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To: "'Johnson, Michelle \(NIH/OD\) [C]'" <johnsom1@od.nih.gov>

From: Edward Hammond <hammond@sunshine-project.org>
Subject: University of Texas Arlington

Cc: "Patterson, Amy \(NIH/OD\) [E]" <PattersA@OD.NIH.GOV>, 
"Bonham, Valerie \(NIH/OD\) [E]" <BonhamVa@mail.nih.gov>, 
"Shipp, Allan \(NIH/OD\) [E]" <ShippA@OD.NIH.GOV>, 
ward@uta.edu

Bcc: 

Attachments: UNIVTEXASARLINGTON.pdf

Dear Ms. Johnson:

I have recieved the attached correspondence from the University of Texas 
at Arlington.

Here we have yet another case of a dysfunctional IBC / University 
bureaucracy that would rather generate lengthy legalistic correspondence 
and a pain for everyone than to simply hit the e-mail "forward" button to 
send a request for IBC minutes to the appropriate individual. It was well 
within Ms. Morningstar's power to do so - indeed, it would have been 
easier; but oh, no!, at the University of Texas at Arlington, they like 
to do things the hard and senseless way.

And of course they could have just sent the minutes to me in response to 
your letter, and that would likely have been the end of the matter; but 
oh, no!  I'll bet this attitude will bleed through and, when everything 
is said and done, they will actually detail somebody to write me a letter 
and request a payment of $1.12 or some other trivial amount the 
collection of which will obviously cost the University far more than the 
dollar or two of "income" that it produces.

I acknowledge the e-mail print out that UTA sent with its reply, however, 
I have carefully reviewed my e-mail from 19 October and I cannot find 
anything from Ms. Morningstar.  As OBA knows, when cases like this 
surface, I am certainly willing to admit it if I turns out that I missed 
an incoming mail. In this case, however, I never recieved Ms. 
Morningstar's reply. Of course, the question is really moot because UTA 
could have resolved the issue by handling the request properly in the 
first place and honoring its obligations under the NIH Guidelines. It 
certainly should know by now that I am not going to drop a request if 
they don't reply, so they should have seen this coming. 

Nobody, it seems, could ever accuse the University of Texas at Arlington 
of being plagued by common sense.

My request was sent to the person and address indicated as the contact 
for the IBC in records provided to me by NIH OBA.  That is, I used OBA's 
own information for the IBC contact. While I am familar with Texas law, I 
am also familiar with the Public Access Provisions of the NIH Guidelines, 
which do not require me to dig around for a public information officer at 
every institution with and IBC and for me to have a better record than 
NIH of the request preferences of every little vo-tech and state college 
like UTA in the country.

In view of the above, I believe that the fundamental problem here is 
between OBA and UT System.  You two should work out how to handle this.  
That problem, however, should not impinge upon the right of any of the 
member of the public to recieve UTA's IBC minutes, an obligtion of UTA 
that it has thus far failed to honor.

Accordingly, I maintain that due to dischord between UTA and OBA, and 
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UTA's idiotic instransigence about refusing to process the request that 
it acknowledges receiving, that UTA remains in noncompliance with the NIH 
Guidelines.

Note that I am copying this to Mr. Ward. One can hope that UTA will now 
finally construe this as a valid request pursuant to the NIH Guidelines; 
but I certainly submit that NIH should have no tolerance for UTA's 
wasteful shenanigans. This problem would never have existed if UTA 
demonstrated the slightest common sense.

Sincerely,

Edward Hammond
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