacewell@tamu.edu> 
> To: CharlieJohnson@tamu.edu 
> Cc: "Bill McCutchen" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>, "Ron Lacewell" <r-lacewell@tamu.edu>, "Ann H 
Shurgin" <ahshurgin@ag.tamu.edu> 
> Sent: Thursday, October 21, 2010 4:28:34 PM GMT -06:00 US/Canada Central 
> Subject: Your Response is Critical: Additional Information Needed for 2012 Federal Initiatives - 
Chancellor Submissions 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> Dr. Johnson, 
> 
> 
> 
> The Chancellor’s Office has significantly increased the amount of information we must submit with each 
federal initiative for 2012. We must have your help as the PI to meet all deadlines. Please review the 
attached memo and then the Chancellor form. Respond for those topics where Federal Relations does 
not have the information needed. The federal initiative(s) you submitted has been attached for your 
convenience/reference. 
> 
> 
> 
> We need your response by Monday, November 1 st ; send to Stephanie Payton electronically at sa-
payton@tamu.edu . Your timely response is very much appreciated. 



> 
> 
> 
> Thank you, 
> 
> Ron 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> Stephanie Payton 
> 
> Assistant to the Assistant Vice Chancellor 
> 
> Office of Federal Relations 
> 
> Texas A&M AgriLife 
> 
> 
> 
> 2259 TAMU|College Station, Texas 77843-2259 
> 
> Phone: 979.845.2612|Fax: 979.845.1527 
> 
> e-mail: sa-payton@tamu.edu 
> 
> http://agofr.tamu.edu/ 
> 
> <DARPA RD Proposal for High-Biomass Energy Crops.doc>



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: JBlumenthal@ag.tamu.edu; WLRooney.EXTERNAL.Internet; BFannin@ag.tamu.edu...
Date: 11/25/2009 12:15 PM
Subject: Re:

Bob and all,

This is excellent. Great job. I would ask SW Farm Press to acknowledge error of 2 dry tons and make a 
statement that it should be 20 dry tons. Otherwise we look like corn stover and tonnage is one of our 
greatest assets. In other words, this is a glaring mistake.

Blair, is it possible for you to contact SWFP and have them run correction in next rendition?

Thanks again,

Bill

________________________________

From: Avant, Bob 
To: mhussey@tamu.edu <mhussey@tamu.edu>; Nessler, Craig; Bill McCutchen 
(bmccutchen@tamu.edu) <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>; Lunt, David; r-lacewell@tamu.edu <r-
lacewell@tamu.edu>; shay-simpson@tamu.edu <shay-simpson@tamu.edu>; ahelms@tamu.edu 
<ahelms@tamu.edu>; bridges@tamu.edu <bridges@tamu.edu>; David Baltensperger 
(dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu) <dbaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu>; riskowski@tamu.edu 
<riskowski@tamu.edu>; s-searcy@tamu.edu <s-searcy@tamu.edu>; Ronald Lacey <ron-
lacey@tamu.edu>; Capareda, Sergio <scapareda@tamu.edu>; kkoza@ag.tamu.edu 
<kkoza@ag.tamu.edu>; Fannin, Blair; Bill Rooney <wlr@tamu.edu>; J Blumenthal 
(jblumenthal@ag.tamu.edu) <jblumenthal@ag.tamu.edu> 
Sent: Wed Nov 25 10:15:12 2009
Subject: 

The following is the first in a series of articles on our bioenergy program that will appear in the Southwest 
Farm Press.  It is a result of the Press Day we had this summer.  One note, a typo on the “2 tons per 
acre” comment otherwise a good start.

 

Research effort seeks solutions to energy needs

Nov 17, 2009 11:03 AM, By Ron Smith, Farm Press Editorial Staff 

First in a series

The bar has been set high: one-third of the U.S. fuel supply to come from biofuel production and 900 
million tons of biofuel stock to come from agriculture.

“That’s 100,000 trailer loads per day,” says Bob Avant, Texas AgriLife Research Bioenergy Program 
director at College Station.

To meet that challenge, Texas A&M AgriLife researchers from multiple disciplines are evaluating crops, 
production systems, harvest techniques and transportation to develop a system to help decrease the 



country’s dependence on foreign oil.

“We’re looking at a field-to-fuel approach,” Avant says. “We need a system that goes from genetics to fuel 
conversion. Without an efficient system, the process will not be sustainable.”

Avant says Texas A&M is uniquely qualified to serve its role as a “national leader in bioenergy and 
bioproducts research, development and commercialization because of its programs, expertise, 
infrastructure and partnerships.

The bioenergy effort may tap into: 14 academic departments; 13 research stations with capabilities to 
produce and evaluate various crops and processes under climate and soil conditions that range from 
desert to high rainfall and tropical to temperate; 400 faculty members and 1,600 employees. The 
university also enjoys strategic partnerships with the feedstock, chemical, equipment and conversion 
industries.

Avant says sponsored research programs with the state of Texas and federal agencies also enhance the 
bioenergy program.

Initiatives will include research into dedicated energy crop production for advanced biofuels and 
bioproducts; economically sustainable oilseed crops for biodiesel and bioproducts; and algae 
development for biodiesel, bioproducts and jet fuel.

Avant says researchers are evaluating germplasm to create “a wider base” of materials. Some new 
hybrids likely will have more lignin, others less, depending on the conversion process.

“Our main goal is to produce lots of biomass per acre.” He says 2 tons per acre will be a starting point. 
“For high biomass crops, we will need a lot of management and increased efficiency.”

He says biofuels may follow a cotton industry template. “With cotton, gins are located within 30 to 60 
miles of production.” The close proximity of raw material to processing facility improves the economics of 
moving cotton from field to factory.

“Biorefineries need to be within a 30 to 60 mile haul-in radius from production as well,” he says. 
Transporting the fuel stock long distances will decrease efficiency. “If we ignore the logistics, production 
will not be sustainable,” Avant says. “We need a strong emphasis on management and the logistics of 
storage and transport. We need high tonnage production and we need agronomic research to determine 
how to take that tonnage off the field without taking away too many nutrients.”

He says reduced tillage systems will be critical “to reduce our carbon footprint.”

Texas researchers are also looking at ways to evaluate sorghum production. “It’s best in rotation, one 
year in four. We’re also looking at using less desirable land, such as reclaimed mine sites and retired 
conservation reserve program acreage.”

The complexity of the overall goal of reducing the nation’s dependence on foreign oil demands a multi-
disciplined approach, Avant says. That’s why plant breeders, agronomists, engineers, and scientists from 
other disciplines are working with multiple crops and numerous production practices to develop the most 
efficient systems to produce biofuels.

In addition to sorghum (forage and sweet types) scientists are looking at other forage plants, as well as 
algae as biofuel sources.

In subsequent articles Farm Press will feature scientists from various departments working together to 
develop an efficient, sustainable process of producing biofuels.

email: rsmith@farmpress.com <mailto:rsmith@farmpress.com> 



 

 

Bob Avant

Program Director

Texas AgriLife Research

979/845-2908

(Cell)

bavant@tamu.edu

 



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: JHurley@tamu.edu; PLSchuerman.EXTERNAL.Internet; WLRooney.EXTERNAL.Inter...
CC: MAHussey.EXTERNAL.Internet; CNessler.EXTERNAL.Internet; DBaltensperger@a...
Date: 8/19/2010 6:17 PM
Subject: Recommendation on red river runner

Peter and Janie,

We have received a recommendation to approve the RRR peanut variety from the PRC. I do not plan to 
sign the approval document, until you two have had a chance to discuss with appropriate USDA 
personnel in Stillwater and D.C. 

Since this potential new release is an essentially-derived variety of AgriLife's germplasm, appropriate 
agreement terms such as royalty sharing need to be discussed with USDA.

Thanks and please feel free to give Steve or me a call. Steve, please add any additional information to 
this email.

Bill

________________________________

From: Bill Rooney <wlr@tamu.edu> 
To: 'Chamberlin, Kelly' <Kelly.Chamberlin@ARS.USDA.GOV> 
Cc: m-baring@tamu.edu <m-baring@tamu.edu>; McCutchen, Bill; rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu 
<rsbrown@ag.tamu.edu> 
Sent: Wed Aug 18 09:02:42 2010
Subject: RE: recommendation on red river runner 

Kelly:

 

I have not yet received a response from the administration on the Red River Runner variety.  

 

As soon as I hear, I’ll send it on to you.  

 

Regards, 

 

Bill 

 

 

 

From: Chamberlin, Kelly [mailto:Kelly.Chamberlin@ARS.USDA.GOV] 



Sent: Tuesday, August 17, 2010 9:35 AM
To: Bill L Rooney
Subject: RE: recommendation on red river runner

 

Hi Bill.  Thanks for the information. This is great news. Can you please forward me the final papers after 
you receive them (signed by the administration)?  It would be a great help.   Again, thanks for your 
cooperation and I look forward to this release.

 

Kelly

 

From: Bill L Rooney [mailto:wlr@tamu.edu] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 03, 2010 1:25 PM
To: Chamberlin, Kelly; Bill McCutchen
Cc: j-hein@tamu.edu; m-baring@tamu.edu
Subject: recommendation on red river runner

 

Bill: 

 

We’ve finished the review on the joint peanut cultivar release.  The recommendation is for release.  

 

I’ll let you folks carry it from here; please send me a signed version back for my files.  

 

Regards, 

 

Bill 

 

William L. Rooney

Professor, Sorghum Breeding and Genetics

Chair, Plant Release Committee

Texas A&M University

College Station, Texas 77843-2474

979 845 2151























From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: GRSmith@ag.tamu.edu; therrman@tamu.edu; nwilkins@ag.tamu.edu; PSMurano.E...
CC: KZak.EXTERNAL.Internet; BMcCutchen.EXTERNAL.Internet; DGILLILA@ag.tamu.e...
Date: 4/2/2010 1:14 PM
Subject: Reminder: AgriLife Conference Call Monday from 3-5 Call for AFRI RFAs - 

All,

 

Just a reminder and please forward this information to faculty as you
deem appropriate.  Dr. Nessler will spend the first 30 mins or so
reviewing Program Areas and the six Priority areas and Five Challenge
Area RFA's.  Dave Lunt, Bob Avant and I will spend time talking about
RFA specifics and AgriLife Strategies for large Regional Approaches.
Please see below for the link to the WebEx meeting along with the
conference call log in number.  Please call Kendra with questions

Kendra Zak invites you to attend this online meeting. 

Topic: AFRI 
Date: Monday, April 5, 2010 
Time: 3:00 pm, Central Daylight Time (Chicago, GMT-05:00) 
Meeting Number: 574 485 551 
Meeting Password: 

 Instructions
------------------------------------------------------- 
To join the online meeting 
------------------------------------------------------- 
1. Go to
https://tamucorporaterelations.webex.com/tamucorporaterelations/j.php?ED
=144151962&UID=0&PW=NZWU0MzFjMGIy&RT=MiM3 
2. Enter your name and email address. 
3. Enter the meeting password: 
4. Click "Join Now". 

To view in other time zones or languages, please click the link: 
https://tamucorporaterelations.webex.com/tamucorporaterelations/j.php?ED
=144151962&UID=0&PW=NZWU0MzFjMGIy&ORT=MiM3 

------------------------------------------------------- 
To join the audio conference only 
------------------------------------------------------- 
Please dial 888-296-6500 and pin number 

------------------------------------------------------- 
For assistance 
------------------------------------------------------- 
1. Go to
https://tamucorporaterelations.webex.com/tamucorporaterelations/mc 
2. On the left navigation bar, click "Support". 

You can contact me at: 
kzak@tamu.edu 



To add this meeting to your calendar program (for example Microsoft
Outlook), click this link: 
https://tamucorporaterelations.webex.com/tamucorporaterelations/j.php?ED
=144151962&UID=0&ICS=MI&LD=1&RD=2&ST=1&SHA2=H0Xe7eCW5ARtJpcRbXeQ3TTQlzEh
A8rceJe7x2LnY6o=&RT=MiM3 

The playback of UCF (Universal Communications Format) rich media files
requires appropriate players. To view this type of rich media files in
the meeting, please check whether you have the players installed on your
computer by going to
https://tamucorporaterelations.webex.com/tamucorporaterelations/systemdi
agnosis.php 

Sign up for a free trial of WebEx 
http://www.webex.com/go/mcemfreetrial 

http://www.webex.com 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: This WebEx service includes a feature that allows
audio and any documents and other materials exchanged or viewed during
the session to be recorded. By joining this session, you automatically
consent to such recordings. If you do not consent to the recording, do
not join the session.

 

Kendra Zak

Administrative Assistant

AgriLife Corporate Relations

office 979-845-4281

fax 979-458-2155

cell 

1500 Research Pkwy 

Suite 100A

College Station, TX  77845

________________________________

From: McCutchen, Bill 
Sent: Tuesday, March 30, 2010 9:44 AM
To: 'Mirkov Erik'; 'Gould Mike'; JBlumenthal@ag.tamu.edu; 'Auld, Dick';
Bill Rooney (wlr@tamu.edu); Carraway, Burl; jtcothren@tamu.edu; Mullet,
John E.; Jim Ansley (r-ansley@tamu.edu); Steve Hague (shague@tamu.edu);
td-miller@tamu.edu; Ed Rister (e-rister@tamu.edu); Bean Brent W; Ribera
Luis A; Juan Landivar (jalandivar@ag.tamu.edu); James Richardson



(jwrichardson@tamu.edu); Steve Searcy (ssearcy@tamu.edu); Wilson, Ted;
Bill Harris (bl-harris@tamu.edu); 'eric-taylor@tamu.edu';
'p-baumann@tamu.edu'; 'c-trostle@tamu.edu'; 'd-mccorkle@tamu.edu';
Lacewell, Ron; Avant, Bob; Baltensperger, David; Ellis, Gary; Gary Acuff
- Animal Science; Gary Riskowski - Biological & Ag Engineering; Greg
Reinhart - Bio/Bio; Gross, Dennis; Jack Elliot; Jimmy Keeton; John Carey
(jcarey@poultry.tamu.edu); John Nichols (jpn@tamu.edu); Kevin Heinz -
Entomology; Steve Whisenant - Forest Science / Rangeland Ecology; Thomas
Lacher (tlacher@tamu.edu); Tim Davis - Horticulture; Ari Michelsen - El
Paso; Bill Holloway - Uvalde; Charles Long - Overton; Don Cawthon -
Stephenville ; Frank Gilstrap - Dallas; Jaroy Moore - Lubbock; John
Sweeten - Amarillo; John Walker - San Angelo; Mike Gould - Weslaco; Ted
Wilson - Beaumont; Tom Gerik; (tbeckham@tvmdl.tamu.edu); Ed Price
(ec-price@tamu.edu); Martin B. Dickman; Murano, Peter; Neal Wilkins
(nwilkins@tamu.edu); Tim Herrman
Cc: Nessler, Craig; Smith, Edward (Ed) G.; Hussey, Mark; David Lunt
(d-lunt@tamu.edu); Gibbs, Pete; 'Kyle Smith'; Avant, Bob;
r-lacewell@tamu.edu; Lunt, David; Bill A Dugas; Sams, Alan; Simpson,
Shay; Tom Boggus (tboggus@tfs.tamu.edu); Slovacek, Jackie
(j-slovacek@tamu.edu); Penn, Nancye B; Adam Helms; Jsvetlik@ag.tamu.edu;
Nelson, Michelle; West, Bridget; Bridges, Brenda (bridges@tamu.edu);
Zak, Kendra; Spurlin, Shayna; Gilliland, Diane M.; McCutchen Bill
Subject: AFRI RFAs - PROPOSED Strategy and Team Leads
Importance: High

 

Dear Unit Heads and Team Leads,

 

AFRI RFAs - General

 

                As you know, USDA-NIFA has released the RFA for AFRI
proposals.  This approach is a significant departure from the previous
CSREES/NRI process as it focuses on larger systems-oriented research
rather than smaller topical research areas.  The RFA imbeds a number of
sub-proposal areas ranging from large regional systems proposals to
targeted (but still significant) topical proposals.  The larger
proposals will require integrated efforts from Research & Extension
components, on and off campus inter-agency collaboration, external
out-of-state partners, minority partners, and possibly international
cooperation. This offers numerous opportunities for our units and
individual faculty members both on the larger and targeted proposals.
Attached is a spreadsheet (2010_AFRI RFAs) on all of the program areas.
USDA has divided the RFAs into general programs as follow: Foundational
Programs (14 areas), Childhood Obesity (5 areas) Climate Change (5
areas), Global Food Security (5 areas), Food Safety (6 areas),
Sustainable Bioenergy (5 areas).

            Texas A&M AgriLife (Research and Extension) is well poised
to compete for awards at several levels and these areas represent a
large opportunity for our units and faculty.  There will be numerous
opportunities to participate, but we need to exercise care that we



approach our response(s) so they are coordinated and not self-defeating.
It is important that we identify who should take the lead in the
numerous areas.  In some areas, we will want to take the lead and in
others we will want to be strategic partners.   We would like
suggestions/volunteers on how to best organize our efforts and
leadership from our units and faculty.  I have already received
expressions of interest from several units in the bioenergy, climate,
food, obesity, and foundational areas and this leadership is appreciated
and will be essential for success.  To be successful, we will need
independent but parallel efforts in all of these areas.

 

AgriLife Research and Extension to Lead a Response for South Central
Approaches to Sustainable Bioenergy 

 

As an example, Texas AgriLife Research and Extension have been
conducting advanced intelligence in the bioenergy arena, and some of you
will recall that a draft strategy was distributed for feedback and team
leaders in early March.   For this particular RFA, designated Regional
Approaches to Sustainable Bioenergy, the USDA has specifically
identified six regional areas and topical feedstocks of priority as
follows: Central, Northeast, Northwest, South Central; Southeast, and
Southwest.  Texas is well positioned to be the lead for the South
Central, and we have asked Bob Avant and the Corporate
Relations/Bioenergy Team to assist in the development of a Bioenergy
South Central Regional Coordinated Agricultural Project (CAP) with the
involvement of numerous units.  

Please see the attached document entitled AFRI Sustainable Bioenergy RFA
for a "condensed" 11-page review of the overall request, strategy and
approach to this RFA.  Below please find below highlights of the AFRI
Sustainable Bioenergy RFA.  This RFA will fund grants supporting the
start up and growth of a network of regional systems for the sustainable
production of bioenergy and bio-based products. Key to implementation of
these grants is integrated research, education, and extension
activities.  "USDA has identified regions of the country with high net
primary productivity for these dedicated energy feedstock groups where
these feedstocks may be grown with relatively low inputs (e.g.,
non-irrigated) and where land is available that will not displace
existing productive agricultural sectors or harm existing rural
economies and environmentally sensitive lands. These regions are:
Central (perennial grasses); Northeast (woody biomass); Northwest
(Pacific Northwest and North Central; oilseeds, woody biomass); South
Central (sorghum, energy cane); Southeast (woody biomass, energy cane,
perennial grasses, sorghum); and Southwest (algae). Applications are
strongly encouraged from these regions. Applications from other regions
may be considered."  In addition to the focus on a systems-oriented
approach for sorghum and energy cane (as outlined by the RFA) we will
also plan to work with colleagues and experts on other grasses (e.g.
switchgrass), wide-hybrids, woody biomass, etc.  

 



Specifically and per the RFA, long-term outcomes of Regional Bioenergy
CAPs:

*         Contribute significantly to reducing dependence on foreign
oil; 

*         Have net positive social, environmental, and rural economic
impacts; and 

*         Be compatible with existing agricultural systems. 

 

Projects are expected to employ a systems approach to address one of the
stated Program Area Priorities which collectively contribute to the
achievement of the following goals:

1.       Deployment of superior genotypes of regionally-appropriate
dedicated energy crops. 

2.       Refinement and implementation of sustainable regional feedstock
production practice. 

3.       Seamless feedstock logistics. 

4.       Scalable, sustainable conversion technologies that can accept a
diverse range of feedstocks. 

5.       Regional marketing and distribution systems. 

6.       Regional sustainability analyses, data collection/management,
and decision support tools. 

7.       A well trained workforce with the capacity to fill the
cross-disciplinary needs of the biofuels industry. 

 

            Based upon the details highlighted by the RFA per the
previous communication in early March, the team leads across Research
and Extension have been designated in the table below.  As team leads,
they will help coordinate our overall response to the AFRI Sustainable
Bioenergy RFA with a focus on sorghum, energycane and other dedicated
energy crops.  They will coordinate their efforts with and through Bob
Avant, Director of Corporate Relations and Bioenergy.  

 

 

Team Leads 

Topic Areas

Research



Extension

On-Campus

Off-Campus

 

Bill Rooney

Mike Gould

Juerg Blumenthal, Travis Miller

Burl Carraway (TFS)

Jim Ansley

Eric Taylor

John Mullet

Erik Mirkov

N/A

Tom Cothren

Juan Landivar

Brent Bean, Juerg Blumenthal

Frank Hons

Ted Wilson

B.L. Harris

James Richardson

 

 



Luis Ribera, Joe Outlaw

Steve Searcy

Brent Auvermann

 

Ed Rister

 

Dean McCorkle

 

In addition and based on the RFA, we are currently developing a parallel
approach for oilseeds and algae that will be focused on a Southwest
strategy.  We are working to develop partnerships with key institutes as
we speak, and we would appreciate your insight and feedback on team
leads and potential partners.  That said, we need to coordinate our
activities carefully with any external partners as Drs. Nessler,
Lacewell and others are having critical and strategic discussions with
potential key partners.  Please communicate your discussions and
potential partners (institutes/faculty) with major universities/systems,
foundations and the like, but please don't make any standing commitments
as of yet. We will have a number of resources available through the
Director's Office, Contracts and Grants, and Corporate
Relations/Bioenergy that can be of assistance in facilitating (but
likely not leading) development of proposals for many additional,
systems-oriented approaches.

Based on experience, we believe it is of critical importance to develop
an overall strategy and have clear and constant communication in order
to be competitive for a holistic, system-oriented approach such as the
one outlined by the AFRI Sustainable Bioenergy RFA.  To this point, it
is essential to coordinate our team efforts strategically, and it will
be necessary to build strategic internal and external teams.  To this
point, we ask that you please keep Bob Avant and his team updated at all
times as we proceed.  In the meantime, Bob and his group will be sending
out additional notices for teleconferences with team leads, unit heads,
faculty and administration. Please visit with your colleagues, key
faculty, ADH/PLs for Extension, etc. in providing suggestions/volunteers
on how to best organize your unit's interests, expertise and leadership.
On April 5th from 3-5 pm, we will be hosting a web conference to further
discuss how we plan to proceed to develop a comprehensive proposal and
answer your questions.  You will be provided instructions separately for
the web conference, and please make every effort to attend.  Also,
please forward this email and attachments to other faculty that you
believe would be interested in teaming.  Be on the lookout for emails
from Bob Avant, Kendra Zac, Shay Simpson, Julie Svetlik, Adam Helms and



others as we coalesce our overall strategy.

 

Please feel free to call upon Drs. Nessler, Ed Smith, Dave Lunt, Pete
Gibbs , Bob Avant and/or me if you have any questions.

 

With best regards,

 

Bill 

 

--

Bill F. McCutchen, Ph.D.

Associate Director

Texas AgriLife Research 

Texas A&M University System

113 Jack K. Williams Administration Building

2142 TAMU College Station, TX 77843-2142

979-845-8488 Tel

979-458-4765 Fax

bmccutchen@tamu.edu



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: DBaltensperger@ag.tamu.edu; JASlovacek.EXTERNAL.Internet; RVAvant.EXTERN...
Date: 1/29/2009 12:23 PM
Subject: Runge

Who is attending mtg with Ed Runge on Friday / tomorrow?  Need to make sure we don't have crossed-
wires moving forward with Monsanto



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: KZak.EXTERNAL.Internet; JSlovacek.EXTERNAL.Internet
CC: RVAvant.EXTERNAL.Internet; WLRooney.EXTERNAL.Internet; Brian.Schmitt@tam...
Date: 9/28/2009 3:52 PM
Subject: Russell Jessup

Jackie and Kendra,

Can you please arrange for a meeting (in the next couple of weeks with this entire cc:d group) with Dr. 
Jessup to discuss his RD program and FTO questions? 

Also, please forward to Dr. Jessup as I don't have his email on BB.

Thanks,

Bill



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: PLSchuerman.EXTERNAL.Internet
CC: JSlovacek.EXTERNAL.Internet; DKLunt.EXTERNAL.Internet; CNessler.EXTERNAL...
Date: 6/23/2010 4:12 PM
Subject: Scotts and IP: Urgent

Peter,

Please give me a call if you have a moment.  We had an excellent set of meetings today with The Scotts 
Company.  We worked through a couple of gift agreements, and spent the last few hours working through 
a mature Master Research Agreement.  We were able to work through IDC scenario for full rate, but they 
are a little hesitant/uncomfortable with the language on IP - in particular first right to negotiate, but I 
believe we have convinced them that this is not an issue and is System policy.  The bigger hurdle 
(although I believe they will cave) was the suggestion/clause that for any jointly-developed IP, Scotts 
would get a royalty-free bearing license in field of turf, ornamentals, etc. and we would be able to license 
to anyone outside those fields.  We both know that this is a non-starter, common negotiating tactic, and 
against System Policy.  I suggested that they speak to the Director of IP in the OTC - you.

Let me say that they are moving at a very rapid pace, and would like to move towards sponsored RD 
ASAP (I tried to ring you, but I also know you are out of the office today). Also, their lead negotiator will be 
on vacation starting Friday, and he asked if there was anyway he could talk with you and Diane tomorrow - 
I will be in Austin.  Let Adam, Diane and/or me know if this is possible. It shouldn't take more than 30 
mins, and give me a call later to discuss in more detail if you have time.  

Thanks much.

Bill



From: "McCutchen, Bill" <bmccutchen@tamu.edu>
To: dgatlin@nature.tamu.edu; nwilkins@ag.tamu.edu
CC: PLSchuerman.EXTERNAL.Internet; AHelms.EXTERNAL.Internet; DBaltensperger@...
Date: 7/24/2010 5:53 PM
Subject: Scotts Update

Neal (and Del),

Per your question concerning progress and status of Scotts negotiations.  This past Friday, Peter and 
David spoke with the legal/negotiation concerning IP and fields of use.  So it appears we are making 
progress, and as soon as we have a the final version of the Master Research Agreement in place, we can 
follow-up with Scott's per birds, sponsored RD and/or museum, etc.

Thanks,

Bill  




